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Research Trends in Japanese Language Education for

Refugees
Naomi KATAYAMA
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Abstract

In recent years, despite Japan’s consistently low refugee recognition rate, the number of refugee
applications has shown an upward trend. The number of recognized refugees has also increased,
influenced by political upheavals in countries such as Myanmar and Afghanistan. Recognized
refugees are provided with Japanese language programs and support to promote independent living;
however, because Japanese language education is conducted in closed environments intended to
protect refugees, research in this area has remained limited.

In this study, previous research on Japanese language education for refugees was extracted through
keyword searches in CiNii (Scholarly and Academic Information Navigator). Using data from the
selected studies, we conducted a visualization analysis employing text mining techniques.
Furthermore, by applying the “Panoramic Framework of Japanese Language Education Studies,” we
organized the research domains addressed in prior studies and sought to identify themes that have

received limited attention in research on Japanese language education for refugees.
Key words :

Japanese language education for refugees, text mining, word cloud, panoramic framework of

Japanese language education studies



