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The 5-day intensive English language course for 1st Grade Global students at

the University of San Jose-Recoletos in Cebu City, the Philippines was a great
success. After eight hours of lessons a day, Global students always looked happy. | knew this meant
that they really loved English. What they studied was a curriculum based on 5 modules: Everyday life;
Travel; Research; Media & Communications; and Cross-cultural communication. The highlight was a cultural
exchange program held by local high school students, who introduced their culture through fun games and
activities. Toyo students also introduced Japanese culture through presentations and activities they had
prepared in English. On the day off, many friends that Toyo students made with USJ-R students met them for an
afternoon of shopping, which further strengthened international bonds of friendship. In the future, overseas
language programs could include more interaction with local students. Also, these programs can be utilized to
improve English qualifications. Recently, there has been a focus on summarizing information in English. In the
future, | hope skills such as these can be included in overseas language programs. &140-/L1-x8f 7L V%E
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P =B What | get through English debates
ﬂE{EU)P It has been a year since | started English debating. Thanks to this, | have

obtained three abilities. First, the ability to use English in an impromptu way. You need to
understand what your opponent is saying, and quickly prepare your response, all in English.
Communication with opponents makes my English ability improve. The second is logical
thinking. | have obtained this skill by finding flaws in my
opponents’ logic, and providing accurate rebuttals. The third is
the ability to gather information. The topic of this year’ s policy
debate was that nuclear power plants in Japan should be
abolished. Throughout the year, | researched articles and
collected hundreds of pieces of evidence to rebut the argument.
The reason why | do English debates
There are two reasons why | am working hard at English debates. The first reason is to
improve three skills that will be useful in the future: improvisational English, logical
thinking, and information gathering. | believe that the improvement of these skills is
directly related to my ability to answer questions on the Eiken tests and mock exams.
The second reason is the feeling the fun and sense of accomplishment | get when we
win. To be honest, debating is not so much fun when we spend too much time preparing
or when we lose. We prepared as a team all summer long, and the joy we felt when we
reached the top is the best memory of my debating life.
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Now, I'm at the bus stop. | have to wait 15
minutes for the next bus to come.
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