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This research visit, supported by Mr. Castellvi, one of the aforementioned collaborators,
aims to accelerate my research on the aforementioned topic.

To date, my research has focused on the relationship between politics and the media in
France, especially the connection between the rise of far-right political forces and
changes in the media industry. For example, one of my interest is whether there is a
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correlation between the growth of conservative forces in Japan and the conflict between
mainstream and alternative media. Currently, I am focusing on a comparative analysis
of Japan and France regarding this theme. I am researching how correspondents from
both countries’ media outlets reported from their posts abroad, and further exploring
which media outlets historically covered the other country and what impact this had on
the relationship between Japan and France.

Mr. Castellvi, on the other hand, is a researcher who earned a Ph.D. in sociology from
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in France and has studied
in Japan. His research focuses on the sociology of journalism and media in Japan, with
a particular emphasis on media criticism and the transformation of the public sphere
through to the digital age. Recently, he has been actively conducting research in Japan,
including a presentation at the Maison Franco-Japonaise in Ebisu, Tokyo, where he
questioned the legitimacy of the media in the public sphere and made a presentation
about media activism in Japan. His analyses was highly acclaimed.

Since both Mr. Castellvi and I specialize in media and journalism in Japan and France,
we have been exchanging views on the possibility of joint research and collaboration
since 2025, and have confirmed that we can cooperate on comparative studies of
Japanese and French media over the medium to long term. Upon learning of this
program, I decided to apply for it with him.

My visit as a researcher lasted 16 days, from March 17th to April 1st. The two research
themes I focused on during this time were: (1) the rise of far-right forces and the future
of their relationship with the media, and (2) the historical evolution of the influence of
Japanese and French media. Regarding (1), based on previous research, I sought to
explore new directions by asking leaders of far-right political parties and mainstream
media outlets to share their perspectives on the future of their relationship. Regarding
(2), my goal was to investigate the historical role the media has played in terms of the
establishment and development of Japan-France relations. Both research centered on
interview, and Mr. Castellvi assisted in selecting the interviewees. The following are the
individuals I interviewed:

(1)

Edwy Plenel (Founder of Mediapart, online news)

Simon Leprat (Deputy Head of the International Desk, Le Monde)

Bruno Gornisch (Far-right political party: Former Secretary-General of the Front
National)

Arnaud Mercier (Professor at Paris-Assas University)

(2)

Pierre-Antoine Donnet (Editor-in-Chief of the monthly magazine Asia)

Anne-Marie Leveau (Niece of Robert Guillain, former Le Monde correspondent in
Tokyo)

Charlotte Perennes (Head of Japanese Comics at publisher Grenade)

Fausto Fasulo (Editor-in-Chief of the monthly magazine Atom; Japanese comics critic)
Malene Wagner (Collector and exhibitor of Japanese prints)

Clémence Leleu (Freelance journalist specializing in Japanese culture)

Hitoshi Suzuki (Director of the Maison de la Culture du Japon a Paris)

Midori Hirose (Lecturer at Paris-Cité University)

In both cases of (1) and (2), I could gather valuable material and information regarding
the role of the media in order to use in writing papers or making presentations.
Meanwhile, during this period, in order to explore the validity of my research methods,
I presented my work at the “I’Association interdisciplinaire des ethnographies
japonaises” in which Mr. Castellvi participates as secretary-general, and discussed my
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research methodology with other fellow members. This not only helped identify
challenges and problems of my research methods but also allowed me to meet many
fellow members of this association, laying the groundwork for international
collaboration.

Going forward, I plan to support Mr. Castellvi’s research in Japan, and through mutual
visits, we intend to explore the possibility of co-authoring papers and books.



