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Love strongly motivates me.
That’s why | was able to become an illustrator.

| have loved drawing and painting from my childhood. That was why
| joined the Art Club at the University. | often visited the Koishikawa
Botanical Garden together with the other club members to make
sketches of the plants there. It was my favorite place. During my
university years, | felt impatient to do something, but was reluctant
to take an actual step.

| was a fourth-year student two years after Japan’s economic bubble
burst. Partly because | faced difficulties in job-hunting activities,
| became determined to challenge myself to examine my ability in
what | loved, which was drawing and painting.

After graduating from the University, | began to attend an art school
while doing a part-time job to make ends meet. It took nearly 20
years for me to earn a livelihood by creating illustrations, but |
believe my determination in my fourth year at the University formed
the foundation for my efforts, by which | continue creating works to
this day.

If you make what you love your job, the border between work and
life, including hobbies, will disappear, which seems to me very
interesting. | don’t want other people to admire my illustrations,
but | want other people to enjoy my illustrations. | feel my work is
rewarding when | successfully integrate clients’ requests into my
own works while adding some fun elements to the works. | believe
that illustrations play a role servicing communication between
people.

Many people put in strenuous efforts to turn what they love into their
work. Despite my strong determination, | used to sometimes feel
afraid that my life might be a failure. But who judges whether or not
someone’s life is a failure? When | realized that it'’s me who judges
my own life, | found my concern very ridiculous and became able
to laugh at myself. That’s why laughter and irony are essential
elements of my works.

You can’t be sure that you will succeed in what you do enthusiastically.
But, in hindsight, you will notice that many things you have done
form the foundation of what you will be. Naturally you won’t notice
that while you are putting in the effort. However, what you obtain
through sustained efforts will surely enrich your life. | hope that you

continue doing what you love, in any form.
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In 1994, Takayuki Ino graduated from the Department
of Management Law (present-day Department of Business
Law), Faculty of Law. After that, he studied drawing
and painting at Setsu Mode Seminar. He received the
lllustration Award in the 44th Kodansha Publication
Culture Award in 2013, the 53rd Takahashi Gozan Prize
in 2014, and the 2016 Good Design Award. He draws
and paints for NHK ETV’s animations Otona no lkkyu-san
and Mukashibanashi Hotei. He is a member of the Tokyo
Illustrators Society.
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