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The International Association for Inoue
Enryo Research, 1st Unit

Study Meeting in Hungary
On April 24−25, 2014,

the International Associa-

tion for Inoue Enryo Re-

search in conjunction with

Budapest’s Eötvös Loránd

University convened a

Study Meeting in Hungary.

Eleven scholars offered

presentations covering di-

verse themes at the meet-

ing. EötvösLoránd supplied

three of the presenters, in-

cluding event co−planner

Professor Umemura Yuko

from the university’s Faculty of Humanities. The other eight present-

ers were six scholars including Takemura Makio (IRCP Researcher,

President of Toyo University) from Toyo University, and one scholar

each from Hungary’s Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed

Church and Germany’s University of Tübingen. As a foray into mul-

tiple presentation languages, the morning sessions were given in Japa-

nese and those in the afternoon in Hungarian. On April 24, Take-

mura delivered a keynote address titled, “Buddhism and the Religious

Life of Japanese.” This event was particularly well attended by stu-

dents, reflecting the popularity of Japanese studies at this 379−year−

old university.

The study meeting proper took place the following day, with the

subject of “Inoue Enryo and Meiji Japan : Philosophy, Religion, and

Education.” Following opening comments from the Vice−Dean of the

Eötvös Loránd Humanities Faculty Dr. Koloman Brenner, Miura Set-

suo (IRCP Researcher) touched on the founding of Toyo University

and Enryo’s scholarly achievements in a presentation titled, “The Life

of Inoue Enryo.” Takemura followed with a paper titled “The World

of Meiji Buddhism and Inoue Enryo,” in which he spoke of the enor-

mous influence that Enryo had on the Buddhist world in Japan and

the role that he played. Iwai Shougo (IRCP Researcher) then dis-

cussed Enryo’s stance and motivations with respect to the Imperial Re-

script on Education in a talk on “Inoue Enryo’s Opinions on Educa-

tion and Religion.” Following a short recess, Frédéric Girard (IRCP

Visiting Researcher, École française d’Extrême−Orient) resumed the

discussions with a paper titled, “Philosophy and Religious Studies in

the Meiji Period : Inoue Enryo and his Contemporaries” in which he

discussed how Enryo saw Buddhism as including both philosophy

and religion. Rainer Schulzer (IRCP Visiting Researcher) then drew

from a variety of perspectives to discuss the subject of his presenta-

tion, “The Late Inoue Enryo’s Theory of Conscience.” Asakura Koi-

chi (IRCP Researcher) then offered a discussion of the work taken up

by the Morality Church project of Enryo’s twilight years in his talk ti-

tled “Inoue Enryo’s Late Period Thought and his Morality Church

Activities”.

The afternoon’s presentations were delivered in Hungarian. Ume-

mura led off this session with a recapitulation of Enryo’s work in a pa-

per titled, “Inoue Enryo’s View of Christianity in Seikyo Nikki.”

Through this presentation, she introduced Enryo’s perspective on

Christianity in Europe. Viktoria Eschbach−Szabo from the Depart-

ment of Japanese Studies at the University of Tübingen then pre-

sented a paper titled “Ueda Kazutoshi’s ‘National Language’ and the

Present−Day Japanese Language,” which outlined the varied activities

and accomplishments of Ueda, who left his mark during the Meiji Pe-

riod in the field of linguistics. Professor Ildikó Farkas from the Hu-

manities Faculty of Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church

followed with his paper, “Inventing or Reviving Tradition? Some

Questions of Modern Japanese Nation Building and Culture,” in
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which he introduced some of the new interpretations and evaluations

of the Meiji Restoration that have been put forth in Japanese studies

in the West. Professor Balázs Szabó of the meeting’s host institution

delivered a discussion titled “Western Philosophy in Meiji Era Japan,”

which built on the thought of such figures as Nishi Amane. Finally,

Takó Ferenc, a graduate student at Eötvös Loránd, brought the after-

noon session to a close with his paper on “What was ‘New’ about the

Meiji Restoration for Maruyama Masao?” Ferenc addressed

Maruyama’s assessment of the Meiji Restoration and touched on in-

fluences which Maruyama received from Hegel, as well as late Edo

thought. All of the presentations demonstrated the high standards for

Japanese studies performed in Hungary and Germany. The presenta-

tions were followed by a question and answer session in Hungarian,

Japanese, and English. This symposium stood as a meaningful occa-

sion, providing an opportunity both to introduce Inoue Enryo to

Hungary, where he is

largely unknown, and to

bring together Hungarian

scholars of Japanese studies

and scholars from Toyo

University for an intellectu-

ally stimulating event.

“Methodologies” Symposium, 2nd Unit
“Anti−Aristotelians in Medieval Philosophy : Europe and Islam”

On March 8, 2014, the 2nd Unit

of the IRCP held a “Methodologies”

symposium at the Hakusan Campus

(Building 8, Meeting Room 2). The

symposium featured presentations

by Professor Yamauchi Shiro (Keio

University) on “The Methods and

Systematization of Religious Studies in the Medieval West : Com-

mentaries on Peter Lombard’s Libri Quattuor Sententiarum” and by

Professor Emeritus Takeshita Masataka (University of Tokyo) on “The

Categorization of Scholarship in Medieval Islam and Ideas of Sys-

tematization.” The two presenters are co−authors of the three−volume

work, Isuramu Tetsugaku to Kirisuto−kyo Chūsei (Islamic Philosophy

and the Christian Middle Ages ; 2011−2012).

Focusing on chapter 17, volume 1, of Libri Quattuor Sententiarum

(The Four Books of Sentences), Yamauchi sought in his presentation to

explore the methodology of medieval theology by tracing genealogi-

cally up to the time of Martin Luther commentaries done on Lom-

bard’s work. According to Yamauchi, annotating Lombard’s The Sen-

tences was a basic task in medieval theology. The methodology of that

field will not become clear unless one looks into Lombard’s work.

Yamauchi took up the arguments of Thomas Aquinas, St. Bonaven-

ture, Duns Scotus, and William of Ockham regarding the discussion

of caritas in The Sentences, saying that these thinkers seemed to believe

that Lombard’s take on the matter should be regarded as Pelagian.

Takeshita, in his talk, traced the classifications for scholarship and

methods of systematization used in medieval Islam in his discussion of

how the scholarly work of Al−Farabi and Al−Ghazali has been catego-

rized. According to Takeshita, Al−Farabi and Al−Ghazali attempted to

unify the rational fields of study with the oral ones. The rational and

the oral constitute two of the three different systems of knowledge−

the third being the demonstrative−that existed in the Islamic world in

the late medieval period. The rational fields include the natural sci-

ences, logic, and philosophy, with the latter occupying a central posi-

tion as a meta−discipline to systematize the varied fields of study. At

the center of the oral fields are Quranic studies, Hadithic studies, and

the law, with linguistics traditionally taken quite seriously as a pre-

paratory field. The oral disciplines at first were handed down solely by

word of mouth, and even as their content began to be written down,

their oral transmission was usually emphasized. Takeshita concluded

with the observation that the two−part structure of philosophical the-

ology and dialectical theology had not disappeared even in the work

of the 16th century Turkish scholar Ta köprüzâde, who worked out a

categorization for scholarship that was influenced by Al−Ghazali.

The meeting was attended by many individuals not attached to the

university, with scholars working in fields different from those of the

two presenters joining their peers from their home fields. Accordingly,

the question and answer

session that followed was a

lively, diverse, and enrich-

ing one centering on the

key concept of methodol-

ogy, the organizing theme

of the meeting.
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“Methodologies” Symposium, 2nd Unit
On July 2, 2014, the 2nd Unit of the IRCP convened its “Method-

ologies” symposium, bringing to-

gether IRCP researchers Murakami

Katsuzo, Numata Ichiro, and Sakai

Tahoko for a group exchange on the

subject of “The Boundary−Crossing

Nature of Methods, and Methods of

Boundary−Crossing”, at Toyo Univer-

isty Hakusan Campus (Building 8,

Meeting Room 2).

The three researchers specialize in

different areas. Murakami’s field is

Western philosophy, with a focus on

17th century Cartesian thought ;

Numata is engaged in Indological

studies, concentrating on classical

Indian law and particularly the

Code of Manu ; and Sakai works on Chinese literature, specializing

in T’ang and Sung dynasty poetry. Murakami opened the symposium

by explaining its theme and its objective of making clear the differ-

ences in methods and techniques used in each area of research. In this

regard, he spoke of the need to reconsider the categories and systems

within the various disciplines when thinking of how to connect or in-

tegrate today’s diverse fields of research, in light of that fact that there

have been few explorations of the methods by which these things can

be achieved. The three researchers then introduced their respective ar-

eas of research, discussing research conditions, techniques (dictionar-

ies, computers, etc.), and problems of translation. On this basis, a

three−way conversation began about the differences among their re-

spective methods.

As a way of entering the conversation, Murakami asked Sakai about

the significance of the ranking of literature, history, and philosophy

used in Chinese classifications of scholarly discplines. According to

Sakai, there has been a tendency in China since ancient times to re-

gard these three genres as a single entity and there is no clear distinc-

tion between them within the Chinese system of scholarship. The

same holds true for India, Numata added, where literature and phi-

losophy do not go beyond the strictures of traditional grammar inso-

far as they are written in Sanskrit.

Translation methods are also a major issue when it comes to Japa-

nese doing research on the scholarship and cultures of other countries.

Numata said that, naturally, when he is doing research on ancient In-

dian or Buddhist texts, he will do translations from the language of

the original. However, to understand more abstract materials within

them, he will also make use of the semantic content of the characters

used in Chinese translations of the materials as well as concepts from

Western philosophy. On this point, Murakami noted that the differ-

ences between phonetic and ideographic characters were also an issue

for translation.

In connection to this, Sakai spoke of the difficulties in translating

and understanding poetry (shi), which contains expressions and se-

mantic content particular to the form. One truly needs to think about

this as extending to a problem of “sense” when it comes to the art

form of poetry. Naturally, the essence of that sense that is required of

a researcher will differ from what is required of a poet. In that case,

however, it is difficult to understand on the whole the “essence” that

one ought to grasp. The matter of understanding that essence was the

problem underpinning the foregoing discussion. For such understand-

ing, the techniques and system−building

approaches themselves seem to be a prob-

lem inherent to boundary−crossing na-

ture of method.

The floor was opened to questions in

the latter half of the discussion, and nu-

merous inquiries came from those on

hand. The questions led to

exporations from multiple

perspectives and fruitful dis-

cussions actively pursued

over such matters as the

possibilities for interactive

exchanges among different

fields and the problem of guaranteeing objectivity in research.

“Philosophy and Religion : Based on Schelling’s
Weltalter (The Ages of the World)” Symposium, 3rd Unit

On February 22, 2014, the 3rd Unit of the IRCP hosted a sympo- sium titled “Philosophy and Religion : Based on Schelling’s Weltalter

IRCP Newsletter Vol.8 3



(The Ages of the World)” at

the Toyo University Hakusan

Campus (Building 6, Room

6207). Presentations were

made (in the following or-

der) by Professor Sugawara

Jun (Nagasaki University)

on “Between Theories of

Evil and Myths : The Scope

of Schelling’s Weltalter,”

Professor Okamura Yasuo

(Yamaguchi University) on

“Philosophy and Religion in Schelling,” Nagai Shin (IRCP Re-

searcher) on “The Problem of Jewish Mysticism : The Logic of Kab-

balah,” and Ono Jun’ichi (IRCP Visiting Researcher) on “Schelling

and Islam : Arabian Philosophy and Mysticism as Seen Through the

Philosophy ofWeltalter.”

The presentations by Sugawara and Okamura laid out how current

Schelling scholars read him philosophically. Sugawara spoke on the

meaning of myth in Schelling’s philosophy and the problem of evil,

which he laid out as a response to a presentation given at a related

symposium held last December by Professor Markus Gabriel (Bonn

University). Okamura discussed the Weltalter both in term of studies

on Jakob Böhme and in terms of how it connects to work from

Schelling’s early period. Nagai’s presentation outlined the extent to

which “contraction”−the concept that defines Weltalter to its core−de-

viates from and maintains commonalities with the Jewish thought

from which Schelling derived inspiration. Ono spoke of how that

same concept is also to be found in Arabic, that is to say, Islamic

thought, and how it is intimately connected with the Arabian philoso-

phy of which Schelling speaks. He outlined the differences between

the Arabian version and Schelling’s version of “contraction” and their

philosophical possibilities.

Nagashima Takashi (IRCP Researcher), serving as a representative

for the hosting body, led off the Q&A and discussion session with a

question for the presenters about history as a concept in Schelling, ar-

guing that Weltalter as a “history” philosophy project suggested the

impossibility of history. He also touched on the ways the word “Wel-

talter” has been translated, and argued that more detailed studies

based on a philological handling of Schelling are needed about the

equivalent terms used.

Though it is Schelling’s most important work, Weltalter has seen

little discussion to date, and

in particular represents a

missing area in Japanese re-

search on Schelling. This

symposium may have been

deeply significant in its serv-

ing as a first step toward

closing that gap.

Study Group Report
Study Group Session, 1st Unit :

“Buddhism and Religious Studies in the Age of Émile Étienne Guimet”

On January 30, 2014, the 1st

Unit of the IRCP hosted a talk

“Buddhism and Religious Studies in

the Age of Émile Étienne Guimet”,

by École française d’Extrême−Ori-

ent Head of Research Frédéric Gi-

rard (IRCP Visiting Researcher) at

the Toyo University Hakusan Cam-

pus (Building 9, Meeting Room 4). The presentation covered the fol-

lowing topics.

Girard began his presentation with a discussion of religious studies

in Europe during the period that Guimet (1836−1918) was active. At

the time, theories of religious evolution held sway, arguing that the

world’s primitive religions had evolved to reach their apex in the form

of Catholicism in Christianity. Under this theory, Buddhism was held

to be the same as nihilism or as a universal religion similar to Chiristi-

anity. However, Guimet did not regard Buddhism as nihilism ;

rather, he thought that it had a universal value and a positive signifi-

cance for being a religious philosophy that had not a ruling sovereign

God. One might surmise from this that Guimet came to Japan to dia-

logue with religious Japanese individuals because he wanted to find

answers to philosophical and metaphysical debates. However, there

were problems of interpretation when it came to his conversations

with such individuals, and he was not able to achieve much in terms

of results. This may be why Guimet forewent publishing those dia-

logues and instead performed translations of such basic works on

Buddhism as Gyonen’s Hasshu Koyo (The Essentials of the Eight Tra-

ditions).
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Another characteristic that may be inferred about Guimet’s under-

standing of religion is that he still believed the Egyptian religion to be

the progenitor of all the religions, belonging to Athenasius Kircher’s

ideas modern religion, seeing even the Indian and Oriental religions

as being under its influence, though he abandon gradually this con-

ception in his old age. The Isis Copper Plate was regarded as having

been influenced by the Platonic philosophy of its time, and Guimet

appears to have believed the plate was the prototype for the mandalas

of esoteric Buddhism. This seems to be why he had a replica made of

the three−dimensional mandala from the To−ji temple in Kyoto,

which he then exhibited at a conference on East Asian studies in

Lyon. Support for these conjectures can be seen in the explanations

that Guimet appended to the To−ji mandala ; for instance, his expla-

nations of its bodhisattva sections were made in a Neoplatonic vein.

One can infer that Guimet took such an approach because he was in-

fluenced by his thoughts regarding the Isis copper plate. Even though

he later distanced himself from such ideas, the fact that Guimet

mainly visited temples in Japan that enshrined Benzaiten and Dai-

tokuten provides the basis for speculating that he may initially have

been searching for the influences of Egyptian religion and gods similar

to those of the Isis cult.

The presentation was fol-

lowed by a discussion

among the people at the

talk. Despite the meeting

taking place on a weekday,

20 people took part in what

proved to be an extremely

successful gathering.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

1st Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and theWorld in the Meiji Period”, 1st Unit
On May 14, 2014, Professor

Gereon Kopf (IRCP Visiting Re-

searcher, Luther College) gave a

presentation entitled “Ethics of Ex-

pression : An Application of the

Non−dualism found in Buddhist

Philosophy to Contemporary Ques-

tions” at a study group session held at Toyo University Hakusan Cam-

pus (Building 1, Room 1202). This study group session was first in-

stallment in the Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity

and the World in the Meiji Period”. This is a summary by Presenter

himself.

The term “non−dualism” was first introduced as the English trans-

lation of the term “advaita” used in Indian philosophy to describe the

monistic position of Advaita Vedānta. However, I use the term “non−

dualism” as an alternative to dualism, monism, and, by extension, the

individualist pluralism à la Leibniz’s monadology. Non−dualism does

not deny differences but rather the notion of essence, which lies at the

core of the positions outlined by the rationalists and their problems.

Dividing reality into two unconnected realms, dualism is unable to

bridge the gap between these realms and denies multiplicity ; the

claim to a unified one world, makes monism unable to explain differ-

ence and multiplicity. Essentialist pluralism cannot account for inter-

action among individual essences. In response to these positions, non

−dualism suggests one world without essences, whose citizens can in-

teract and communicate.

As it is well−known, Buddhist texts that advance non−dualism ex-

plicitly suggest a middle way equally eschewing an affirmation or a

negation of the self ; other use the phrases “mutual interpenetration

of the noumenon and the phenomena”（事事無碍 lishiwuai）and
“mutual interpenetration among the phenomena”（理事無碍 shishi-
wuai）to describe human existence in light of Mahāyāna Buddhist
cosmology.

Mutai Risaku, who inherited the philosophies of his teachers

Nishida Kitarō and Tanabe Hajime, used similar conceptual construc-

tions to frame a philosophical vision of postwar globalization. Bor-

rowing the three terms “individual,” “world,” and “specific” from his

teachers, Mutai suggests that the individual expresses the totality of

the world by means of “specific” identities.

Using Mutai’s terminology, I suggest that persons are formed in the

encounter with other individuals and with a plethora of identities.

Persons not only emerge from a network of relationships, they also ex-

press multiple identities. While Mutai uses the term “specific” pre-

dominantly with regard to national and ethnic communities, I expand

it to refer to identities in general. Because persons are formed in dia-

logue with others, self−awareness depends on the knowledge of the

other and vice versa. Similarly, philosophical positions are shaped in

dialogue with other posi-

tions and express the stand-

points and moral attitudes

of the persons who hold

them. This is what I call

“ethics of expression.”
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2nd Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and theWorld in the Meiji Period”, 1st Unit
On June 11, 2014, Professor

Emeritus Yoshida Kouhei (IRCP

Visiting Researcher, Toyo Univer-

sity) gave a presentation entitled

“The Transformation of the Study

of the Mind : Nishida Kitarō’s

‘Cultivation’ and ‘Inquiry,’ and Ag-

ony in Natsume Sōseki’s Kokoro” at

a study group session held at Toyo University Hakusan Campus

(Building 1, Room 1202). This study group session was second in-

stallment in the Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity

and the World in the Meiji Period”. It sought to elucidate the modern

Meiji problem of the self through considering the work of Nishida Ki-

tarō and Natsume Sōseki.

Yoshida discussed “pure experience” (junsui keiken), the most im-

portant term in Zen no kenkyū (An Inquiry into the Good ), focusing

on the idea of cultivation (shuyo). Nishida single−mindedly applied

himself to the practice of zazen (seated meditation) before the publi-

cation of Zen no kenkyū, from Meiji 31 to 39 (1898−1906). He was

aiming to do away with fabrications, assumptions, and pre−existing

concepts in order to grasp the true self. Yoshida described this en-

deavor as “cultivation,” proposing that the original state of the self

that is obtained through this means is in fact what Nishida describes

as “pure experience.” A similar idea can also be found in the Cheng−

Zhu and Yangming schools of Neo−Confucianism.

After this, Yoshida considered the agony of characters in Kokoro as

symbolic of the modern self. The teacher (called “Sensei”) and his

wife appear in the novel form a nuclear family that has deviated from

the emperor−led patriarchal extended family system. While Sensei ob-

tains freedom and independence, he pays the price of isolation. This

isolation is the very characteristic of the modern individual. It involves

living while suffering through the loss of one’s home. Kokoro is a

novel that depicts the conflicts and tension in the movement of the

isolated modern individual’s heart and mind from distrust of others to

distrust of oneself.

During the Meiji period, people searched for the self in a way that

was reminiscent of the Cheng−Zhu and Yangming schools of Neo−

Confucianism. One of the academic fruits of this was Nishida’s Zen

no kenkyū. In the context of the Meiji period’s cult of success, Nishida

made a sincere effort not to be carried away by narrow self−interest.

However, at the same time,

the modern individual that

he describes bears and is

cornered by the fate of isola-

tion. Through this research

meeting, both the lighter

side and shadow of the self

in the Meiji period became clear.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

3rd Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and theWorld in the Meiji Period”, 1st Unit
On July 9, 2014, 1st Unit of the

IRCP invited Professor Okada

Masahiko (IRCP Visiting Re-

searcher, Tenri University) to give a

presentation titled “Studies on the

History of the Bonreki Movement :

The Development of Buddhist Sci-

ence in 19th Century Japan” at the

Toyo University Hakusan Campus (Building 5, Room 5309). This

was the third installment in the Meeting of Study Group Series

“Views of Humanity and the World in the Meiji Period”.

In his talk, Okada explained how a strain of astronomy developed

during late Edo Period and early Meiji Period and corresponded to

the outlook on the universe as manifested in the Buddhist Scriptures.

This astronomical movement, originated by the Buddhist monk Fu-

mon Entsū (1754−1834), held that the world is flat with the legen-

dary Mt. Sumeru（須弥山 Shumisen) at its center, in contrast to

Ptolemaic theory and the spherical Earth concept. The Buddhist sci-

ence that this movement produced was divided into three fields : the

“梵暦道 bonrekidō” for creating calendars, the “宿曜道 Sukuyōdō” for
performing astrology, and the “梵医道 bon’idō” for creating medi-
cines.

After the death of its originator, the movement split into two fac-

tions : the Dōyoji−ha, which worked to revise Entsū’s arguments sci-

entifically ; and the Iyoji−ha, which left his theories unchanged and

viewed them in absolutist terms. To visually substantiate its own theo-

ries, the Dōyoji−ha actively created celestial models that it referred to

as the “model of Mt. Sumeru”（須弥山儀 Shumisen−gi). These mod-
els were just precision machines similar to an orrery, which was a pre-

cursor to planetariums. These machines showed times and dates, as

well as the orbits of the sun and the moon for a given time and date.

Tanaka Hisashige, who founded a company that would later become

Toshiba, played a major role in creating these Shumisen−gi models.

Supporters of the Bonreki movement made accurate astronomical
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observations, created calendars, and distributed them to the public at

large. Even after the solar calendar was ordained by law as the national

calendar in 1873, Bonreki associations were still permitted to distrib-

ute their calendars and their activities among the general public were

widespread.

The Bonreki movement began as an anti−modernist campaign that

initially took shape in opposition to modern Western science, but it

was also a scientific endeavor that entailed making accurate astro-

nomical observations and produced precise machines and calendars.

At the same time, it was also a broad−based movement widely ac-

cepted by the populace. Responding to the influx of modern Western

science during the final decades of the Tokugawa Shogunate and the

start of the Meiji Period, the movement grounded itself in a tradi-

tional view of the universe while adopting a scientific attitude in con-

structing a precise strain of astrology and the movement spread itself

far and wide. The major achievement of this study group session was

Professor Okada shedding

light on this Meiji Period

worldview that was con-

signed to the dustbin of his-

tory amid the drive toward

modernization and the at-

tendant policies that fol-

lowed.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

ResearchTrip Report, 1st Unit : the Symposium “Critique of Japanese Buddhism”
at the International Research Center for Japanese Studies

The symposium “Critique of Japanese Buddhism” at the Interna-

tional Research Center for Japanese Studies on June 14 was made up

of three speakers, two English−speaking and one Japanese scholar.

With Brian Victoria (Oxford University) and Matsumoto Shiro

(Komazawa University), two of the most outspoken critics of Japanese

Buddhism were invited. In their talks, both scholars extended their re-

nowned criticism to new fields. The third speaker James M. Shields

(Bucknell University), who belongs to a younger generation of schol-

ars, took impetus from Critical Buddhism in discussing doctrinal

questions. The critical discussions regarding Buddhist doctrine at the

symposium shed new light on IRCP 1st Unit research on Inoue En-

ryo’s pioneering role in modern pan−sectarian Buddhist philosophy.

The following is a report by Rainer Shulzer (IRCP Visiting Re-

searcher).

Matsumoto Shiro questions the authenticity of large strands of East

Asian and Japanese Buddhism for their ontologically affirmative no-

tions of self, Buddha nature, or the human soul. He argues that the

overall pattern of an alleged affinity between the human soul and the

Absolute is the very standpoint of Brahmanism ; pointing out that

this is the selfsame notion the Buddha rejected in his teaching of non

−self.

In a very detailed paper “About the Kyoto School’s Understanding

of Buddhism,” Matsumoto showed that the same criticism may also

be applied to Nishida Kitaro and Nishitani Keiji.

In the title of his presentation, Brian Victoria asked the question

“Can »Nation−Protecting Buddhism« be rightly called Buddhism?”

Victoria’s negative answer is based on his belief that Buddhism, in or-

der to preserve its integrity, must stay aloof from the political system.

As a universal religion Buddhism must not confine itself to national

interests as guarded by politics, but strive for the salvation of all sen-

tient beings. This criticism not only applies to Buddhist nationalism

in modern Japan, but is also extended to the general problem of an

East Asian Nation−Protecting Buddhism spanning a period of over

1500 years.

The fact that James M. Shields was the first and not the last speaker

of the symposium was seemingly not so much due to the logical order,

but due to the principle of seniority. Whereas Matsumoto and Victo-

ria confined themselves to negative accounts of Japanese Buddhism,

in his paper “Rethinking Buddhist Materialism,” Shields pointed with

affirmative intentions to a doctrinal option for Critical Buddhism.

He started out from an alliance with the world−immanent and pro-

gressive spirit of Meiji New Buddhism and suggested commonalities

with Marx’s materialism. Rather than idealist speculation, both Marx

and the engaged New Buddhists intended pragmatic attempts to im-

prove social conditions. Shields went on to explore this link by point-

ing to the idea of universal liberation from alienation and dehumani-

zation in early Marx. Shields constructive suggestion for Buddhist

critical theory contrasted strongly with the destructive criticism of his

senior colleagues. Moreover, where Shields rejects any notion of

“true” Buddhism, Matsumoto in theoretical respect (i.e., the doctrine

of non−self ) and Victoria in practical respect (i.e., the doctrine of uni-

versal salvation) implied substantial claims about essential Buddhist

doctrines. This further complicated the discursive formation repre-

sented by the three speakers.

The subsequent discussion lasting almost two hours reflected this

complexity through a great variety of questions and comments. Gen-

erally, Shields paper was taken up with warm interest, while the criti-

cism of Matsumoto as well as that of Victoria (apart from his unsub-
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stantiated depiction of King Ashoka) did not face any general dis-

agreement.

The comments by Sasaki Shizuka (Hanazono University) and Sueki

Fumihiko (convener and moderator), in addition to the questions

from the audience, gave evidence of an excellent level of scholarship

in the room.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

1st “Methodologies” Study Group Session, 2nd Unit
On February 21, 2014, at the

Toyo University Hakusan Campus

(Building 8, Meeting Room 2) a

talk entitled “Hume and Nominal-

ism” was given by Takenaka Kurumi

(IRCP Project Research Assistant,

currently a doctoral student in Toyo

University’s Graduate School of Letters). Takenaka’s presentation

served as the first meeting of the “Methodologies” study group hosted

by the 2nd Unit of the IRCP, and was taken from part of the disserta-

tion she is currently preparing on David Hume.

Takenaka began by summarizing the basic principles underpinning

Humean philosophy. She explained the core concepts of Humean

philosophy, “perception,” “impression,” and “idea,” and questioned

how they are situated within not only Hume’s work, but the history

of European philosophy from the 17th century onward. In particular,

questions about how diverse simple ideas become complex ones via

the fuction of the imagination and about the intrinsic qualities of

such unions and associations provided the theoretical foundation for

the second half of Takenaka’s presentation on her main topic of

nominalism in Hume. For Hume, she argued, both the idea of sub-

stance and the idea of mode are nothing more than simple ideas com-

bined through the faculty of the imagination to form complex ideas

and that each of those has its own name. We are able to call to mind

those assemblages by those names. When we use a general term, it is

impossible to try whether it can really apply to every individual idea

corresponding it. Then we recall nothing but to mind a particular

idea through custom or habit. And individual ideas are collected by

means of resemblance or the function of the imagination. Takenaka

then made reference to such problems as constant conjunction, the

concept of “type,” and the idea of substance as points deserving of fur-

ther discussion once such arguments as that are accepted.

Her presentation was a persuasive one, with references to the works

of Hume and prior research by others. The researchers participating in

the study group were mainly younger scholars from Toyo and other

institutions engaged in spe-

cialized research on Hume

or in other areas of Western

philosophy. The enthusiastic

discussions that unfolded

touched on both Humean

thought and Takenaka’s in-

terpretations thereof.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

2nd “Methodologies” Study Group Session, 2nd Unit
On March 1, 2014, the 2nd Unit

of the IRCP hosted a presentation

by Kawamoto Hideo (IRCP Re-

searcher) entitled “Autopoiesis as

Method” at the Toyo University

Hakusan Campus (Building 6,

Meeting Room 3). Serving as the

second meeting of the “Methodologies” study group, the event was co

−sponsored by the university’s Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco−

Philosophy.

Through his works Metamorufoze : Otopoieshisu no kakushin

(2002,Metamorphosis : The Core of Autopoiesis), Shisutemu genshogaku

(2006, System Phenomenology), and Rinsho suru otopoieshisu (2010,

Clinical Autopoiesis), Kawamoto has constructed a philosophical the-

ory that is centered particularly on the concept of autopoiesis. This

presentation built on the foundations of his previous research in order

to zero in on how the autopoiesis concept can be applied from a

methodological perspective. It is difficult to describe or understand

the system of autopoiesis using only models such as consciousness or

perception, or through only language in general. Kawamoto’s presen-

tation took as its starting point, albeit with modifications, the argu-

ments of the theorists who formulated the concept of autopoiesis :

Humberto Maturana, Francisco Varela, and Niklas Luhmann. While

noting his differences with the ideas of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guat-

tari, Kawamoto used illustrations and photographs to carefully eluci-

date a way of thinking whose keys are to be found in such topics as

systems in dynamic equilibrium, self−organizing systems, the emer-

gence of systems, double operations, and coupling. Throughout his
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talk, Kawamoto clearly laid out the most important areas of contesta-

tion when thinking about autopoiesis as method, including the emer-

gence of reality during the process, clarifying the categories of system

and environment, setting up the category of double operations, clari-

fying what tactile phenomena are, examining coupling and its applica-

tions, and isolating external indicators from internal alternatives.

The event was well attended by people both with and without con-

nections to the IRCP, and the discussion was vigorous. Comments

were varied and diverse, touching on everything from such philo-

sophical issues as the differences between Kawamoto’s understanding

of autopoiesis and the thinking of Deleuze and Guattari and on the

possibilities for ethics based

on autopoiesis, to com-

ments that were grounded

on actual experiences in the

field of rehabilitation. The

gathering was a deep one

that went long over its allot-

ted time.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

3rd “Methodologies” Study Group Session, 2nd Unit
On April 19, 2014, the 2nd Unit

of the IRCP hosted the third meet-

ing of “Methodologies” study group

at the Toyo University Hakusan

Campus (Building 6, Faculty of Let-

ters Meeting Room). The meeting

featured a presentation by Yama-

guchi Masahiro (IRCP Visiting Researcher, Tokyo University of Sci-

ence) titled, “Issues and Methods in German Idealism : Toward

Overcoming Modern Philosophy.”

Centering on Hegelian philosophy, Yamaguchi traced the geneal-

ogy of German idealism in his lecture as he took up the concept of

“self−reflection” (Jp. hansei, Ger. Reflexion) in the works of various

philosophers. For example, Fichte’s work attempted to repair Kant’s

rupture between theoretical reason and practical reason through the

“fact and/or act” (meaning the operations of self−consciousness ; Ger.

Tathandlung). Schelling, in contrast, argued that this very notion of

fact/act produced opposition between subjectivity and objectivity, and

that his identity philosophy was formulated by instead reintegrating

these ideas. Fichte was critical of Schelling’s stance, however, arguing

that the absolute non−discrimination unifying the subjective still

manages to produce differences. Against this backdrop, Hegel saw the

self−reflection that served as their theoretical method as nothing more

than something that simply fixed that division and opposition into

place. In that light, he attempted to expand the meaning of self−re-

flection in new directions to overcome such oppositions. Self−reflec-

tion in this new sense would be dynamic self−reflection. It would not

be limited to the abstract identity, such as “A is A” or “non−A is non−

A,” but rather should unify things that stood in opposition. A relates

to its opposite, non−A, however, does not disappear in it, but recover

itself. In short, self−reflection in the Hegelian sense is nothing other

than the execution of the cyclical movement between things that are

opposed. Yamaguchi argued that this self−reflection as a thought op-

eration entailing this cyclical movement of opposed things was indeed

the central methodological concept of Hegelian philosophy, and is

conceivably the method for overcoming modern philosophy. One can

think of the development of German idealism in Hegelian terms as

the cyclical movement of self−reflection entailing the attempt to grasp

that which is absolute and limitless in the sublation (Ger. Aufhebung)

of opposed, relative, and limited things.

Yamaguchi’s talk was extremely well−attended by people from out-

side the university as well as by fellow researchers from the IRCP.

Consequently, the question and answer session that followed saw

many questions from researchers working in different fields and from

members of the general public, as well as from Professor Yamaguchi’s

peers working in the same

field. The discussions were

fruitful and lively, allowing

for an investigation from a

variety of perspectives of the

theory of self−reflection in

Hegelian philosophy as a

methodology.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

IRCP Newsletter Vol.8 9



“A Philosophy post−Fukushima” , 2nd Unit : Driven out of a Nuclear TownMovie
Screening and Lecture

On May 30, 2014, the “A Phi-

losophy post−Fukushima” research

meeting hosted by the 2nd Unit of

the IRCP was held at Toyo Univer-

sity Hakusan Campus (Building 6,

Room 6102). The movie Driven out

of a Nuclear Town : A Documentary

about Refugees from Futaba was screened, and its creator, Ms. Horikiri

Satomi, gave a lecture. This movie is a record of interviews with Fu-

taba residents who were forced to evacuate their town due to the nu-

clear accident after the Great East Japan Earthquake. From 2012 to

2013, Horikiri patiently gathered material for the documentary at the

former Kisai High School in Kazo, Saitama, where Futaba residents

had evacuated to.

The movie is notable for its presentation of residents’ candid opin-

ions and emotional subtleties, which were drawn out by Horikiri.

These truly “living voices” share with viewers the harsh lifestyle of

evacuees that was forced upon people who had their land contami-

nated and taken away, as well as the lack of understanding−“You ran

away from Fukushima!”−they face as individuals who evacuated to

save their own lives. The Futaba residents’ lives as long−term evacuees

have resulted in inner conflict that is often unnecessary. A split even-

tually emerged among them over the inadequate choice between liv-

ing as evacuees outside of Fukushima prefecture or returning to their

homes. This forced choice arose due to pressure from the external cir-

cumstances of government administration and daily life, which were

unrelated to the essential issue : the influence of the damage caused

by radiation (health damage that could be a matter of life and death).

Of course, these external circumstances are also the vicious products

of the nuclear accident, which continues to give rise to problems over

three years later. This documentary vividly shared the pain and loss of

people who were torn away from the area were they grew up without

having any say in the matter. With regard to this, Horikiri said, “Ja-

pan is divided into those who have a precious hometown and those

who don’t.” This left a strong impression on the audience, and will

probably serve as an important statement for this “A Philosophy post−

Fukushima” research group.

Despite the late time of this research meeting, many students at-

tended, as well as approximately thirty people from outside of the uni-

versity. While it was unfortunate that there was not an adequate

amount of time for the question and answer session, the time that was

available was filled with a lively exchange of opinions between

Horikiri, attendees, and researchers from the International Research

Center for Philosophy. It is not easy for everyone to develop their own

understanding of the Fukushima nuclear incident and to continue to

bear in mind their memory of it. However, it appears that, through

this meeting, participants

reaffirmed that “A Philoso-

phy post−Fukushima” is an

important activity for per-

sisting in constantly think-

ing (the foundation of phi-

losophy) about Fukushima.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

4th “Methodologies” Study Group Session, 2nd Unit
On June 21, 2014, at Toyo Uni-

versity Hakusan Campus (Building

6, Faculty of Letters Meeting

Room) the fourth “Methodology”

study group meeting (hosted by the

2nd Unit of IRCP) was held.

Watanabe Hiroyuki (IRCP Visiting

Researcher) gave a talk entitled “Spinoza’s ‘Methodology.’”

The primarily philosophical aims of Spinoza’s (1632−1677) main

philosophical work Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (below,

Ethics) are as follows : To show that the knowledge of “God,” which

he defines in the book’s Part One, is the highest good for the human

mind. To show that “intellectual love” towards God arises in the hu-

man mind from this knowledge of God. To show that this “intellec-

tual love” of God is part of God’s love that is directed towards Him-

self. To show that human “Blessedness” consists in this “love.” And so

on.

In his incomplete early work Treatise on the Emendation of the Intel-

lect, he asserts that, in order to obtain this intellectual love towards

God, one must learn the method for the intellect to correctly cognize

things, as well as guide one’s mind and improve the intellect while

following the norms that this method provides. Watanabe pointed out

that there is a natural connection between this methodological con-

ception in Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect and the fact that
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Spinoza adopted in his Ethics Descartes’ “geometrical manner” from

Second Response of his Meditations on First Philosophy. Watanabe said

that a set of analyses relating to the “definition” found in Treatise on

the Emendation of the Intellect supports this interpretation.

As Spinoza wrote his Ethics, the method of improving the intellect

found in Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect faded into the back-

ground. He states in the introduction to the Part Five of it that this

method involves “completing the intellect” and falls under the cate-

gory of Logic. Watanabe suggested that Spinoza did reject his own

methodology from his Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect, how-

ever, he ceased to see it as the only way to reach “Blessedness.”

Many people took part in the post−presentation question and an-

swer session, including center researchers and outside participants.

Several questions were raised

by researchers working in

the same area, leading to

rich discussions, for exam-

ple, considering Spinoza’s

philosophical methodology

from a diverse set of per-

spectives.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

ResearchTrip Report, 3rd Unit :
“Field Survey of Multiuc ultural Coexistence in Myanmar”

As part of the 3rd Unit of

IRCP “Research on Basis of

Thought for the Society of

Multicultural Harmonious

Coexistence, ” Miyamoto

Hisayoshi ( IRCP Re-

searcher), Watanabe Shougo

(IRCP Researcher), and Inoue Tadao (IRCP Visiting Researcher) con-

ducted a field survey on the religious situation in Myanmar. We ar-

rived in Yangon on February 28th. On the next day (March 1st), we

visited the Maha Sasana Meditation Center and the International

Meditation Center (IMC). We saw that Myanmar meditation centers

were gathering interest from around the world. We then went to see

the House of Memories of Bogyoke Aung San, the father of Burmese

independence, as well as the largest market in Yangon, which is named

after him. Then, we headed to the Shwedagon Paya Pagoda, one of

the largest Buddhist pagodas in the world, which is visited by many

believers. It is said that eight strands of the Buddha’s hair are held in

this holy stupa. On March 2nd, we moved to Mandalay, the second

largest city after Yangon. We began by visiting Mahagandhayon

Kyaung, located in the Amarapura district. This is one of the training

facilities for the 300,000 monastics in Myanmar. Approximately

1,100 monastics carry out strict religious training there. Then we vis-

ited the Dhamma Mandapa Vipassana Centre. We listened to an ex-

planation given by U Aung Tin, the center manager, and experienced

meditation, albeit for a short period of time. We also visited the

Dhamma Mandala Vipassana Centre, but a one−month training pe-

riod had just started, and we were unable to see inside. Additionally,

we went to the giant pagoda Mahamuni Paya, which contains over

seven hundred stone Buddhist scriptures, which are said to be the

largest in the world. On our way to our hotel, we came across a pro-

cession that was part of a ceremony for entering the monastic order.

Boys rode horses, and girls rode ox−drawn carriages. While it was a

Buddhist ceremony, it was somewhat similar to the Shichi−Go−San

Festival in Japan. On March 3rd，we returned to Yangon early in the
morning and went to see the Loka Chantha Abhaya Labhamuni

Monastery’s large Buddha statue. In the afternoon, we visited the of-

fices of the National League for Democracy (NLD, General Secre-

tary : Aung San Suu Kyi), one of the symbols of Myanmar’s democ-

ratization. We also had the opportunity to talk with Moe Linn, the

author of a book on Suu Kyi entitled Up Close. In the evening, we vis-

ited Sule Paya (a Buddhist Pagoda with the Buddha’s hair), located in

the center of the city where City Hall and the Supreme Court stand.

It is a place that is loved by the people, similar to Asakusa in Tokyo.

Nearby is a large Christian Church and an Islamic worship hall, a re-

flection of the intermingling of various religions. While most people

think of Myanmar as a Buddhist country, countries in Southeast Asia

have a long history of accepting various religions. While on the way to

the airport to head back to Japan, we passed by the house of Suu Kyi,

which is often broadcast on television and news.

Today in Myanmar, where approximately 90% of the population is

Buddhist, meditation is very popular. Many foreigners also visit to

participate in meditation training. One of the aims of this survey was

to observe this situation. The Vipas-

sana training method, which is

similar to Yoga and Zen, is the

mainstream method in meditation

practice. We would like to continue

to investigate the role and meaning

of this extremely peaceful religious
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training method for meditation in a multi−cultural and multi−relig- ious society.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

ResearchTrip Report, 3rd Unit : “Toward the Kyosei of Humanity, Society, and Nature”
On May 27, 2014, the 3rd

Unit of the IRCP hosted a

talk by Yamamura (Seki)

Yoko (IRCP Postdoctoral

fellow) titled, “Toward the

Kyosei of Humanity, Society,

and Nature” at the Toyo

University Hakusan Campus (Building 6, Meeting room of School of

Literature). As part of her research on kyosei mainly as it relates to ag-

riculture and forestry, Yamamura made a trip to Wakayama and Mie

Prefectures from May 21−24, 2013, and a second trip to Hyogo and

Mie Prefectures from February 11−24, 2014.

Yamamura’s talk summarized her activities and preliminary find-

ings. On her trip to Tanabe City, Wakayama Prefecture, Yamamura

collected documents, made observations, and interviewed relatives of

Minakata Kumagusu (1867−1941) to learn how his scientific ideas

and the protest movement that he launched against shrine consolida-

tion were received by the local community at the time.

In Iga City, Mie Prefecture, Yamamura reported her observations of

an area where local residents had succeeded in addressing the negative

impacts of Japanese macaques and reducing the damage done to crops

and their livelihoods through “Chasing away by village” , where an

entire village unites to remove damages. This strategy is an effective

technique for mitigating damage caused by macaques, while at the

same time also appeared to provide an opportunity to reorganize the

communal society essential to regional creation. In light of the present

−day situation, where questions are being raised anew about the estab-

lishment of civil society, neoliberal economic development (bearing in

mind that the emergence of wildlife damage is a consequence of mod-

ernization), and the significance of the connections among humans

and between them and nature, wildlife damage management appears

to contain a social significance that goes beyond that of simply resolv-

ing an issue of agriculture and forestry.

In Toyooka City, Hyogo Prefecture, Yamamura spoke with people

about the status of community farming regarding “Oriental White

Stork Friendly Farming Method” and about policies for on reintro-

ducing storks to the wild. One case in particular seemed deeply inter-

esting for thinking about the kyosei (harmonious coexistence) between

human beings and wild animals. In a community where farmlands

devastated by wildlife damage have been recovered and converted into

wetlands (registered under the Ramsar Convention) that provide

white storks with a feeding ground, there are Japanese deer whose

feeding behaviors have helped to sustain those wetlands. However,

these deer have also caused tremendous damage to surrounding farm-

lands, forests, and the surrounding vegetation. These deer pose the di-

lemma of being animals that are beneficial for economic development

on the one hand, but at the same time are also pests.

In Sasayama City, Hyogo Prefecture, Yamamura conducted obser-

vations and interviews regarding communities that have been working

to convert wildlife damage and countermeasures against it into posi-

tive resources for regional development and redevelopment.

Yamamura also expressed her gratitude to the many individuals and

institutions from whose assistance she benefited on her trips, includ-

ing the Minakata Kumagusu Archives ; the Mie Prefecture Agricul-

tural Research Institute ; Division of the Oriental White Stork and

Humans, Toyooka City Hall ; and the Kobe University Sasayama

Field Station. Finally, she

thanked Toyo University for

providing the venue for her

to make her report. Kyosei

study for Wildlife manage-

ment will contribute much

to the Kyosei research of 3rd

Unit.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

1st Meeting of Study Group Series “Formations ofWritten Religious SacredTexts andTheir Meaning :
A Consideration forTools for Creating Multicultural Harmonious Coexistence”, 3rd Unit

On July 5, 2014, the 3rd Unit of the IRCP held the first meeting

of a study group series on the theme “Formations of Written Religious

Sacred Texts and Their Meaning : A Consideration for Tools for Cre-

ating Multicultural Harmonious Coexistence” at the Toyo University

(Building 6, Room 6206). Religion is a significant to multicultural

harmonious coexistence, and the sacred texts that put the teachings of

a religion into written form constitute the core around which a relig-

ious community comes into existence. The questions of how these sa-
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cred texts are created in their writ-

ten forms and authorized by a relig-

ion are core topics to be examined

in this study group series. Thus

Watanabe Shougo (IRCP Re-

searcher) remarked first. Professor

Emeritus Sonoda Minoru (Kyoto

University) and Professor Emeritus

Miyake Hitoshi (Keio University)

followed Watanabe’s remarks with

presentations on the creation of

texts in Shinto and Shugendo.

Sonoda spoke as follows : “The

jinja engi are one kind of document

that shrines compiled about their origins and the miracles performed

by the deity that each venerates. Such documents were created inces-

santly, mainly during the medieval and early modern periods. In the

shrine circles of the modern era, these types of texts were formally

called jinja yuisho (“the origins of the shrine”) rather than jinja engi.

This is because engi is a word of Buddhist origin and its use was

avoided in the years after the Meiji Restoration, a time when those in

shrine circles had worked to eliminate all Buddhist influences. How-

ever, the jinja engi were produced under the system of Shinto−Bud-

dhist syncretism that has existed throughout Shinto history. As such,

in certain respects they continue to provide the scriptural foundations

for the shrines even today. In fact, jinja yuisho may generally be re-

ferred to as [jinja] engi without any regard to the fact that attempts to

remove Buddhist influences have been made since early modern

times.” Given that, he has taken up the jinja engi as examples of writ-

ten sacred texts for Shrine Shinto, and painstakingly tracked the proc-

ess of the shift from “Buddhist origin, Shinto trace” to “Shinto origin,

Buddhist trace” that has occurred under the influence of these Jiin

(Temple) engi while investigating their overall significance.

Miyake, for his part, took up the sacred texts associated with

Shugendo. He began by noting that they initially were formed as

compilations of oral traditions and written instructions known as kiri-

gami (literally “paper strips”) taken from the Tendai and Shingon (eso-

teric) Buddhist traditions as well as Shinto sources. Within the Tendai

sect in particular, both the Sanmon school (centered on Mt. Hiei) and

the Jimon school (centered on Onjo Temple) made as their three cen-

tral pillars both exoteric and esoteric teachings as well as shugen

(mountainascesis). A forerunner in this regard was the early 13th cen-

tury Jimon school monk Keisei (1189−1260), who in his work Sho-

zan engi drew connections between the engi and sacred places (reichi)

of Omine (in modern Nara), Katsuragi (also in modern Nara), having

an implication of the Lotus Sutra and esoteric Buddhism. This was

followed by a work from the early 14th century sectarian scribe Koshu

(1276−1350) titled Keiran shuyo shu that took up such sacred moun-

tains as Omine in a chapter on “matters of the Sanno (Sanno no koto)”

and put particular emphasis on the deity Bezaiten as manifested at

Tenkawa. Miyake then turned to explanation grounded in the princi-

ples of esoteric Buddhism and in hongaku (“original enlightenment”)

theory in Tendai thought. In the mid−14th century, a wandering

shugen practitioner named Sokuden (dates unknown) produced a

work titled Shugen shuyo hiketsu shu compiling 50 kirigami on cloth-

ing, the meaning of terms, rituals to be followed for entering sacred

mountain, and so forth in connection to Mt. Kinbu and Mt. Hiko.

The influences of Tendai hongaku thought and esoteric Buddhism on

this work are evident in this work as well. In the late 17th century, the

Onjo Temple monk Shiko (1662−1720) produced a work titled Jimon

denki horoku in which he used the aforementioned works to argue for

the primal orthodoxy of shugen as practiced at Onjo and originated by

the 9th century Jimon school founder Enchin. Thus, Miyake argued,

the Tendi sect was deeply involved in the formation and development

of the sacred texts associated with Shugendo.

Miyamoto Hisayoshi

(IRCP Researcher) then

brought the study group

meeting to a close, ending a

conclave of deep signifi-

cance to the 30 or so people

who attended.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Study Group Session, “Coexistence with Nature :
Its Modes of Expression”, 3rd Unit

On July 12, 2014, the 3rd Unit of the IRCP held a study group

session on the theme “Coexistence with Nature : Its Modes of Ex-

pression” at the Toyo University Hakusan Campus (Building 6, Meet-

ing room of School of Literature). The event marked the second

meeting for the study group, whose aim is to seek out concepts of co-

existence within such concrete modes of expression as the fine and

visual arts. This gathering focused on a presentation by Eto Takumi

(Part time lecturer at Toyo University) about “The Influence of Flem-

ish Painting on Italian Portrait Painting of the Classical Period : Espe-

cially on the Works of Leonardo da Vinci.”
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In his talk, Eto focused on how

Flemish painting contributed on the

formation of classicism at the High

Renaissance and on the series of

portraits by Leonardo da Vinci. It is

said that the three−quarter−view

portrait format had its origins in

Flanders. For example, there are the

connection between the portrait Ginevra de’ Benci depicted by

Leonardo in the 1470s and Petrus Christus’ Portrait of a Lady which

was then in the collection of the Medici family. Paul Hills regarded

Leonardo as the first Italian painter who recognized the contemplative

character of this Flemish portrait. The plant ornament on the reverse

of the portrait of Ginevra, the laurel and palm wreath, have a resem-

blance to the coat of arms of Bernardo Bembo, who had been in

Flanders as Venetian ambassador. Based on this, Bembo may be the

person who commissioned the portrait.

During his stay in Milan that began in the 1480s, Leonardo de-

picted such portraits as Lady with an Ermine, Portrait of a Musician

and La Belle Ferronnière. The Portrait of a Musician is said to be under

influence of the emotive expression of the portraits by Antonello da

Messina, who learned Flemish oil painting techniques. One can also

recognize a tendency in these portraits : the portraiture of sitters,

whose sex can be not distinguished clearly, gradually dissolve into the

idealization.

In 1503 Leonardo, who returned to Florence in 1500, accepted a

commission of a portrait from Francesco del Giocondo. He was de-

voted to creating the portrait of del Giocondo’s third wife, Lisa, for

three years. The composition of Mona Lisa, seated on an armchair,

can trace back to the picture tradition of the Madonna. Also the

opening framed by two columns behind the sitter resembles that of

Hans Memling’s portrait of Benedetto Portinari. In consequence,

such anti−classical portrait has been completed. Mona Lisa has an un-

easy visage wearing its slight Gothic smile against the fantastic back-

ground. We can find in

Mona Lisa a definite resolu-

tion to the question of

Heinrich Wölfflin : a fusion

of the Gothic subjective ide-

alism and the objective

naturalism of the 15th cen-

tury.

Publications
Journals of IRCP
Journal of International Philosophy, no. 1 (March 2012) ISSN 2186−8581
Journal of International Philosophy, no. 2 (March 2013) ISSN 2186−8581
Journal of International Philosophy, no. 3 (March 2014) ISSN 2186−8581

Extra Issues of Journal of International Philosophy,
No. 1 : Philosophy of post−Fukushima (March 2013) ISSN 2186−8581
No. 2 : Time and Space of the Concept of “Law” (March 2013) ISSN 2186−8581
No. 3 : Towards a Philosophy of Co−Existence : A Dialog with Islam (June 2013) ISSN 2186−8581
No. 4 : The Transfer and Transformation of “Law” (August 2014) ISSN 2186−8581

Journals of International Association for Inoue Enryo Research
International Inoue Enryo Research, no. 1 (March 2013) ISSN 2187−7459
International Inoue Enryo Research, no. 2 (March 2014) ISSN 2187−7459
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Activity Schedule
Sep. 24 (Wed)
15 : 00−18 : 00

Joint Symposium “What is Internationalizarion? Past and Future of the International Research
Center for Philosophy, Toyo University”
Lecturers : Murakami Katsuzo (IRCP) and Others
Venue : Room 5404 (Toyo University Hakusan Campus, Building 5)

Sep. 27 (Sat)
14 : 00−17 : 00

Study Session “a Philosophy of post−Fukushima” 2nd Unit
Lecturers : Nishitani Osamu (Rikkyo University)
Venue : Meeting Room 3 (Toyo University Hakusan Campus, Building 6)

Oct. 8 (Wed)
Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and the World in the Meiji Period” 1st
Unit
Lecturer : Ideno Naoki (IRCP Visiting Researcher)

Oct. 11 (Sat)
18 : 00−20 : 00

WEB International Conference « Raison et expérience −− Sur la méthode de la philosophie spi-
nozienne» 2nd Unit
Lecturers : Pierre−François Moreau (ENS−LSH/UMR 5037) and others
Venue : Special Meeting Room (Toyo University Hakusan Campus, Building 8)

Oct. 14 (Tue)
Meeting of Study Group Series “Formations of Written Religious Sacred Texts and Their Mean-
ing : A Consideration for Tools for Creating Multicultural Harmonious Coexistence” 3rd Unit
Lecturers : Matsuda Kazunobu (Bukkyo University)

Oct. 18 (Sat)
Meeting of Study Group Series “Formations of Written Religious Sacred Texts and Their Mean-
ing : A Consideration for Tools for Creating Multicultural Harmonious Coexistence” 3rd Unit
Lecturers : Enomoto Fumio (Osaka University), Horiuchi Toshio (IRCP Research Associate)

Oct. 22 (Wed)
16 : 30−18 : 00

Meeting of Study Group Series “Toward a Society of Multicultural Coexistence : What Relig-
ions and Ideas can do?” 3rd Unit
Lecturers: Miyamoto Hisayoshi (IRCP), Watanabe Shougo (IRCP), Horiuchi Toshio (IRCP Re-

search Associate)

Nov. 8 (Sat)

International Symposium “Contact between Traditional Knowledge and Modern Science” 2nd
Unit
Lecturers: Sripada Subrahmanyam (A.P. Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library & Research Institute)

and Others

Nov. 12 (Wed)
Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and the World in the Meiji Period” 1st
Unit
Lecturers: Shirai Masato (IRCP Research Associate)

Nov. 22 (Sat)
Symposium “a Philosophy of post−Fukushima” 2nd Unit
Lecturer : Takada Hisayo (Greenpeace Japan), Murakami Shimpei (Nanairo no Sora)
Venue : Room 6102 (Toyo University Hakusan Campus, Building 6) [undecided]

Nov. 29 (Sat)
13 : 00−16 : 00

Symposium “The Effects of Meditation on Spirituality” 3rd Unit
Lecturer : Minowa Kenryo (University of Tokyo), Bamba Hiroyuki (Nippon Yoga Koreikai), Ken-

neth K.Tanaka (IRCP Visiting Researcher, Musashino University)

Dec. 10 (Wed)
Meeting of Study Group Series “Views of Humanity and the World in the Meiji Period” 1st
Unit
Lecturer : Iwai Shougo (IRCP)

* Information on events is uploaded to the website (http : //www.toyo.ac.jp/site/ircp/).
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1st Unit Basic Research to Rebuild Japanese Philosophy

Researcher TAKEMURA, Makio SAGARA, Tsutomu★ SHOJIGUCHI, Satoshi〇
IWAI, Shougo◎ IBUKI, Atsushi MIURA, Setsuo

2nd Unit Research on Methodologies ofWorld Philosophy Common to

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Eastern andWestern Philosophy and Religion

Researcher MURAKAMI, Katsuzo☆ KAWAMOTO, Hideo NOMA, Nobuyuki
NUMATA, Ichiro◎ SAKAI, Tahoko〇 SHIMIZU, Takashi
OBERG, Andrew OHNO, Takeshi

3rd Unit Research on Basis ofThought for the Society of Multicultural

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Harmonious Coexistence

Researcher MIYAMOTO, Hisayoshi★◎ NAGASHIMA, Takashi〇 NAGAI, Shin〇
YAMAGUCHI, Shinobu HASHIMOTO, Taigen WATANABE, Shougo
KIKUCHI, Noritaka ASAKURA, Koichi SODA, Takehito
SHIMODA, Yoshiyuki

Visiting Researcher

SCHULZER, Rainer KURODA, Akinobu TAKEUCHI, Dai
OHNISHI, Yoshitomo GIRARD, Frédéric KOPF, Gereon
TANAKA, Kenneth MURAMATSU, Satoshi ONO, Junichi
INAGAKI, Satoshi WU, Zhen WATANABE, Hiroyuki
YAMAUCHI, Hirotaka SAITO, Akira BAIKAL
INOUE, Tadao SATO, Atsushi KOSAKA, Kunitsugu
ITOH, Takako YOSHIDA, Kouhei YAMAGUCHI, Ichiro
YAMAGUCHI, Masahiro TUTIYA, Syun IDENO, Naoki
ISHIDA,Yasushi KAMATA, Toji OKADA, Masahiko
NISHIMURA, Ryo GABRIEL, Markus

Research Associate

SHIRAI, Masato MUTO, Shinji HORIUCHI, Toshio

Research Associate

YAMAMURA (SEKI), Yoko

Project Research Assistant

TAKENAKA, Kurumi MISAWA, Yuji
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Research Organization (August 2014)

☆＝Director；★＝Vice-director；◎＝Project leader；〇＝Assistant project leader
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