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Acceptance of International Students and Japanese Language
Education at Professional Training Colleges:

Categorizing the Implementation of Japanese Language Education

Yu FUTAGOISHI
(Center for Global Education and Exchange, Toyo University)

Abstract

This study categorizes the current forms of Japanese language education in professional training
colleges, based on the historical development of the professional training college system and
statistical data on the acceptance of international students at these institutions. An analysis of the
system’s historical background revealed a discrepancy between the exclusionary tendencies toward
foreigners and demand for “foreign workers.” Statistical data showed that while some professional
training colleges are heavily dependent on international students, only about 30% of these schools
accept them, resulting in significant differences in the degree of reliance on international students.
Based on these findings, the forms of Japanese language education were classified into five
categories: (1) Japanese language major, (2) advanced Japanese language major, (3) compulsory
courses for non-Japanese majors, (4) elective courses for non-Japanese majors, and (5) informal

courses.
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