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The Historical Transition and Future of Japanese Language
Schools

- An Examination of the Enactment of the Japanese Language
Institution Accreditation Act -

Yu FUTAGOISHI
(Center for Global Education and Exchange, Toyo University)

Abstract:

In May 2023, the Act on the Accrediting of Japanese-Language Institutes to Ensure Appropriate
and Reliable Implementation of Japanese-Language Education was passed. In this study, I analyzed
the historical transition of Japanese language schools and clarified the “problems” surrounding them
as the background for enactment of this law. I compared the Public Notice Standards for Japanese
Language Institutions, which are the existing standards for the establishment and approval of
Japanese language schools, and the new Accreditation Standards for Recognized Institutions of
Japanese Language Education. Whether the problems could be resolved was also analyzed. Findings
indicated that the problems that have arisen thus far do not come from an educational perspective;
rather, they are the result of the rapid increase in the number of Japanese language school students
who have benefited from the relaxation of visa status screening and the increase in the number of
Japanese language schools. However, a comparison of the Public Notice Standards for Japanese
Language Institutions and the Accreditation Standards for Recognized Institutions of Japanese
Language Education revealed that the point of change was from an educational perspective and not
directly in response to the rapid increase in the number of Japanese language school students and
intense nature of the Japanese language school business. Therefore, problems at Japanese language
schools may continue to occur despite enactment of the law. In order to overcome the problems, it
will be necessary to increase the barriers to entry into the Japanese language school industry, while
providing financial measures such as support for ordinary expenses to Japanese language schools to

stabilize the industry.
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