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Publication/Presentation

(including future ones)

held a workshop in English on: [The Life of French Married
Couples during Covid-19 Lockdowns / Covid-19 & v 7 X' 7 . FC
DT T ADFEIEA TV DATE

gave a conference and then participated to a panel discussion in
Japanese on the following subject: [Discovering Women’s Voices
— The Lives of Modern Japanese Silk Mill Workers in their Words
| M bOFE RS R A ARECR TG0 558 7= b A3GE 2k &
=B DAEE]

publications (in preparation):

a/ Schaal S., Castellvi C. and Grivaud A. (eds). Femmes, métiers
et travail dans le Japon du 21¢me siécle [Women and Work in 21th
Century Japan], Ed. Hermann (Paris)

(also see attached Research Report)

b/ Schaal S., Lesigne-Audoly E. and Takahashi N. (eds),
Modalités et acteurs de la transmission de la connaissance au
Japon [Modalities and Actors of Knowledge Transmission in
Japan] (this publication will be submitted to Ed. Picquier (Arles))

Knowledge transmission is not an end in itself: it necessarily
rests on an Intention implying the existence of specific stakes —
whether they are conscious or not, whether they are displayed or
concealed —, linked as much to the nature (intrinsic or not) of
knowledge as to the question of their disclosure and dissemination.

This question has multiple facets and dimensions. It can be
considered in the prism of the contents or types of knowledge (oral
or written; traditional, popular or structured by a norm, by an
ideology, by an institution) to be transmitted. Then, the question
arises of the type of public for whom the knowledge is intended. It
can also be studied according to the actors initiating the
transmission process (the family; a secular or religious, private or
public institutional framework; a profession, a master to his
disciple/apprentice; social practices), the vectors and concrete forms
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(oral, written, by image, by gesture, etc.) of the transmission, which
can bring into play translation and its problematic (Cassin 2004) on
the modalities of the transmission. If transmission sometimes
simply equates with identical reproduction, pure imitation, it much
more often implies an enrichment — or conversely an
impoverishment —, a distortion, an adaptation, a reformulation or
a reinterpretation, or even a questioning of the knowledge itself,
notably in the case of concepts imported from foreign cultures or
devices (Christin 2010). This can happen at the level of the actor-
sender — for pedagogical, critical or more political purposes —, or
at the level of the actor-receiver.

Through an interdisciplinary approach that associates and
nourishes the reflections of researchers specializing in the fields of
history, sociology, art history, sociolinguistics and language
education, educational sciences, this volume focuses more
specifically on the modalities of the transmission of knowledge
related to Japanese language and culture as well as the actors of
the transmission.

WA R DAL
Summary of your
research achievements

gathered primary and secondary sources for present and future
research work at Toyo University Library and at the National
Diet Library, mainly on two subjects: (1) the gendered discursive
representations of modan figures in interwar Japan: the modern
boy (mobo) and the cafe waitress (jokyu) ; (2) women and work in
21th century Japan, in order to prepare the publication of one of
the books quoted above and to write its introduction

researched (1) so as to prepare two international conferences: one
held by the GEO-UR1340 Research Unit at the University of
Strasbourg in May 2023 (paper on the modern boy and modern
masculinities in Japan) -- it will be followed by the publication of
a book in French of the papers given at the conference) ; the 13th
International Conference of the International Association of Word
and Image Studies (TAWIS/AIERTI) held at the Federal
University of Minas Gerais in Belo Horizonte (Brasil) in August
2023 (Panel 25. Visual Satire and Hybridization, paper focusing
on the cafe waitress), https://www.iawis.org/international-iawis-
ailerti-conferences

engaged discussions with professors at Toyo University for the
development of a common research project on women’s status in
post #MeToo Japan, in the continuity of (2)

Research Report

The aim of my stay at Toyo University was mainly two-fold:

- to gather primary and secondary sources for present and future research work at Toyo
University Library and at the National Diet Library, mainly on two subjects: (1) the gendered
discursive representations of modan figures in interwar Japan: the modern boy (mobo) and
the cafe waitress (joky1) in the continuity of my work on the modern girl (moga) detailed in
a yet unpublished monography presented for my Habilitation Degree (a French degree
allowing researchers to supervise the work of PhD candidates and to accede to a full
university Professorship) ; (2) women and work in 21tk century Japan, in order to write the
introductory chapter of a book in French in preparation edited in collaboration with Castellvi

C. and Grivaud A.

- to engage discussions with professors at Toyo University for the development of a common
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research project on women’s status in post #MeToo Japan, in the continuity of (2)

(1

Research project on gendered discursive representations of modan figures in interwar Japan,
and notably on the modern bhoy (mobo)

The advent of modernity in Japan gave rise to new — and occasionally innovative — questions
among the country’s intellectual elites.

At a time of heightened concerns about the emerging modernity and growing Western influence
in the archipelago, debates about "femininity" (josei-sei or onna-rashisa) and "masculinity"
(dansei-sei or otoko-rashisa) polarized the attention of journalists, essayists, educators, and
writers, especially in their close connection with the concept of modernity and the construction of
a nation-state.

In fact, a concomitant process of inventing a "national tradition" and building a new gender
ideology was at work in the country. This gender ideology was notably inspired by Victorian
morals and a division of roles between the sexes: while the public sphere remained a masculine
bastion par excellence, the private sphere of the home was "naturally" consecrated as the realm
of the so-called "weaker" sex. Tensions were thus quick to arise between divergent, even opposing,
idealized images of the feminine, of the masculine and the family. This was undoubtedly a
reflection of apprehensions about the increasing involvement of women in the public sphere —
whether they were factory workers, white-collar workers, or cafe waitresses, for example —, and
probably more broadly also of concerns about modernity and the growing Western influence in
the archipelago and the social changes they were causing.

In the Japanese interwar period, in a context of increasing development of a mass media
industry, in the urban world, a female figure was particularly highlighted, isolated as constituting
a group "apart", and presented either in an iconic way or as a counter-model: the Japanese
modern girl (modan giru or moga), seen as a subversive and Westernized woman and posed as
the antithesis of the "good wife and wise mother" (rydsai kenbo) praised by the governing elites.
As such, she aroused a number of reactions and comments from her contemporaries, who wrote
many writings and draw numerous cartoons on her.

The modern boy (modan boéi or mobo), the male counterpart of the modern girl, whose
appearance was often presented as feminine if not effeminate, has been the object of much less
attention from his contemporaries, as well as later from the academic community.

However, a thorough analysis of the competing and often ambiguous views held on him by his
contemporaries suggests that "modern masculinity(/ies?)" was highly politicized and often
contested at a time when the state aimed at shaping and regulating bodies based on a gendered
and i1deological agenda serving the interests of the young nation-state.

(2)
Publication in preparation on women and work in 21t century Japan

Schaal, S., Castellvi C. and Grivaud A. (eds). Femmes, métiers et travail dans le Japon du 21¢me
siécle [Women and Work in 21th Century Japan], Ed. Hermann (Paris)

General context:
Women in contemporary Japan — and particularly their situation in relation to the labor

market — have acquired a certain visibility over the last two decades.
Japan’s very poor ranking in the Global Gender Gap Index (created in 2006 by the World
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Economic Forum) is the result of long-lasting gender inequalities in the economic and political
fields. This theme was also given a special place on the Japanese political agenda when Abe
Shinz6 returned to power in 2012 and multiplied voluntarist statements on the national and
international scene to launch and praise his womenomics policy. A law to promote women’s
employment (joser katsuyaku suishin-ho) went into effect in 2016. In 2015 and again in 2020, the
Cabinet Office also launched its fourth and fifth five-year basic plans for gender equality (danjo
ky6dé sankaku kihon keikaku). These politics have undoubtedly had an impact to reduce gender
inequality in Japan, but the results obtained are still well below the objectives initially set.
The #MeToo movement and its offshoots as well as the Covid-19 crisis have moreover revealed
that Japanese women still face significant difficulties on their workplace and in their professional
career.

Originality and main objectives:

There are already many studies, in English, Japanese and even French, which have addressed
in a rather general and global way the issues related to the duality of the Japanese labor market
or to the sexual division of labor. Nevertheless, very few of them are devoted to a more targeted
study of the situations — though very diverse — of women in Japan in the context of their
professional activities, their careers, etc.

This collective work project, devoted to contemporary Japan, aims to fill this gap — at least
partially — by shifting the focus from the macro to the micro scale, and by studying activities
and professions which have been less investigated so far by the research community. The aim is
to propose more detailed analyses that will show the specific ways in which the "regimes of
inequality" (Acker 2009) that weigh on women within their respective professional worlds are
deployed. This approach seems promising in that it should make possible to confront general
discourses and global political measures with the concrete and multiple realities women face on
an everyday basis in their professional career and in their family. However, far from being
satisfied with a juxtaposition of various case studies, this collective work project also aims at
comparing observations and findings of each contributor, so as to identify recurrences and basic
trends based on empirical findings.

This project is part of a reflection initiated on the occasion of a workshop entitled "Gender at
Work in Contemporary Japan: A Cross Analysis of Different Professional Worlds" which was held
at EHESS (Paris) on April 5, 2019, and which was devoted to professional activities linked to
political power. This collective work aims at broadening the spectrum of the professional fields
and professions studied in order to present a more transversal and representative sample of the
contemporary Japanese labor society as a whole.

Main questions:

Apart from the effects of the characteristics of the Japanese employment model in large
organizations on women, what are the mechanisms that can be identified as still being obstacles
to the feminization of certain professions? Conversely, what are the mechanisms that lead some
activities and professions to be more feminized than others (glass ceiling effect, gendered
segmentation of the division of labor in organizations, etc.)? Are there links between women’s
place in the labor market and the broader transformations of Japanese society over the last
twenty years (ageing of the population, increase in the proportion of foreign workers)? What are
the effects of the reforms undertaken during this period on the studied activities and professions?
Did the #MeToo movement and its declinations in Japan make certain lines and trends move?
What potential consequences did the current Covid-19 epidemic crisis bring?

List of contributions (provisional titles):

"Introductory Chapter" (S. Schaal, University of Strasbourg)

"Women at Work in the Context of Compulsory Education" (C. Levi-Alvares, University of
Hiroshima)

"Working Conditions of Nurses in Japan’s Ageing Society: A Gender Analysis" (S. Noriko,
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Chiba Keizai University)
"Women’s Careers in the Newspaper Industry" (C. Castellvi)
"Gender Inequality among High-Level Civil Servants" (A. Grivaud, Paris Cite University)
"Profession: MPs’” — Implementing a Policy of Presence in Japan" (A. Gonon, Doshisha
University)
"Being a Woman in the Japanese Police Force: From Symbolic Presence to the
Reinterpretation of Gender Norms" (N. Tokumitsu, IFRAE-CRCAQ)
"The Long Road to feminization? A Reflection on the Place of Women in the Japanese Music
Industry" (C. Chujo, IFRAE-CRCAO)
"Power of the Vulnerable: The Ambivalent Situation of Sex Workers" (K. Sarugasawa, Aix-
Marseille University)
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