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ESD-Net 2030 Learning Webinar Series on ESD Pedagogy — Version 20/03/2023

Higher Education & ESD
Taking a transdisciplinary approach to teaching based on SDG 4 and ESD at universities

Date: 30" March, 1 pm CEST, duration: 120min (90 min breakout session, before and after UNESCO
with all participants)
Zoom Unesco, registration here.

Thematic focus:

In 2022, the 3¢ UNESCO World Higher Education Conference 2022 (WHEC2022), the UN High-Level
Political Forum (HLPF), and the UN Transforming Education Summit (TES) reaffirmed the important
role of education for sustainable development (ESD) and, more broadly speaking, education’s role in
transformations needed to pave the way towards a more sustainable future. The UN 2030 Agenda and
associated SDGs are a framework for higher education institutions (HEIs) to contribute to such
transformation through their core activities of Education, Research, Community Engagement and
Campus operations. Not only are HEIs educating the citizens of today and the leaders of tomorrow;
they are important actors at the local level, and inform policy nationally and globally.

In line with the objectives mapped out in the ESD Roadmap for 2030, this event will look at HEIs and
their teaching practices for ESD. Special attention will be paid to teaching ESD through a
transdisciplinary approach. We will also discuss Whole-Institution Approaches to (E)SD.

The webinar will present and discuss:

e ESD Practices and activities at higher education institutions,

o Different approaches and strategies for SDG 4, - how it impacts university curriculum,
teaching and learning and activities on and beyond the university campus,

o Key Competencies and Skills around ESD: enabling students of all disciplines to understand
sustainable development and the interconnectedness of SDGs, and critically engage with
sustainability questions and motivate them to contribute to finding innovative solutions to
challenges faced.

Session structure:

After a short welcome by IAU, an ‘icebreaker’ poll (or question in chat) to the participants will be used.
This is followed by input presentations (5min each) and a moderated panel discussion, which will
include perspectives from experts in different positions and based at universities around the globe.

The central question to panellists and participants will be:
Why and how to teach ESD through a transdisciplinary approach?

After this first part of the session (30 min), the participants will be invited to answer the following
questions:
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What are new opportunities offered by ESD?

What did you find challenging when integrating ESD into pedagogy/teaching practices?
Which obstacles prevented you (until now) from doing so and how did you overcome these?
The session will be moderated by IAU; participants will have the opportunity to ask questions
and engage with the speakers, through polls, the chat box and similar tools.

A selection of challenges will be shared with the discussants who will address these and propose ways
to overcome them.

Facilitators (follow link for bio):

Hilligje van’t Land, PhD, Secretary General, International Association of Universities (IAU)
Isabel Toman, Programme Officer, Sustainable Development, IAU

Presenters and discussants from universities (5 min input each):

Charles Hopkins, Charles Hopkins, Unesco Chair, York University, Canada, SDG 4 IAU HESD
Cluster

Toshiya Aramaki, Deputy Director, SDGs Promotion Center; Dean, the Faculty of Global and
Regional Studies, Toyo University, Japan

Rosie Latchford, Students organising for Sustainability (SOS-UK)

Daiva Penkauskiené, MRU Associate Professor at the Faculty of Human and Social Studies,
Institute of Educational Science and Social Work, Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania

Time (CEST) Segment Speakers
13.15 approx | Welcome to breakout room, IAU introduction Hilligje van’t Land
Engagement Poll to ask for expectations of the participants in the | Isabel
tool breakout room
13.20 Presenting the structure, introductions (depending on | Isabel Toman, all
the number of participants likely via the chat) participants
13.25 Input presentation from York University Charles Hopkins
13.30 Input presentation from Toyo University Toshiya Aramaki
13.35 Input presentation from Mykolas Romeris University | Daiva Penkauskiené
2
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13.40 Input presentation from Student organisation SOS Rosie Latchford

13.45 Summarising and opening the floor for questions from | Hilligje van’t Land, Isabel
participants to presenters Toman

ongoing Questions to participants and presenters Speakers/participants

(moderated by Isabel
Toman)

Engagement ‘I[deas board’ on key points to take away of the | Isabel
tool participants in the breakout room

14.30 approx | Summarising the main point of the discussion, closing | Hilligje van’t Land
and invitation to return to main room

The International Association of Universities (IAU) has advocated for the role universities and other
higher education institutions (HEIs) have played in support of sustainable development since the early
1990s. Already in 1993, the IAU Kyoto Declaration called for higher education leaders to better
articulate HE’s work to achieve a sustainable future. This was reaffirmed in 2014 with the IAU Iquitos
Statement in which the IAU called for stronger connection between knowledge systems, including
indigenous knowledge systems around the world IAU was one of the strongest advocates for the
inclusion of higher education as a key stakeholder for achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. IAU was
one of the Key Partners in UNESCO’s Global Action Programme on Education for Sustainable
Development (GAP ESD 2014-2019), and is currently a partner to the follow-up initiative, the ESD for
2030 Global network.

IAU’s strategic priority Higher Education and Research for Sustainable Development (HESD) includes
surveys on HESD, the IAU Global HESD Cluster Network, specialized publications, the IAU HESD portal,
representation at events and more around sustainability in higher education.

See also: https://iau-aiu.net/, http://www.iau-hesd.net/

13/363



Toyo’s Initiatives for SDGs Promotion

Deputy Director of SDGs Promotion Center,
Dean, Professor, Faculty of Global and Regional Studies,
Toyo University, Japan

Toshiya Aramaki
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%oy, Uv\‘: Gga..%ALS
History Key numbers
#Founded in 1887 & 13 faculties and 45 programs |
as Private Academy of Philosophy with diverse academic disciplines
Our educational principles (inc!uding humanities, soc_ial s_ciences,
engineering and other major fields of

- To have one's own philosophy
- To think deeply in search of true essence
- To tackle social issues proactively

study)

& 5 campuses

€ Pioneer in Distant Education Different cities in Tokyo and its suburbs
1888 - First lecture notes sent to those
keen to learn but unable to attend classes 'S 30,000+ students

@ Pioneer in Education of Women One of the largest universities in Japan

1916 - First private university in Japan to
enroll female students
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@ Charter of Conduct for SDGs | Practical Exercises of SDGs —— |
(‘gm’ 29t21) ¢ by President and € University-wide transdisciplinary course
_ C:});nnrgélggfn y rresigent an - All students with a variety of majors can take

this course and add it to their graduation credits

- 5 key components: Education, F At
) : - Hyflex style for students in different campuses

Research, Social and Global
contribution, Environment, Diversity _ _
& Inclusion € Not “Lecture”, but “Practical Exercise”

- Along with our educational principles

- A short lecture and group discussion for a wide
range of topics under SDGs, offered by experts

- Make specific action plans with the group

€ SDGs Promotion Center
(Oct, 2022)

- as a initiator and supporter for
university-wide actions
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Toyo SDGs Ambassador
Pregram for International
Students

- For outstanding students with keen g
Interests in the SDGs and related fields

- Expected to do some actions for SDGs
by educating and leading our
University’s communities

- Scholarship package with tuition E
waiver and accommodation, on-
campus part-time job opportunity

tnis AP

F SDGs Ambassadors
& - Students and student groups
who voluntarily undertake
activities to promote the
SDGs on their own initiative

- Support from the university |
for their activities '

L
crart from
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Kyoko Nakamura - Kaori Miyachi -

Yukio Miyawaki - Makiko Toda Editors (B8x)

1. Global Discourse and the Patriarchal Norms of FGM: Beyond the Zero Tolerance Policy

2. Virtuous Cuts: Female Genital Circumcision in an African Ontology
How Did the Discourses of Globalized Eradication Campaign Reach Grassroots Communities? Female
Genital Cutting and Its Eradication Activities among the Yellow Bull in Ethiopia

4. Cursed or blessed? Female Genital Cutting in the Gamo Cultural Landscape, South Western Ethiopia

5. Female Circumcision in Transformation: Medicalization and Ritual Changes among Gusii People in Western
Kenya

e a e e n I a 6. A Grassroots Movement to Eradicate Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting and the Local's Reaction: A Case
- s Study of the Maasai, Kenya
u I a I 0 n 7. An Ethnography of Diversity and Flexibility around Female Circumcision and Female Genital

Mutilation/Cutting: A Case of a Local Community Response to the Abolition Movement of Kenya

-
Cuttl n (Nakamura, Kyoko)
8. Genealogy of the Movement to Abolish FGC in Sudan: Focusing on the Role of Religion (Abdin, Mohamed)

9. Female Genital Cutting in Asia: A case of Malaysia

G'[}bﬂl Lero TﬂlE‘fﬂﬂFE PEIIE'}' HI'I.d Diverse 10. Female Genital Cutting in Southeast Asia from the Viewpoint of the Female Body and Sexuality
RESPGHSES fmm Af”{an &ﬂ[' ASH“ Lﬂ[ﬂl 11. The Role of Men in the Abandonment of FGM/C

Lommunities 12. Autonomy and Bodily Integrity and Male Circumcision
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Hands to Hands 2022

No application is required this time. Please come directly to the venue.
. Date and time:

N =

November 15th (Tuesday)12:00~13:15 and 17th (Thursday)12:00~13:15,

¥ Finished when sold out
3. Pick-up location: Hakusan Campus: Building 1, 1F Elevator Hall
4. Examples of goods
Rice, pasta, instant noodles, biscuit- -
X Please make sure you bring your bag o
*You may be asked to wait outside to avoid crowds.

Contacts(volunteer support office) : mivolsup@toyo.jp / 03-3945-7297
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New Three Year Project “Research on Development of Resilient

and Sustainable Society through Inclusive Implementation of SDGs "

Started!

Ryo MaTsumaru, Director

Since its founding in 2001, the Toyo University Center for Sustainable
Development Studies (hereafter, the CeSDeS), has conducted a field-
based research that contributes practically to sustainable development
and the resolution of local issues. In AY2022, we started the research
project “Research on Development of Resilient and Sustainable Society
through Inclusive Implementation of SDGs” as a Toyo University Top
Priority Research Program (until AY2024). While the research at the
CeSDeS so far has been done from the perspective of sustainability,
this new research project aims to promote research that adds the
perspective of resilience as well. It also aims to further reinforce the
functionality of the real-world research platform that the CeSDeS is
in charge of by bridging the humanities and sciences and through
industry—government—academia cooperation. With the start of the new
project, Ryo Matsumaru and Ikuko Okamoto were appointed as director
and vice-director, respectively.

AY2022 has seen the gradual relaxation of the restrictions on
movement that were put in place due to the coronavirus pandemic and
the restarting of activity in the field. We aim to achieve our research

objectives in the next three years by making full use of the skills acquired over the past two years to effectively and
efficiently carry out our research activities, such as making prior arrangements and collecting basic data online and
conducting major surveys in the field.

We plan to receive researchers from other departments of Toyo University for the new research project to enhance
cross-cutting research. We will also be experimenting with several new initiatives in addition to our research activities.
Furthermore, we are planning to strengthen our information dissemination and outreach activities with regard to
research results. A “CeSDeS Open Seminar on SDGs,” is also planned, which anyone will be able to join online. It
will be held regularly (3—4 times per year), and our newsletter will be distributed via e-mail. We also plan to continue
dedicating effort to cultivating young talent, as we have always done. We appreciate your continued support and
cooperation in the CeSDeS’s research activities.
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Higashikawa, the Hokkaido Town that is Developing

New Strategies to Connect Cultures

From February 28 to March 2, 2022, | visited the
town of Higashikawa in Hokkaido to take a look at its
multicultural coexistence initiatives and other regional
revitalization policies.

Higashikawa is a town of about 8,000 people, located
roughly in the center of Hokkaido. The eastern part
of the town is mountainous, forming a large forested
area, and is part of the Daisetsuzan National Park, the
largest natural park in Japan. The town, which borders
Asahikawa City, has halted its population decline and
now attracts many young people. Foreigners make
up 4.5% of its residents. Agriculture is its key industry,
with the focus being on rice farming, though highland
vegetables are also grown in the mountainous areas.

At the core of Higashikawa’s regional revitalization
is its culture of photography. The town declared itself a
“Town of Photography” in 1985, and it was mentioned on
the town's website that the aim was to create a warm-
hearted and “photogenic town” on this blessed land
that was open to the whole world, where nature, culture,
and people could intersect through photography. The
Higashikawa International Photo Festival is held in
the summer and various other events coincide with
it. Higashikawa’s Declaration as the Culture Capital of
Photography is lauded as an initiative to create a place,
beaming with smiles, where photographs and people
from all over the world connect through the culture of
photography.

At Higashikawa City Hall, as far as the town’s
multicultural coexistence policies are concerned, | held
a hearing about the operation of municipal Japanese-
language schools, as well as the town’s recruitment of
Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs) and their
activities. | also visited Higashikawa Elementary School
for observation and to ask about the work of the CIRs
and Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs). In addition, |
visited Asahikawa Welfare Professional Training College
and held a hearing about whether Hokkaido had

The library space inside CENTPURE, a place for everyone, where things,
people, and ideas meet
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Namiko Numao, Researcher

enough certified care workers, the declining humber of
admissions to the college, and the admission of foreign
exchange students in order to ensure sufficient welfare
talent in Hokkaido.

Higashikawa has been offering short-term training
programs in Japanese language and culture since
20009, for which foreigners can acquire a short-term visa
to study Japanese language and culture. After that, in
2013, when Asahikawa Welfare Professional Training
College opened a Japanese language department and
admitted many foreign students, the town provided
support for them by expanding scholarship programs for
foreign students, making additions to the student center,
and having CIRs serve as counselors for the students,
among other things. In 2015, the Higashikawa Japanese
Language School opened its doors and welcomed many
foreign students from Taiwan and other countries and
regions. The Asahikawa Welfare Professional Training
College also admits foreign students and is working on
securing welfare talent.

In addition to teaching Japanese in the classroom,
the Japanese Language School also facilitates
demonstrations of traditional arts by local residents,
such as the tea ceremony and traditional dance; taking
photographs and making wood crafts that use the town’s
special characteristics and local resources; and hiking
and skiing at Mount Asahi (Asahidake). The school also
has students participate in the Obon and Fuyu Matsuri
festivals and sets up opportunities for interaction with
senior citizens.

Enjoying beautiful landscapes does not require
words. | was able to confirm that Higashikawa has
developed a variety of projects to make itself a hub
for interaction through the promotion of its unique
multicultural coexistence policies and the creation
of environments that evoke emotional responses to
scenery through photographs.

Scenery in Higashikawa
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Report on International Joint Research on Coparenting

Akie Yapa and Takumi YADA, Visiting Researchers

Coparenting refers to the process and relationship
whereby both parents are involved in parenting
(Feinberg 2002). The Japan team at CeSDeS, led
by Prof. Chino Yabunaga (CeSDeS Researcher),
participated in the CopaGloba research project led by
Finland (University of Jyvaskyla, Jyvaskyla University of
Applied Sciences) and jointly conducted comparative
research, along with Portugal (University of Porto), on
the way in which couples who are first-time parents-to-
be form their perceptions of coparenting before and
after their child is born. Effective coparenting is known
to reduce parents’ stress and improve the family’s and
child’s well-being (Morrill et al. 2010; Teubert & Pinquart
2010). However, as studies on coparenting in Japan are
limited, we believe that the results of this study illustrate
the current state of coparenting in Japan and provide
beneficial findings for the development of future policies
and initiatives related to parenting based on similarities
and differences with other countries.

The survey was conducted via interviews and written
questionnaires. It was a longitudinal study, starting
in 2020, in which respondents were surveyed twice,
before childbirth and after (when the baby was roughly
18 months old). This time, we stayed in Japan from
December 17, 2021, to January 8, 2022, to interview
the “before” couples and the “after” couples and to
administer the written questionnaires. We also met with
Assoc. Prof. Daisuke Ito (CeSDeS Researcher at the
time; currently Visiting Researcher) from the Japan team
to work out the details regarding the second wave of
the longitudinal survey and how we would analyze the
data going forward.

298/363

To give an update on our progress, we have used
quantitative methods to analyze the reliability and
validity of the coparenting scale used in the “before”
questionnaires (“Prenatal version of coparenting
quality,” Pinto et al. 2019) with regard to Japan, Finland,
and Portugal, and the paper has been written jointly by
researchers from all three countries. We have defined
themes common to all three countries by which to
analyze the interview data, and we are currently in the
process of preparing the data so that it can be analyzed
according to that framework. Going forward, we plan to
continue conducting the second wave of the longitudinal
survey and move forward with the comparative research
after examining how best to analyze the data obtained
from the written questionnaires and interviews.
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Analysis of Questionnaire Surveys about
Honeymoons and Travel Photos in Japan
Lan-Fang Ly, Visiting Researcher

The 21st century has given rise to the More than 6 months
global movement of people, things, money, alerthe veddre ‘
technology, and information, making society
more flexible both economically and in terms
of time. While this has resulted in an increase
in the number of people enjoying holidays
abroad, the coronavirus pandemic has
changed the tourism and bridal industries
significantly. Inbound/outbound tourism,
honeymoons, and honeymoon travel
photography (referring to pre-wedding and 00 20 10 B0 200 280
X . X 22018 survey (%) m2017 survey (%)
wedding photos taken at the destination)

are thought to have been particularly  rigure: Results from the 2017 and 2018 surveys in the Tokyo

i Metropolitan Area regarding honeymoon trip departure timing
hard hit. The approach to honeymoon (Source: Created by the author based on the Zexy Wedding

and honeymoon travel photography and Trends Survey)
the services customers demand are also
expected to have changed as a result of the pandemic.
With the lifting of coronavirus restrictions expected to revitalize the inbound and outbound

3-6 months after the wedding

1-3 months after the wedding

The next day to 1 month
after the wedding

Tokyo Metropolitan Area

tourism markets, great expectations have been placed on the development of the new tourism
industries of honeymoons and honeymoon travel photography, which give newlyweds once-
in-a-lifetime impressions and joyous moments and can also revitalize local economies. The
emergence of this new trend is significant for the bridal and tourism industries.

For this study, | analyzed the motivations for and obstacles to traveling felt by Japanese
people who are considering going on a honeymoon and availing travel photography services in
the near future, in order to understand their needs and desires. For the 2021 survey, | conducted
an online survey of Japanese residents who were planning to go on a honeymoon and avail
travel photography services in the near future. | also conducted a paper questionnaire of
university students.

Over the next three years, | will take advantage of the fact that the coronavirus pandemic is
winding down and visit China, Singapore, Cambodia, South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, and the
Philippines to conduct local surveys and research activities. My goal is to aggregate and analyze
the data to produce comparative research.

As honeymoons and honeymoon travel photography are predicted to result in broad
economic effects, such as across the accommodation and food & beverage industries,
the findings from this study should promote the revitalization of local economies and the
development of regional tourism.
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1st CeSDeS Open Seminar on SDGs

Ikuko OkamMOTO, Deputy Director

The Toyo University Center for Sustainable
Development Studies began a priority research
program titled “Research on Development of
Resilient and Sustainable Sociaty through Inclusive
Implementation of SDGs” in the present academic year.
With the easing of restrictions on human activity that
were implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic,
our researchers have resumed their research activities
in Japan and overseas. We believe we will be able to
share various research output in the near future.

One of our newest efforts to disseminate such
research output is CeSDeS Open Seminar on SDGs.
We plan to hold these seminars several times a year.
As we also encourage online participation, we hope to

share our research activities and results with a broader audience.

The first Open Seminar, titled “How the coup in Myanmar has disrupted progress toward meeting SDGs,” was held
on May 13, 2022. Professor Marie Lall of University College London joined me in discussing how the coup d’état of
February 2021 affected Myanmar’s society and economy. Emphasizing how the coup made it difficult to achieve the
SDGs, Professor Lall focused on education and health care, and | focused on poverty and food security. The seminar
attracted approximately 45 participants.

In 2011, Myanmar transitioned to a civilian government with the launch of economic and educational reforms.
However, the coup d’état and subsequent developments brought these efforts to naught, with the population’s hopes
for social and economic development seemingly tragically crushed. For example, on the economic front, the poverty
rate has reverted to 2005 levels; foreign companies have steadily left the country; unemployment is up; and inflation
has been persistently high. What is more, Myanmar is the only Asian country to record significantly negative growth.
Even in the rural areas where 70% of the population lives, such economic turmoil is serious, with people’s lives
becoming increasingly difficult as reflected by agricultural production and daily livelihoods. In terms of education and
medical care, while certain improvements are evident, such as an increase in school attendance and a decrease in
the malnutrition rate, the coup d’état and COVID-19 crisis resulted in school closures and the resignation or dismissal
of teachers and doctors. Thus, both education and health sector has fallen into a state of paralysis. The seminar
concluded that even though some form of national reconciliation would be necessary to improve the situation, such a
prospect was unlikely at present.

We look forward to making future open seminars a forum to discuss pressing global issues.
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“MeW Project” at Toyo University: An Attempt to Shed
Light on Various Issues surrounding Menstruation

Kyoko NAkamura, Researcher / Elli SuciTa, Visiting Researcher

In recent years, menstrual hygiene management
— in other words, the access to sanitary products, the
improvement of toilets that make it easy to change
sanitary products, and menstruation education—has
been recognized as a development agenda in the
field of international development assistance. Various
organizations, including NGOs, are providing more
support in this area. Menstruation is not only a problem
in developing countries but also in developed countries,
and there has been a growing movement to overcome
what has become known as “period poverty.” There also
is a growing trend in Japan toward questioning the act
of concealing menstruation and sanitary products. This
movement seeks to discuss menstruation and sanitary
products more openly and broaden understanding in
this area (Sugita 2022: 5-8).

The “MeW project” was launched at Osaka University
by Dr. Sugita and has now been adopted by Dr.
Nakamura and her team at Toyo University. “MeW”
stands for “Menstrual Wellbeing by/in Social Design,”
which, as a project concept, aims to rethink the status
quo of society and seeks to improve the social design to
resolve issues surrounding menstruation.

Specifically, the project involves installing MeW
dispensers for free sanitary products in restrooms. The
presence of the dispenser and a questionnaire that is
accessible from the restrooms creates opportunities for
concerned individuals to express their feelings about
menstruation, such as the pain and dissatisfaction they
are usually bottling up. The purpose is to clarify the
various issues surrounding menstruation from different
angles by giving individuals a voice when analyzing
these issues.

This unique dispenser provides three types of
sanitary products free of charge in the restrooms at
Toyo University. A QR code linked to a questionnaire
is displayed on the dispenser to collect user feedback
regarding menstruation and the sanitary products. The
project has collected opinions from a wide range of
users by selecting restrooms that are used by, among
others, international students and multi-purpose
restroom users. Moreover, sanitary products will be
restocked as needed, and consumption is recorded
at the time of restocking. Through this experimental
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research and opinion gathering, we seek to clarify
the various menstrual issues prevalent in Japan and
improve the lives of menstruators.

This project aims to contribute to alleviating the
problem of “period poverty,” identifying health issues
related to menstruation, improving educational
opportunities adversely affected by menstruation,
highlighting discrimination and gender disparities related
to menstruation, improving the toilet environment
by installing dispensers for sanitary products and
unravelling various aspects of sanitary products’
disposal problems. Therefore, this project addresses
SDG 1(No poverty), 3 (Good health and wellbeing for all),
4 (Quality education for all), 5 (Achieve gender equality
and empower all women and girls), 6 (Clean water and
sanitation for all), 10 (Reduce inequality amongst people
and countries), and 12 (Responsible consumption and
production).

References

Sugita, Elli. 2022 “Introduction” Elli Sugita and Mariko
Shinmoto Eds. Anthropology of Menstruation:
“Period” of Schoolgirls and Development
Assistance. Sekaishisosha (in Japanese).

MeW Dispenser REEMEZ (private room in main building)
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Survey Report on the Impact of Solar Lanterns on

Ethnic Minority Villages in Northern Vietham
Kozue KasHiwAzaki, Visiting Researcher

A field survey was conducted in the Hoang Su Phi
District of Vietnam from July 29th, 2022 to August 3rd
as part of a joint research project with Landport Co., Ltd.
(http://www.landport.co.jp). In January 2022, 200 solar
lanterns (CARRY THE SUN®) were donated to children in
the area through their elementary schools. The purpose
of this survey was to understand the living environment
and electricity usage in the target area, and to verify the
actual impact of the lanterns on people’s lives.

With the cooperation of a Vietnam General
Confederation of Labour (VGCL) provincial chapter and
elementary school teachers, we were able to visit the
homes of students in Nam Ty, Dan Van, and Tan Tien
villages to conduct interviews. These areas are home
to various minority ethnic groups, including the H’'mong,
Tay, Nung, and Dao, and are famous tourist destinations
thanks to their terraced rice fields. However, in recent
years, locals’ lives have become increasingly difficult
due to the effects of reduced yields resulting from
climate change, groundwater pollution from chemical
fertilizers, and higher prices. In the target area, some
small private hydroelectric power plants are in use, but
these cannot be used in the winter when there is little
rainfall, and cases have been confirmed of fires being
caused by electric wires igniting. State-owned power
distribution got a gradual start in the late 2010s, with
maintenance managed by neighboring organizations,

Interviews at a student’s home
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but cash payments for electricity are putting additional
pressure on household budgets.

Although the solar lanterns that were provided
are not particularly powerful, they have proven quite
popular, with children using them for studying, fetching
water buffalo at dusk, and doing housework in the dark.
What is more, to make the act of charging the lanterns
more efficient, it has become customary for multiple
individuals, including adults, to be in charge of them.

During the interview process, while some locals
confided that they felt it was important to protect
the land and culture that had been passed down for
generations, some parents also wanted their children
to get an education and a good job, and did not mind
leaving their place of birth to achieve this. On the other
hand, children said quietly, “When | grow up, | want to
be a teacher and come back to my old school” and “I
want to acquire knowledge and skills to help my father
with farm work.” Such words afford us a glimpse of the
possibilities for local sustainability.

National Highway No. 2, which runs from Hanoi to
Ha Giang Province, is currently under construction,
with bare mountain surfaces and underwater streams
exposed to the naked eye. As development progresses,
we plan to continue our research in the hope that, in the
future, the expenence of using solar lanterns will provide

further options to improve their lives sustainability.

Children climb the hills everyday
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Online EcoSchool Certificate Training for Youths and Households

in Various Philippine Communities/Ecosystems
Maria Rosario Piquero BALLESCAS, Visiting Researcher
(with Jon Gil Azcarraga Ramas, Zenaida Tabucanon, and Gerran Simacon)

Last October 8, 2022, the first Online
EcoSchool Certificate Training for Youths
and Households in Various Communities
and Ecosystems was launched by
the Regional Center of Expertise on
Education for Sustainable Development
(RCE-Cebu) together with BioNutrient
PDO (Philanthropic Development Office)
and other partners.

This online Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) initiative proceeded from the recognition of the following multiple, simultaneous
crises/challenges confronting people and planet globally and locally, including the Philippines:
global warming, covid pandemic, hunger, poverty, resource mismanagement, among others.

The online training project was intended to educate youth participants and their households
to manage their existing community resources, particularly, three types of household wastes—
kitchen/biowastes, paper, and plastics—for their immediate and sustainable food supply,
livelihood, and sustenance.

The 4-week October online session conducted every Saturday, from 10-11:30am Philippine
time, was intended to showcase, by December this year, instead of waste-littered communities,
green vegetable/herbal plant gardens grown on kitchen waste/biowaste compost which
could result in sustainable food supply, livelihood from waste products, and cleaner/healthier
households and communities of participants. (Refer to Figure 1for Participants’ Profile).

RCE-Cebu coordinated the themes, topics, learning materials (videos, PowerPoint
presentations), resource persons, technical support for the October module which centered on
two strategies, AGAPE (a garden per ecosystem diverting kitchen/biowastes to compost) and
DEO (daily eco-offering promoting segregation of wastes primarily to benefit participants and
their households, then later their communities or commercial ventures. (See Figure 2).

Left: Our Infographic
Middle: Participants from Laoag, llocos Norte in Luzon amidst a Typhoon
Right: Our first Photo Taking during the Online Eco-School Session
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