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History, Shared or Privatized ?
on ‘the Death of History” ——

OKAMOTO Michihiro*

Keith Jenkins and Alun Munslow, the English theorists of history, took up the problem of
‘the end of history’ as an independent chapter in their recent work, ‘The Nature of History
Reader’. Why do they think history should end? It is because they think history in modernity is
a discourse to subjugate peoples. Both histories, the one invented by the modern nation states and
the other maintained by professional historians as a discipline, force us to accept their discourses
about the past. Though their points of view seem to differ fundamentally, they are similar in terms
of their oppressiveness. Jenkins and Munslow argue that for this reason not only have we to get
rid of such histories, but also to live in an age without history. Of course this relativistic viewpoint
causes some problems. No history means no past. At the same time we can remake any history
as we like. History would be written and rewritten quite arbitrarily without any principles. Even
the Holocaust would disappear from our mind. Arguably a world without history would be emanci-
pating, but it cannot be denied that such a world might well be devastating. Which world should
we take in the postmodern world? This article discusses this problem and makes a suggestion con-
cerning this choice.
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* A professor in the Faculty of Literature, and a member of the Institute of Human Sciences at Toyo University



