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Destruction of Heaven and Earth the Messiah 

 

YAMADA Toshiaki 

 

The Old Testament account of the creation includes the story of Noah's Ark, which described how 

only Noah and his family, who lived with God in their hearts, were spared to create a new world 

when a great flood cleansed the earth of the wicked.  

Similar thought from fourth and fifth century China also exists, which says seed people that 

only the righteous will survive a flood of unprecedented proportions to become the zhong-min(in 

Chinese eschatology, those who will survive the destruction of heaven and earth).  

  This paper discusses the Chinese view of nature from the viewpoints of Chinese eschatology 

and Messiah thought and the significance of the permanence of civilization.  

 

 

 

Our Whole Lives Are in a Mirror 

—the Tang Dynasty(唐代) “Mirror” Poems 

 

SAKAI Tahoko  

 

To see one‟s own face and figure, an intermediary such as a mirror is needed. Looking at oneself 

in a mirror is an expression of one‟s interest in oneself. Chinese poems about looking at oneself in 

a mirror (which I will call “the mirror poems” here) first appeared during the Six Dynasties (六朝 ), 

after which both the number of poets composing on this subject and the number of mirror poems 

gradually increased. This demonstrates that the act of observing one‟s face in a mirror had become 

universal by Tang Dynasty(唐代 ). BAI Juyi(白居易 ), in particular, composed numerous mirror 

poems and is known for his poems about his aged countenance reflected in a mirror, and his works 

have already been researched. But looking at one‟s aged face in a mirror is not an activity that 

began with BAI Juyi(白居易 ). This paper will discuss what poets preceding BAI Juyi(白居易 ) 

saw when they viewed their reflections in a mirror, with particular attention paid to the  works of 

XUE Ji(薛稷 ) of the early Tang Dynasty(唐代 ). 
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Transition in the Perceptions of Nature Conveyed by Contemporary 

Chinese Literature 

―Emanating from the Xinshi Poetry of Guo Moruo 

 

YOKOUCHI Rina 

 

Chinese literature from that of the era of the Shijing (Book of songs) to the poetry created during 

the Tang Dynasty unabatedly and thoughtfully grappled with the subject of nature. Later, early 

after the establishment of the Republic of China, there appeared a new free -verse colloquial style 

of poetry, referred to as xinshi (new poetry). Meanwhile, xinshi poet Guo Moruo cast aside past 

literary traditions, and in the process not only revolutionized literary forms, but also transformed 

people‟s perceptions of nature through his works.  

The author of this study objectively examines how the literature of Guo Moruo brought about 

changing perceptions of nature. In so doing, she considers the character of the medium that 

published many of Guo Moruo‟s Nushen (The goddesses) works, the Shishixinbao newspaper‟s 

Xuedeng (Lamp of learning) supplement, and also looks primarily at the works of Guo Moruo 

himself in showing what led publishers to feature xinshi poetry. 

 

 

 

The Utility of Forests and the Significance of Wooded Areas 

—Sustainability Stemming from Rational Ecology and a Rational 

Perspective on Nature 

 

SEKI (YAMAMURA) Yoko 

 

The environmental crisis facing our planet, obvious to all, calls for creation of a society in which 

co-evolution with natural ecosystems becomes a possibility. Accordingly the human race has been  

working to find means of achieving sustainable natural resource use, and is pursuing ecologically 

minded and rational approaches in that regard. Yet, even when attempts are made to reduce 

environmental loads—such as by implementing recycling and conservat ion initiatives, or by 

modifying technologies based on our knowledge of the natural sciences—the fact remains that 

society continues a relationship with nature defined by how we use nature. This is true even in 

regard to environmental initiatives that successfully help protect natural ecosystems. In other 

words, humankind does not necessarily overcome its destructive relationship with nature even 

when our use of natural resources minimizes burden on the environment, and in the process we 

manage to ecologically and rationally drawing on natural resources.  To effectively combat the 

ongoing environmental crisis we need to build a relationship with nature that acknowledges the 

communicative capacity of nature, rather than trivializing nature by regarding it as a resource 

deemed valuable because of its utility to humankind.  While drawing on structural concepts 
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proposed by Claude Levi-Strauss, this paper espouses a view of nature defined by a lack of 

awareness in regard to our respective cultures and customs, and stresses the significance of 

cultural implications of nature. More specifically, in analyzing the communicative capacity of 

nature, the objective notion of forests that can be put to effective or  productive use is contrasted 

with the notion of wooded areas that are seen as culturally significant . Accordingly, the paper 

proposes that rather than regard woodlands objectively and globally as forests, coming to view 

them as wooded areas enables people who form society a different take on nature which, if seen as 

having meaning, becomes a particularly significant force in terms of its capacity to effect 

communication within society. Ultimately, analyzing nature as a structural concept leads to 

cultural approach that allows for the coexistence of social and natural  systems. 

 

 

 

Volunteering in Social Dilemmas behind Environmental Issues  

 

OHSHIMA Takashi 

 

Social dilemma is a conflict between short -term individual interest and long-term collective 

interest. This structure lies behind many kinds of environmental issues.  A typical situation is the 

N-person prisoner‟s dilemma (NPD) in which each member is better off choosing to defect than to 

cooperate no matter what other members choose while all members receive a lower payoff if all 

defect than if all cooperate. One way of leading members to cooperate is to reward cooperators or 

punish defectors. In order to implement such a management system without costs, some of the 

members should volunteer to monitor whether other members are cooperating or not. However, 

because volunteering needs costs, members face with another dilemma of the choice to volunteer.       

This type of dilemma is called a “volunteer‟s dilemma” (VOD). In this study, two experiments 

were conducted using networked computers. In Experiment 1, thirty -three students participated in 

the NPD games of five and six members. The result showed that less than half of the members 

cooperated and the number of cooperators decreased as the trials were repeated. In Experiment 2, 

VOD structure was implemented in the NPD games in such a way that the members were faced 

with the choice of cooperation, defection, or volunteering. In each trial, the defectors could get no 

score if there was at least one volunteer. With thirty-four student participants, the result showed a 

high rate of cooperation and a low rate of volunteering. The members seemed to cooperate to 

avoid getting no score and not to volunteer expecting others to do. The relation of the results to 

the environmental issues and the possible cultural differences were disc ussed. 
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Ecologically-conscious Behaviors from the Perspective of Cultural 

Psychology 

 

SUGA Sayaka 

 

It is important to consider psychological processes when we try to solve various environmental 

issues. Social psychologists have demonstrated some factor s which encourage 

ecologically-conscious behaviors. However, up to now they have paid very little attention to the 

relationship between cultural factors and ecologically -conscious behaviors. To assert the 

importance of taking cultural factors into consider ation, this paper introduces some representative 

theories in the area of cultural psychology and explains their basic ideas and then proposes 

studies on ecologically-conscious behaviors from the perspective of cultural psychology.  Finally, 

realistic strategies for encouraging ecologically-conscious behaviors based on cultural 

psychology knowledge are discussed.  

 

 

 

Psychological Research and Environmental Education/ESD 

 

HIGASHIGAKI Erika 

 

In recent years, efforts to educate the public about attitudes and beh avior relating to 

environmental issues have been increasing in importance. This paper focuses on environmental 

education and education for sustainable development (ESD), which are part of this kind of 

education. In psychology, behavior related to environmental issues is called 

environmentally-conscious behavior, and extensive research has been carried out in how this 

behavior can be promoted and the factors that can impede it.  

In that light, this paper described psychological research on the effects of env ironmental 

education/ESD and the factors defining environmentally-conscious behavior. Lastly,  this paper 

raised points to be aware of in applying psychology-related knowledge to environmental 

education/ESD. 

 

 

 

Challenges of Biodiversity 

 

KAWAMOTO Hideo 

 

Two aspects of current discussion regarding biodiversity are considered: first, the question of 

what is meant by biodiversity, and second, the question of how international dialog and 
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corporate-based programs address the issue. I note that a scientific appro ach to the matter calls 

for quantifiable analysis, to the extent possible, and that looking at the issue in quantifiable terms 

can help reveal the many issues pertaining to biodiversity. Furthermore, I consider how 

companies concerned with biodiversity issues might and could take a business-minded approach 

to such challenges.  

 

 

 

Unceasing Application of Alternative Approaches—Shusaku Arakawa 

and the Creative Environment 

 

INAGAKI Satoshi 

 

The traditional philosophical approach pioneered by Aristotle has come  to regard as an issue of 

primary importance finding out the relationship between humanity and the world as “ a 

relationship that cannot exist through other means.” Nonetheless, one wonders to what degree 

universal necessity there is indeed in regard to the actual existence of humankind together with 

the world in which humanity resides. One attribute of humanity involves not only the fact that 

humankind applies alternative approaches in reconstructing the environment itself, but that 

humankind itself is altered by living in the environment that they themselves have reconstructed.   

This paper reveals clues found in the works of Shusaku Arakawa that hint not at human 

necessity, but instead suggest that “humanity is able to exist through a means of continuously 

attempting alternative approaches”—the existence of human possibility. In looking at Arakawa‟s 

works, this paper focuses on arguments in regard to how he incorporated essential environmental 

clues in the form of human gravitational and atmospheric experien ce into the architectural 

process. 

 

 

 

Phenomenological Interpretation of Environmental Philosophy  

―Clues from Husserl's Ideen 

 

MUTO Shinji 

 

This study examines the theme of environmental philosophy, with the primary aim of conducting 

a philosophical inquiry that delves more into the realm of nature than the environment. In so 

doing, they employ an approach based on the premise that the environment is formed of the 

interrelationship between people and nature. Given this view, the study employs a 

phenomenological approach as its observation methodology. Moreover, the study attempts to use 

Husserlian phenomenology to convey the team‟s perspective in regard to the phenomenon of 
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nature, and furthermore to highlight the areas covered by natural science disciplines . Through 

their observations, which are based on Husserlian phenomenology, the team inquires into the 

significance of a philosophical analysis of the environment, and furthermore, they revisit the 

issue from a pragmatic standpoint, which in other words involves looking at the environment 

either from a scientific and technological perspective, or alternatively from an ethical 

perspective. 

 

 

 

The Concept of Human Systems in Sustainability Science:  

The Humanities Niche and „Mean Language‟—a Human Ontological 

Approach 

 

UEGAKI Takahide 

 

Since the Our Common Future report by the Brundtland Commission in 1986, the concept of 

sustainable development has become better known as the more generalized concept of 

sustainability. Particularly noteworthy from the academic aspect is the movement in recent years 

that seeks to create a framework for a new discipline and a methodology for interdisciplinary 

studies with sustainability as the key term: representative of  this is sustainability science, 

advocated by the Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science (IR3S).  

This paper, after confirming the research framework of sustainability science, will explore the 

concept of human systems, and particularly the contributions that can be expected from the 

humanities. To clarify the concept of human systems, which is differentiated from social systems, 

it is necessary to make clear the differences between „system language‟ and „mean language‟, 

since only then does the unique niche occupied by the humanities in sustainability science become 

clear. Finally, in this paper, we refer to a problem from the approach of the human ontological 

theory that is one of the examples to think about sustainability from „mean language ‟. 

 


