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The year 2019 marks the centenary of the death of Toyo University founder Enryo Inoue. Dr. Enryo Inoue devoted his life to research and
education in the field of philosophy during the Meiji and Taisho eras, a period in which Japan experienced unprecedented and rapid change. The
University to this day has handed down the legacy of Dr. Inoue in the form of its own founding spirit: “The Basis of All Learning Lies in
Philosophy.” Dr. Inoue was at once a world traveler in search of new knowledge, a social educator who went all over Japan sharing his
teachings, and a pioneer of “Yokai(monster) Studies” known also as the “Doctor Yokai.” The more you learn about the “traveling philosopher”
and “giant of wisdom and action,” the more deeply interested in him you become. Let us trace his lifelong journey here.
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HEMTIES 7516 14ERTD 1858 Dr.Enryo Inoue was born in 1858 into the

(ﬂﬂ(f)) fE BEOHE R RN ICH family of the chief prlgst O.f. Jiko Temple in
present-day Nagaoka City, Niigata Prefecture.
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In his childhood, Dr.Enryo Inoue received education
necessary for becoming a Buddhist monk from his
father, Engo Inoue. At the age of 10, he began to
go to a private school run by medical expert
Tadanori Ishiguro to learn the Chinese classics and
math. He entered Niigata First Branch School
(former Nagaoka School for Western Learning) at
16 years of age, and studied the history of
overseas countries and math in English.
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At 29 years of age, under the founding spirit “The Basis Of
All Learning Lies in Philosophy,” Dr.Enryo Inoue founded the
Shiritsu Tetsugakukan, the only private school of philosophy in
Japan at that time. His aim was not to train professional
philosophers, but to allow ordinary people to master the
basics of rational thought through learning philosophy. This
was the origin of Toyo University.
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At 23 years of age, Dr.Enryo Inoue
entered the Department of Philosophy
at the University of Tokyo's Faculty of
Letters. While studying philosophy, he
became confident that “all knowledge is
grounded in philosophy, regardless of
whether it originated in the East or the
West.” At the same time, he reappraised
Buddhism, and named Buddha and
Confucius from the Eastern philosophical
tradition and Socrates and Kant from the
Western philosophical tradition as the
“Four Sages.”
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The article “Yokai (monster) Studies by Toyo
J8% T, W L 7 BERE D4 BT & T2 University Founder Enryo Inoue” is now featured

12 LT AL DHBEICIZ T Tk on the website LINK UP TOYO (English unavailable).

B EBLES LU0 T AlE | AT Soosh | RS, | 1 91 9
TR EAKOBIITLE, . KIESHE

LINK UP

Al
TE8E el a3
BIE214F | 1902 migssa | 197 wiiga%e

FANT T2 AN, O BAE M T340 T Traveled around the world, aspiring to
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Tetsugakukan, Dr.Enryo Inoue embarked on his
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?ﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ)%‘ X b 7(72 7 Héfﬁ ) cguntnes, and, af‘telr relturnmg home, |ncorp?orated
his overseas learning into education provided at
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countries abroad, he continued to consider the
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Established “demonology”
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Dr.Enryo Inoue is also famous as the pioneer of
“demonology” (or Yokai(monster) Studies). He
conducted demonological research to shed
scientific light on ancient and popular
superstitions, supernatural phenomena and the
like still believed in by people around the
country. He aimed to exorcize people’s
common superstitious beliefs in “demons” by
analyzing collected materials and conducting
on-the-spot investigations.

Dr.Enryo Inoue’s final journey

In 1919, Dr.Enryo Inoue embarked on a lecture
tour of China. During the tour, he fell while
delivering a lecture in Dalian, and passed
away at the age of 62 years. His death was
covered by the New York Times, indicating
the extent of his international renown and
reputation at that time.
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1 8 8 9 mj.z.tn\zzir: “Future Aims of the Shiritsu Tetsugakukan”

as the starting point of Toyo University

Pzl s ez e R E LM T, After returning home with renewed

determination, Dr.Enryo Inoue announced

A2 FER R AT RS L% that he would develop the Shiritsu
5 MR OB LB LT, 2O Tetsugakukan into a university in the

future. KATSU KAISHU, Dr.Inoue’s
RO TIEPEEGE L LD ICHARE S spiritual mentor, also approved this plan.
@Xﬂﬁ\ 22 AHIc Lk 3L 2E Dr.Inoue’s original educational policy of

valuing both Western sciences and the

DEEHHEITBHLET, ZH L7L unique Japanese cultural and academic
Bk 0 — LA HEET 2B O tradition has been handed down until

today at Toyo University, which promotes
REATHZ TN T ET, globalization and international exchange.

Strove to spread philosophy
around Japan

To spread philosophy and open up opportunities
for the general public to receive education,
Dr.Enryo Inoue set out on nationwide lecture tours.
During a period of 13 years, he gave over 5,000
lectures around the country, visiting around 60% of
Japan’s present-day municipalities. He thus made
an immense contribution to the education of the
general public in provincial areas.
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_ e the Ministry of Education in 1902 (the Tetsugakukan Incident).
BROOBFEHRANOUFAL M E NS ET T Nevertheless, with great mental fortitude and unmatched vitality, he
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s Lty — establishing Toyo University.
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Dr. Enryo Inoue-related items exhibited at the

i LR i e Toyo University Hoktusan Campus are now | 3¢ 1797 08 YouTube
q 9 MDD YouTul
exploring the Inoue Enryo Memorial Museum introduced in videos (English unavailable). -
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Dr.Enryo Inoue learned from the real world by traveling, and continued to share the
importance of putting philosophy into practice with the people he met during his journeys.
His principles and passionate enthusiasm have been handed down in

various initiatives currently implemented by Toyo University.
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We Now Live the Future That the “Traveling Philosopher” Dreamed of
—Handing Down the Founder’s Aspiration and Enthusiasm—

Toyo University offers the course Dr. Enryo Inoue
and the Founding Sprit as part of its “Philosophy
and Thought” courses to provide education about
the University. In addition, the University also
offers a program called Dr. Enryo Inoue Private
Academy of Philosophy with the aim of fostering
the next generation of leaders.

Toyo University administers recommendation-based
entrance exams assisting “Independence and
Self-Initiative” students, intended for prospective
evening-course students with high motivation to
pursue studies at the University. Successful
examinees are entitled to a reduction of or exemption
from academic fees, and can study while working at
university offices.
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Taking advantage of its accumulation of knowledge,
Toyo University sends faculty members and other
instructors to serve as lecturers at the request of
schools, local governments, companies, and
organizations around Japan. Lecturers sent by the
University have spoken at over 2,000 venues
nationwide during the past 20 years.

Toyo University invites a wide range of people inside and
outside the University to submit written works about
“what to learn from Dr.Enryo Inoue and how to use it,”
to encourage participants to derive inspiration for their
own lives from his aspirations.
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A special website (English unavailable) has been launched to

commemorate the centenary of Dr.Enryo Inoue’s death.

>>> https://www.toyo.ac.jp/s/100anniv/
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