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Challenges of Intercultural Collaborative Classrooms Conducted
by Hybrid Method Combining Face-to-Face and Online

-Differences in Motivation and Attitude towards Classes among the
Students-

Mino Takahashi (Tohoku University)

Abstract:

This paper analyzes Intercultural Collaborative Classes held from April to August 2022 where
Japanese students studied together with students from across the globe. The class was taught as a
hybrid course which combined face-to-face and online instruction. Since 2020, because of COVID-
19, the classroom has changed, from mainly face-to-face instruction to either online or hybrid
instruction. At the same time, the boundaries of the classroom have expanded to encompass the
world. Moreover, this has also helped students from different universities in Japan to attend the
same online class and study together. This makes the classroom more diverse and interesting for
students who can discuss certain topics with the benefit of a range of perspectives and experiences.
The results were in line with the initial hypothesis, but some challenges remain. One of the biggest
challenges is that some online students did not show their faces, which means that students
discussed the subject matter without seeing each other’s faces. This was disappointing to some
students and they lost the motivation to study together with others. This also made it difficult for
students to build good relationships with other students. Students may have chosen not to show
their faces due to the inability to turn on their cameras as a result of low internet bandwidth,
shyness about showing their faces, or disengagement and lack of motivation.

Though some challenges remain, online classes help students meet students from all over the
world and get together in one classroom, and give them the opportunities to discuss a variety of
matters, which is actually stimulating to a lot of students. It is important to harness the potential of

this type of class by overcoming the challenges.

- 112 =



HFHERZEEEREE Y 7 - AT 202343 A1 (S

O

)

Key words :

Intercultural Collaborative Classes, Face to Face, Online, Hybrid, Relationship among the Students

- 113 =





