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Global Comparison: One of the Keys to Improving Japan's English Education

In 2020, Japan started a new national curriculum for elementary schools to improve English education.
Then in 2023, the government set new goals—hoping junior high and high school students could reach Eiken
Grade Pre-2 and 2. But, even with these reforms, Japan still faces many challenges.

Today, I'd like to share my thoughts on how Japan can improve its English education by comparing it with
other countries. According to a global English ranking from last year, Japan was 92nd out of 116 countries—
our lowest ever. Despite the recent reforms, students still struggle to use English in real-life situations.

Let me start with my experience. I study English mainly for exams. In our lessons, we focus on grammar
and vocabulary for test scores, but I don’ t have enough opportunity to speak. So even though I have been
studying for years, using English in daily life still feels scary or uncomfortable. Based on my observation, a lot
feel worse than this.

Since 2020, English classes have become more common in elementary schools. But the teaching style and
quality still differ across schools. In some schools, homeroom teachers teach English, while in others, teachers
who specialize in English do. Also, there are still not enough ALTs, so many students don’'t get to hear
natural English or learn about other cultures. These differences affect how students learn.

Now, there are also schools like IB or international schools where subjects are taught in English, just like in
the Philippines or Hong Kong. But in Japan, these schools are still rare. And we lack teachers who can teach
other subjects in English. So it's difficult to give students real English experiences.

Let me now talk about what I've learned from other countries. In the Philippines, English is everywhere—
on TV, social media, and in daily conversation. One of my teachers is from the Philippines, and she told me
that many kids there start learning English at around age four. Since English is a part of everyday life,
students naturally get used to it.

My friend from Hong Kong had a similar story. She said they learn English in English—teachers don’t use
Chinese when explaining new words. This helps them get used to thinking in English. This is exactly the
opposite in Japan.

Another key difference that I want to emphasize is the mindset. In countries like Vietnam or the
Philippines, people see English as a way to connect with the world. In Japan, many students still think of it as
just a school subject. They don't really imagine using English for work or studying abroad, so they're not
very motivated. Some might say countries like the Philippines use English more because they were once
colonized. That's true, but that doesn't mean Japan can't improve. Countries like the Netherlands or Sweden
weren't colonized either, but their English proficiency ranking is high. It shows that the right approach
matters more than history.

So, what can Japan do to improve? First, I think we should start English education earlier. If children in
other countries can start learning at 3 or 4, why not in Japan? I know that kindergartens focus on playing
and may not have trained teachers, so maybe starting in the first grade with a good plan would be better.

Second, English classes in junior high and high school should be improved. We need to hear and use
English every day. Even if it’'s simple English at first, it's important to get used to thinking and talking using
the target language, not just memorizing for tests.

Third, we need to change how we see English. English is a way to meet people, learn about culture, and
discover new ideas. If students believe that they'll be more excited to learn, we should show more real
examples of how English is used in real life.

Of course, while we work to improve English, we also need to protect our own language and culture. In the
Philippines, my teacher said many local languages are being lost because of learning other languages like
English. In Japan, we should be careful not to lose what makes us unique while learning another language. I
believe that with better teaching, the right mindset, and support, Japan can build an English education

system that really prepares students for the future. Thank you for listening.
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Help Our Kappa Before It’'s Too Late: Exposing the Silent Crisis of the Dying Waters in Ibaraki

Skit

Minami: Hey, what's that? Something is moving in the water.

Ayaka: It is bald... like my uncle.

Aya: It has a shell like a turtle.

Yuma: Wait! Is that a....

All: A Kappaaaa

Juri (Kappa): (Jumps out from the water) Please don’t hurt me. | mean no harm. | am scared of going
back to the water.

Ayaka: Why? Did you forget how to swim?

Juri (Kappa): | am serious. The water is polluted. It’s dirty. The fish are coughing! The turtles have
trash hats! Even my grandma Kappa is sneezing bubbles! All living beings in the water are
suffering.

Yuma: Whoah! That’s bad.

Juri (Kappa): (Sad) Please help me. If the water gets worse, humans are also affected.

Minami: Guys, do you know what | am thinking?

All: Operation.. KAPPA RESCUE CAMPAIGN!

Aya: First, we have to identify the current situation, and the causes of water pollution in lbaraki.

Minami: In Japan, industrialization is a huge contributor to water pollution. Wastewater from factories
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and farmland is dumped into the lakes and ocean. Another cause is the domestic wastewater
from the surrounding residents. Among the dirtiest rivers in Japan are: Sakuragawa and
Tonegawa which are connected to Kasumigaura in lbaraki Prefecture.

Ayaka: The Green Growers in 2021 stated that since 1955, water quality in Kasumigaura and the
surrounding rivers has been deteriorating. At present, serious problems continue to emerge: /
mass death of freshwater clams and farmed carps, blue-green algae outbreaks, and foul odor in
the surrounding area.

Juri (Kappa): You sounded like a pro Ayaka! | didn’t see it coming! All: (Laughing)

Ayaka: So how do we solve it?

Minami: Other places in Japan have projects to combat water pollution. They have:

+ Wastewater treatment through Artificial Wetlands, Green Infrastructure, and Al Powered

Water Management

+ Precision Agriculture and Smart Fertilizer Use

+ Intensify the implementation of control of plastic use and household detergents.

+ Lake-Friendly Certification System

+ and many more

Aya: Yeah, these are not yet done in Ibaraki sadly because of lack of fundings. The government is

prioritizing other infrastructures. | hope Ibaraki will realize that this problem is a looming threat
to everyone and that this problem can impact negatively in the future.

Juri: As Junior High School students, how can we help fight water pollution? Yuma: At home, we can

do 3Rs

Ayaka: What’s a 3Rs? is that, Ramen, Rice, Repeat? | am sooooo hungry now.

Aya: That’s not it Ayaka. The 3Rs means Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.

Ayaka: Oh! | know that!: To Reduce, we should remember to:

1. bring our own reusable water bottles.

2. say “no” to plastic utensils, and bags in shops.

3. print both sides of the paper

This way, we can reduce plastic and paper waste.
Aya: To reuse, we need to:

1. bring our own eco bags when shopping.

2. bring our old clothes to thrift stores

3. use school supplies that can be used again.

Yuma: To recycle, we have to:

1. separate our trash properly especially the burnables and non-burnable garbage.
2. take pet bottles and caps to recycling bins
3. donate books and old clothes to donation centers

Juri: That’s great! | grow very fast, so | have a lot of old clothes at home! Ayaka: You mean Kappas

also wear clothes?

Juri: Yeah sometimes.

All: Whaaaat????!!!

Minami: You mean, you want to discuss these with our fellow students at school? That’s boring. |
could sleep during your lecture. | have an Idea! Ayaka, you are a member of seitokai, right?

Ayaka: yes, and why?

Juri (Kappa): Maybe she won because she’s popular at school?

Aayaka: Shhhhhhh! Kappa, quiet! You want me to push you back to the pond?

Minami: how about proposing a plan to do an “Eco Product Design Contest”

Ayaka: And what’s that?
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Aya: | think | know that! That is a competition where students have to make eco-friendly and
sustainable products, right?

Minami: That’s right! but we have to focus on one theme: “Fighting Water Pollution.” This will
encourage our fellow students to think creatively through problem-solving innovations.

Yuma: Detergents are the most common pollutant we have at home. How about adding an “eco-
friendly soap making” to the competition?

Aya: Another category can be making rags out of old clothes. Let’'s name it “Old Clothes, New Rags.”

Ayaka: Oh! | also have an idea. Using old clothes, we can make tote bags, DIY aprons, even hair
scrunchies and some other fashion accessories. | would love to model them! What do you think,
Kappa?

Juri: Ahhhhhhmmm... the idea is really good, but about the modeling part, you are not trying to become
popular, right? Are you running again in the election next year?

Minami: All right! That’s enough! We have to start preparing for the event. We have to do this to help
Kappa go back to the pond safely.

Juri (Kappa): (teary-eyed) Thank you guys, You are the best humans I've ever met... also, the only ones
who didn’t run away screaming. But seriously. Can | come to your school for the event?

All: Oh No!!!

e The End —---------

ALL: Thank you so much for listening.
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Background

Maybe there are cultural differences between
countries. For example, when complimenting
someone’s appearance, in Japan, people often say
things like, “You have big eyes” or “Your nose is so
tall.” But in Australia, they don't say that about the
parts of the face. They compliment their belongings,

their hair, their clothes, because it would be rude to
say anything about facial parts. So, is it because of cultural differences between countries? Let’s check it out
together.

Method

Then, the goal of our investigation is to investigate the differences between Australian and Japanese slang,
and to aim to acquire the ability to use slang accurately and appropriately in each culture. We made a
questionnaire on paper for Australian students. We asked two schools to answer the questions. 30 students
answered them. The schools we asked questions to were Adelaide Botanic High School and Reynella East
College. We asked 3 questions in our survey. The first question is “Have you ever used a slang word that can
mean both something good and something bad?” The choses are yes or no. The second question is “Do you
think cultural background influences how people understand slang?” The choses are yes or no and If yes, a
brief explanation and why. The third question is “Have you ever misunderstood someone because they used
slang that had more than one meaning?” We were happy to see so many interesting responses.

Research result

In response to the first question, 81.5% of Australian high school students responded that they had used
Australian slang with both positive and negative meanings. As examples of such slang, they gave mate, bro,
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bloody, lol, and so on. In response to the second question,
74.1% of Australian high school students answered that
cultural background influences how people use slang.
Furthermore, some Australian high school students
answered that this was due to linguistic reasons. Lastly, in
response to the third question, 92.6% of Australian high
school students answered that they had never
misunderstood slang used by other people.

In summarizing the results, most Australian high school
students have used a single slang term that has both

negative and positive meanings. Furthermore, most

Australian high school students have never misunderstood
the meaning of slang used by others. In other words,
although some Australian slang terms have multiple meanings, Australian high school students were able to
use and understand them perfectly.

Experiment

The most important thing was that there seemed to be cultural differences between countries in the use of
slang. However, this gives rise to one question. That is, why do differences arise based on national culture?
To find out, we conducted a study as an extension of our research. As a result, we discovered why Japanese
people tend to use slang incorrectly. First compared to Japanese slang such as R2i¥\y, M7 and so on, in
Australian slang, there are many words that have multiple meanings or have complex usages. For example,
“cheers” can mean “thanks,” “goodbye,” or “toast,” and ‘mate’ can be used to express friendliness,
annoyance/warning, or aggression, depending on the situation. Furthermore, “bloody” can be used to
emphasize both positive and negative meanings, depending on the context. However, Japanese speakers often
learn Japanese on the assumption that meaning is unique. This is because in Japanese, most words have only
one meaning, which makes them likely to misunderstand the nuances and meanings in Australian slang. For
example, most Japanese people study thinking that the only meaning of “cheers” is “kanpai.”

Recommendation

Therefore, we believe that this approach to language learning among Japanese people has contributed to
their failure to communicate effectively with Australians. So what should we Japanese people do? In order to
eliminate misunderstandings during conversation, we should not define the meaning of a word based on a
single meaning. Let’s learn all the different meanings of that slang/word! By doing so, we can enjoy
conversations with Australians by using slang.

All right! Now you know perfectly well the difference between Japanese and Australian slang! You can't go
wrong anymore. Don't make the same mistake again.

Yeah! I'll try not to make any more mistakes, and I'll try not to miss any more conversations. Thank you so

much! It's made me grow up. Let’s learn some Australian slang so that we can enjoy talking with Australians

when you have the opportunity to meet them. Thank you for listening.
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1 | Affirmative Constructive Speech (5 % 3Z7%) 4 min Al
Preparation Time (i) 1 min.

2 |Questions from the Negative (7532 2%E) 2 min. Al N4

3 [Negative Constructive Speech (73 % 3.7 4 min. N1
Preparation Time (HEffifH]) 1 min.

4 |Questions from the Affirmative (5 2% %t) 2 min. A4 N1
Preparation Time (H#EfHF) 2 min.

5 [Negative Attack (Z&ET % v 7) 3 min. N2

6 |Questions from the Affirmative (52 Z{%E) 2 min. A3 N2

7 | Affirmative Attack (€7 % v 7) 3 min

8 [Questions from the Negative (5% &%) 2 min. A2 N3
Preparation Time (&5 [H) 2 min.

9 | Affirmative Defense (HE7 1 7= ¥ R) 3 min A3

10 | Negative Defense (RET 4 7 = ¥ A) 3 min N3
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11 | Affirmative Summary (35 E#¥E) 3 min A4

12 | Negative Summary (f5E#¥5) 3 min N4
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F3#E 1 : Universities should prioritize regional diversity over academic performance in admissions.
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F3& 2 : Japan should abolish the mandatory retirement age.
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F3& 3 : Japan should abolish tax exemptions for foreign tourists to address overtourism.
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F3E4 : Al decisions are better than politicians’ decisions.
(ANFOBIAERICE MWL D & AT ICE 2HBOHHBE,)
# %2 R © In group decision-making, one should follow the majority.
(ERERREIIBVT, ZHRIHEIRETH 5,)
#ERE5 - In foreign policy decision-making and execution, the judgment of diplomats should be prioritized
over that of heads of government.
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(3) RRA—TLE%FEF : Title: High School Students’ Pocket Money Saving Techniques
—-Comparison of Japan and Australia--

Do you like money? Me, too! I'd like to know how you save your money, and how much money is suitable
for young people like me. I didn’'t know how other teenagers were spending their money---

My father gives me 5000 yen a month, and I spend almost all of it when I'm hanging out with my friends,
so I am often short of money. Even though I spend too much money, I know that many of my friends get
more money than me, so I don't think that 5,000 yen is suitable. I worry about how I should save my money
nowadays.

So we investigated how much allowance students at our high school were getting from their parents, and
the measures they took to save that money in these hard times of the high cost of living in Japan.

I made a questionnaire and approximately 100 high school students answered it. Furthermore, during my



language training program in Australia last summer, I conducted
BB DS T, ST PN

PO TRET YRASEY %4 15a: TECTHAEM = the same survey at a local high school, and 50 Australian students
CFaRIne OF LSRN AND AUSTRALLS - .
S i e i answered it.

— —
R o Srain g ] First of all, let’s look at the differences in the amount of money

@ teenagers get from their parents. According to our survey at

e school, Japanese high school students get an average of 7,500 yen.

That’s more than he gets! In contrast, the average amount that
Australian high school students get was 4,000 yen. Interestingly,

about 30% of students in both countries get such pocket money

only when they go out.
When we asked, “How do you spend money?” most students
said hobbies, but twice the number of Japanese students spend it

on hobbies than Australian students. More Japanese students

must think their hobby is important. It's very interesting that

Lamchimion zero Japanese students save their money, while 21% of Australian
n - e sl e v sy ke g TewEn
vt e students save it. Also, only girls were spending it on beauty, so
u maren de shen  E ba ereang roil y el © . . .
P L. M we realize that beauty is not important for men.
) . B
o EREDK X 4 — We asked, if you had extra money, what would you spend it on?

In Japan, the majority of students said they would save their
money if they have it. On the other hand, in Australia, the results were mainly divided into three choices -
hobbies, snacks and saving money.

Finally, we asked “how do you save your money?” In Japan, the first place is “make a plan to buy
something,” the second place is “just saving,” and the third place is “don’t spend money at convenience
stores.” In Australia, the first place is “put money in the bank,” the second place is “don’t waste money,” and
the third place is “don’t do anything in particular.”

From this data, we can see that Japanese students choose “not wasting money” more often than Australian
students. This shows that Japanese people are usually more careful with their money. There are also
differences in how kids learn about money. In Japan, some kids get a small amount of pocket money for
helping with housework. But in Australia, parents often teach them how hard it is to earn money, and schools
even encourage students to get part-time jobs. Even though things are expensive in Australia, kids don't get
much allowance. Because of this education, the amount of pocket money is different between the two
countries. By looking at all of this, we can understand that Japan and Australia have different values and
ways of thinking about money.
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@ It was a short time, but I had a lot of experiences and
memories. It was the most fun of my life so far!
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@ It was very fun. I want to go to Australia again! Australia

has many different cultures. For example, clothes, meals,
atmosphere, and so on. The others were scary at first, but
they were all nice.
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I had a lot of learning and great experiences. | had classes every day and learned new English grammar
and difficult vocabulary. The teachers were very friendly and cheerful. And they liked singing songs. If they
have just a minute, they are going to sing even during the class. | really like that view. | realized that singing
is a part of the Filipino culture.

| also learned how to live in a country outside of Japan. There are many big differences between the Phil-
ippines and Japan. There are also terrible experiences that make me feel bad sometimes. For example, we
had a blackout at the hotel because of the typhoon. And | stayed on the 10th floor, so | had to go up and
down the stairs. | felt really tired. Also, the food was not to my taste. But | got the ability to think “It' s OK.”
even if it is not OK, so | managed to get by somehow.

And also, | thought by experiencing different cultures, we can realize good things about our own country
and good things about other countries. | was so surprised at the restroom in the Philippines because the wa-
ter doesn’ t flush. So, | once again felt how convenient Japan is. On the other hand, | was so sad when | ar-
rived at Narita airport because no one was singing there. In the Philippines, there are a lot of people singing
anywhere. Compared to Japanese people, Filipinos are very cheerful people, and it is very nice. To realize
good things about our own country and good things about other countries, | was able to see a new world.

Therefore, through this experience, | really want to study abroad more and more. For that | must improve
my English skills.
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Monday, 5 January

Tuesday, 6 January

Wednesday, 7 January

9.30 B
Have Lunch on the way
EAARSAICTERE

7.00
Buffet Breakfast (refectory)

7.00
Buffet Breakfast (refectory)

09.00-10.30 Lesson 2
Travel Abroad
Group 1: (Music) Emma
Group 2: (Apothecary) Matt

Check out before 08.50 and store
luggage

9.00-10.30 Lesson 6
Introducing Japan: Int.
Group 1: (Trophy) Kimberley
Group 2: (Wren lounge) Peter

11.00-12.30 Lesson 3
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Group 1: (Apothecary) Shavaughn
Group 2: (Music) Brett

. - ; 11.30
Introduction to Discussion . .
Group 1: (Music) Shannon Leave Br#;s:SHc;lrlts by own
Group 2: (Apothecary) Victoria P
14.00 12:40
Arrive at British Hills by own Buffet Lunch (refectory)
transport Store Luggage 14.00-15.30 Lesson 4
Check in, Orlgr)te_ltlon & Guide to Why Should you study English?
ining Group 1: (Armoury) Randy
After 15.00 -transfer to Rooms- Group 2: (Trophy) Amaury
16.00-17.30 Lesson 1 16.00-17.30 Lesson 5
Survival English: Intermediate Cooking Shortbread 11.30 {3

Group 1: (Henry II lounge) Peter
Group 2: (Newton lounge) Ben

18.00
Dinner (Dining Hall)

Change for Dinner

18.00
Dinner (Dining Hall)

-Free Time Activities-
[CONNECT] 19.30-20.30
(Ballroom)

Victoria Alley 8.00-19.00

Gym -22.00 / Pub - 22.00

-Free Time Activities-
[CONNECT] 19.30-20.30
(Ballroom)
Victoria Alley 8.00-19.00
Gym -22.00 / Pub - 22.00

Have Lunch on the way
13.00 BESRICTER
16.30 FRKE&E
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(D Survival English: Intermediate
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@ Travel Abroad

VAZY Z7OMEEXHEWY 2536, NAKR—ME2ETLEZORIOML R, RATERICHE T 2BOMAE,
LANG Y COF—F =Dt LR EMRFELETHERI LN TE L, FIIDH 2 B)E% > THEXT 2 iGHA
BLL, I BHMI T L &) TH A ) BBENEE FTE L2172
(® Introduction to Discussion
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(@ Why should you study English ?
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® Cooking Shortbread
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® Introducing Japan: Int.
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