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Language and Culture Il

Instructor o0 00

[Sub-title]
Universality and Diversity of Language, Culture and Communication

[Course Purpose and Description]
This course focuses on the universality and diversity of language, culture and communication. Through this
course students will learn about various aspects of language and its uses. Knowledge about language, culture
and communication will help students when interacting with people from a variety of backgrounds in the context
of a globalized, international society.

[Learning Objectives]
The goals of this course are for students to be able to
(1) talk about the mechanisms of language and communication.
(2) observe and analyze some representations of language universality and diversity.
(3) identify some of the universal and context-specific aspects of language and culture.
(4) talk about the importance of understanding language and culture in a globalized society.

[Schedule]
[ 01. Orientation/Qutline of the course ]
[ 02. Overview of Language Communication ]

Only human beings are regarded as being able to use a language. We will compare their ways of
communication with those of other living creatures and discuss how they are different, in order to find out the
characteristic property of language.

[ 03. Language acquisition and use 1: mother tongue ]

Languages are very complicated systems and people find it very difficult to learn a language. Yet children
can learn to use their mother tongue so quickly. We will discuss some evidence that illustrates children's
amazing ability to acquire a language.

[ 04. Language acquisition and use 2: linguistic typology |

Thousands of languages exist in the world, but a close scrutiny reveals that their variations are severely
limited. We will discuss some of these variations to identify what restrictions exist and to find out possible
generalisations between them.

[ 05. Language acquisition and use 3: nature vs. nurture ]

Provided with the facts we have observed and discussed so far, we will discuss two approaches to language
acquisition: one that takes a view that language is an innate faculty, and the other that assumes that language
is a skill learned from the environment.

[ 06. Language acquisition and use 4: linguistic knowledge / Assignment (1) ]

Provided with the discussions so far, we will discuss what knowledge is stored in our mind/brain and how
that knowledge gives rise to various linguistic expressions to be used in communication.
[ 07. Universals and variations in speech sounds 1: overviews of accents ]

Languages assume different sound characteristics, giving out various 'accents', as they come to be used in a
wider community. We will look at how sounds differ in English accents around the world.
[ 08. Universals and variations in speech sounds 2: accents of British English ]

We will examine the characteristics of an accent of British English that is regarded as a standard variation,
and then compare it with other accents of English spoken in different places in Britain.
[ 09. Universals and variations in speech sounds 3: historical alterations ]

Languages change over time. In this lecture we will observe the chronicle alterations in accents of British
English, and learn how individual accents have historically come about.

[ 10. Universals and variations in speech sounds 4: accents in society / Assignment (2) ]

Different accents are derived not only from geographical expansion of languages but also from their
sociological penetration. We will look at an example of the latter kind in "Pygmalion", a play that features social
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connotations of accents of British English.
[ 11. Language and Thoughts 1: types of meanings ]

The same expression may give rise to different 'meanings'. We will observe examples of such cases in our
everyday life and discuss what types of 'meanings' exist in language.
[ 12. Language and thoughts 2: the world expressed by language ]

If languages differ about whether they have a linguistic expression for a particular phenomenon or not, a
question arises as to whether that phenomenon would be understood differently according to individual
languages. We will discuss how our thoughts are constrained by languages we use.

[ 13. Language and Thoughts 3: how meanings are arrived at |

Provided with the discussions so far, we will discuss what principles lie behind the understanding of the
meanings of linguistic expressions, and examine how the principles work and meanings are understood with
example sentences.

[ 14. Language and thought 4: cross-cultural understanding of meaning ]

In our growing global society, problems may arise as to the cross-cultural understanding of the meanings of
linguistic expressions. In this lecture we will discuss the influence of different cultures when expressions are
translated or incorporated into a different language.

[ 15. Final Report and Course Review ]

[Instructional Methods]

This is an omnibus-type course taught by three instructors. Each instructor will present and discuss a
different topic relating to language and culture. Students will be expected to use the ToyoNet-ACE Respon
system to engage during lessons by posing questions and exchanging their opinions with other participants.
Weekly assignments, which students are expected to complete, will be uploaded to ToyoNet-ACE. Instructors
may also invite guest speakers so that students can gain a broader view of language and culture. Feedback on
the assignments will be given through ToyoNet-ACE.

[Self-study before/after classes)

Before each lesson, students will be expected to work on that week’s worksheet or other assignments, as
announced on ToyoNet-ACE. Each pre-lesson assignment task is expected to take approximately 60 minutes to
complete.

Following each lesson, students will need to review lesson content and to further extend observations
and/or develop discussions using materials that have been distributed via ToyoNet-ACE. Each post-lesson
assignment task is expected to take approximately 120 minutes to complete.

[Methods of Evaluation and Grading Criteria]
This course will be evaluated through:
- three topic reports, weighted 20% each - 90%
- a final report — 10%.
Evaluation will be based on Toyo University criteria for grading.
Learning objectives (1)-(4) will be evaluated according to the criteria below.

(Assignments (1)-(3))

(17-20 points)

- Observes data correctly, and provides an analytic description of it.
- Makes contrastive analysis of universal properties and individual features.
- Expresses own opinions, developing what has been taught in class.
(13-16 points)

- Observes data correctly, and provides an accurate description of it.
- Distinguishes universal properties and individual features.

- Expresses own opinions, based on what has been taught in class.
(7-12 points)

- Observes most data, and provides a reasonable description of it.

- ldentify either universal properties or individual features.

- Provides a relevant summary of what has been taught in class.
(1-6 points)
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- Observes some data, and provides a reasonable description of it.
- ldentify some universal properties and/or individual features.
- Describe some of what has been taught in class.

(Assignments (1)-(3))

(7-10 points)

- Provides relevant examples based on own studies before/after class.

- Explains the meanings/definitions of basic terminologies/concepts.

(1-6 points)

- Provides relevant examples from handouts.

- Explains the meanings/definitions of some basic terminologies/concepts.

(Final Report)

(10 points) Expresses own opinions logically, developing what has been taught in class.
(8-9 points) Expresses own opinions, based on what has been taught in class.

(6-7 points) Provides a relevant summary of what has been taught in class.

(1-5 points) Describe some of what has been taught in class.

[Pre-requisites]
There are no specific prerequisites for this course.

[Textbooks]
Materials for this course will be distributed via ToyoNet-ACE. Before each lesson, students are expected to print
out that lesson’s materials and handouts and bring them to class.

[Reference Materials]
Pinker, Steven 2003. The Language Instinct. London: Penguin. 2,000 yen (appox.).
Pinker, Steven 2003. How the Mind Works. London: Penguin. 2,000 yen (appox.).

[Related Study Fields and Courses]
Language and Culture |

[Notes]
This is an introductory assignment to be carried out in Week 1. Submission details will be given in class.
[1] Write the reason you are taking (or are considering taking) this course. (If this course is required, please
state this.)
[2] Read the 'Course Purpose and Description' and write what you expect from this course.
[3] Write the abilities you expect to develop through this course, referring to the 'Learning Objectives'.
[4] Read the 'Schedule', write the contents that interest you most, and explain why.
[5] Read the 'Instructional Methods', and write questions, requests, etc. if any; otherwise, write 'none'.
[6] Read the 'Self-study before/after classes', and estimate how many hours of outside classroom study will be
necessary for you per week.
[7] Read the 'Methods of Evaluation and Grading Criteria' and write what effort you will need to make to obtain
a successful outcome in this course.
[8] If you meet the conditions shown in the 'Pre-requisites’, please state this.
[9] Write any other questions, requests or comments that you have.

[File No.1]
[File No.2]
[File No.3]
[URLs]
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[Schedule]
[ 01. Orientation: Choosing topics and forming groups ]

After reviewing the course syllabus in class, students will be divided into groups of 4-5 each to work on a
project. Each group will be asked to examine both the required assignment and the optional assignments shown
below, choose one from the latter, and discuss a necessary experiment for the assignments. Then, they will be
asked to discuss necessary preparations for the experiment, and share the tasks (readings and planning) among
the group members. Next, each group will be asked to report the preparations they have made on ToyoNet-ACE.
Reports must be posted before Week 2 and will be checked in class. Finally, we will review the schedule from
Week 2.
<Required assignment: voicing neutralization of a geminate plosive>
In Japanese, voiced plosives in loan words tend to lose voicing distinction (to be neutralized in voicing) when
they are the second member of a germination (e.g., 'g' in 'doggu'). First, collect minimally contrastive speech
data of this sort from 7-8 informants, and observe and describe the acoustic characteristics related to the
phenomenon in question. Then, collect and analyse further data, and discuss how the degree of neutralization is
influenced by factors such as style, speech rate, regional accents, frequency of occurrence, and so on.
<Optional assignments>

(1) Interpretation of pitch accents in vowels in sequence

(2) Influence of adjacent sounds on the duration of syllabic consonants

(3) Devoicing of initial vowels in utterances
[ 02.-05. Observation and description of speech data |

From Week 2 to Week 4, each group will report on what data they have collected and how they are dealing
with them. In preparation, collect relevant data well beforehand, segmentate and annotate them, and save the
files in the 'Project' section of ToyoNet-ACE. In class each group will present the progress of their own work for
about 5 minutes. We will discuss problems with the work and share suggestions to improve it. Students are
expected to learn how to use SFS and to have a better understanding of the acoustics of speech.

[ 06. Taxonomic Phonemics |

We will look at the concept of phonemes and how they are used to provide descriptions and analyses of
speech (Collins & Mees 2013 pp. 69-122).

[ 07. Distinctive Features ]

We will look at the concept of distinctive features and how they are used to provide descriptions and analyses
of speech (Odden 2013 pp. 61-140).

[ 08. Element Theory ]

We will look at the concept of phonological elements and how they are used to provide descriptions and
analyses of speech (Backley 2011 pp. 1-61).

[ 09.-12. Results of experiments ]

Each group will be asked to report the results of their experiments (presentation for 20 minutes and Q&A for
10 minutes). The handouts will be available beforehand on ToyoNet-ACE, so students are expected to check
them, compare them with their own results, and prepare comments and questions before class.

[ 13.-14. Reviews and discussions |

We will review and discuss the reported results, focusing on the required assignment in Week 13 and on
optional assignments in Week 14.

[ 15. Final exam and Course Review ]
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+ The purpose of this course is to*-.

B copgecd, anfokigr¥ocyy.

f5l) The purpose of this course is to provide the foundation of Thermodynamics.

* This course introduces A and B to students taking this course.
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f51) This course introduces academic writing and the fundamentals of academic research.
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- Through the course, students will be able to A, B.
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#51) Through the course, students will be able to

(1) make a summary report of a conducted experiment.

(2) complete an experiment in collaboration with others

+ The goals of this course are to A, B.
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f51) The goals of this course are to

(1) express yourself with basic English.

(2) read English essays quickly and correctly

(155771%)

- This course will be taught:--.
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f51) The course will be taught through a combination of lectures and class discussions.
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