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Expanding Learning Opportunities
through Online English Language Program:

A Case Study of the “Learning English Abroad” Program in
Malaysia

Seiko Fujimoto-Kaneko

(Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, Toyo University)

Abstract: Universities have been developing short-term study abroad programs to cultivate
global human resources. The Corona pandemic restricted overseas travel, which made online
alternatives rapidly developed. Although online study abroad programs have the advantage of being
less time-consuming, low financial burden, and the degree of foreign language acquisition is not
lower than face-to-face programs, methods to enhance their effectiveness have not been fully
explored. In this study, using a five-week online English learning program with a Malaysian
university as a case study, the author explored the method of conducting online study abroad
program through Personal Attitude Construct analysis and interviews. The results revealed that the
Japanese students may have grown by trying to respond to their buddy students' dedication and
support. Online study abroad programs may contribute to enhancing the academic experience of
students with diverse backgrounds through the involvement of local collaborators such as buddies,

and by providing opportunities for face-to-face classes even if only on the domestic side.

Keywords: Learning English Abroad, online, buddy, Malaysia, Personal Attitude Construct



