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Hoping that the Tokyo 2020 Games will help to create a mature society where the rights of all people are respected
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Professor Kawauchi, D. Eng. and first-class architect, has
worked in his current position since 2008. He received the
Ron Mace Designing for the 21st Century Award in 2000
for his outstanding contribution to the development of
universal design. Books authored by Professor Kawauchi
include Creating a System for Universal Design and
“Barrier-Full” Nippon (both in Japanese). He is a member
of the Architectural Institute of Japan and the Japanese
Association for an Inclusive Society.

m%ﬂ%g Outline of research

[EEDH AN ESTOBELDO T 72 EYV T4 13EIHBERED, What degree of accessibility do persons with disabilities hope to
. . . - see for sporting venues? Accessibility, which is similar to what is
T7XLEVTAEE HRTEANY 7 7Y —LEEN TS LI HP referred to as being “barrier-free” in Japan, is related to, for

LTEY. Pl IR T HOBEERZ W D EICRE L T2 50 example, where and how much space for wheelchairs should be

allocated on spectator stands and how the sightline and field of

Hig -2 Lyt T304 81 ET, o ZEE 7Y vision of people in wheelchairs should be designed. These matters

NRTIN A N o T o) = N S . = are provided for in the International Paralympic Committee (IPC)
YEvIRBE(PC)DBEDLTIPCT 7R EY T4 HA4 Ry IHE Accessibility Guide, which defines necessary standards, including

INTOLETH, HRICIZED» > -6 H D E T, R¥EITAL 779 AL v those that are not yet available in Japan. Professor Yoshihiko
Kawauchi of the Faculty of Human Life Design, Toyo University,

FIBDNNNEE LI & HFEFHORHAFR (HAMEAAZ7) v Ey 2 has cooperated with Ms. Yuka Maeda (Nippon Foundation
e 2) 12, AL o FREH A O R IcOonT 2o N —H )L Paralympic Research Group) in researching the design of major

. - venue facilities at the Tokyo 2020 Games from the perspective of
THA VDB SWIEZITH> TOET, universal design, and they have coauthored a research paper.

WINEZB D MTE (2015%) A study by Professor Yoshihiko Kawauchi (2015)

“Accessibility of Sporting Venues
for People with Disabilities:
Accessibility as Spectators and Athletes”

Journal of the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Research Group
\Vol. 2 Special Supplement
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Sharing Knowledge Unique to Toyo University
for the Success of the Tokyo 2020 Games

To contribute to the success of the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020, Toyo University signed a university partnership with the Tokyo Organizing
Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2014. The University has since implemented unique initiatives using its signature strengths, such as

offering special educational programs and promoting volunteer training.

We strive to impart to society various research findings accumulated by the University. Among these findings is an introduction to a 2015 study by Professor
Yoshihiko Kawauchi (Department of Human Environment Design, Faculty of Human Life Design), in which a proposal on accessibility in facility design for the

Tokyo 2020 Games was made.

Interview
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Hoping that not only athletes with disabilities
but also spectators with disabilities will be able to enjoy
the Paralympic Games together with everyone else.

Although in Japan a law that provides for measures to promote a
“barrier-free” society was enacted in 2006, | do not believe that this
law is a satisfactory one. In overseas countries, the term “accessibility”
is used instead of the term “barrier-free(ness).” Beyond “removing
barriers” against all people, including those with disabilities and the
elderly, which should be a natural endeavor, it is important for us to
consider how to make facilities “easier to use.”

A better design of Olympic and Paralympic Games venue facilities
requires coordination between the IPC Accessibility Guide (see
“Qutline of research” on page 16) and the guidelines in Japan. Unlike
in Japan, where people with disabilities are generally seen as
needing to be helped and protected, in many developed countries,
people with disabilities are viewed as having the same rights as
everyone else. Therefore, the Tokyo 2020 Games are required to
ensure a satisfactory level of accessibility based on this principle, for
example, by designing Games venues for people with disabilities to
not only go to watch the Games, but to enjoy viewing the Games
together with those accompanying them. My above-mentioned study
confirmed the level of accessibility in sporting venues in Japan and
offered a proposal.

Japan must be able to take a step forward to come up
with a globally common practice.
Keep watching for such progressive changes.

It is essential for us to achieve a society that not only offers an
accessible physical environment, including accessible facilities, but
also one that is based on an established system for respecting the
rights of all people, no matter how diverse. However, accessibility in
Japan has so far relied strongly on personal help or support based
on sensibilities that are viewed as being unique to Japanese culture,
such as kindness and consideration for others. Unfortunately, | do not
yet believe that Japan has a mature social system for respecting
the rights of all people.

In 2020, diverse people from around the world, including those with
disabilities, will visit Japan. This will be a favorable opportunity for us
as the host country to change our awareness and mindset, which
| believe will be another significant outcome of the Tokyo 2020 Games.
Such progressive changes may show only subtle signs. | hope that
everyone will try to be more aware of such changes in our society,
noticing that some aspects have already begun to change from their
previous state. | also hope that everyone will support such changes
on their own initiative.
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Applying findings from University research
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Toyo University established a Toyo University Special Research Project Grant System for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. In AY2018, eight projects were
selected under the system.

The University supports those research projects, aiming to help produce research results that will not only contribute to the Tokyo 2020 Games but also create
new innovations in society and provide benefits even after the closing of the Games.

Note: A research grant period lasts up to four years.
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The selected research projects are introduced on the website LINK UP TOYO.

APRHNE IR I N e =— 2 7ay 2 7 F OENFIC DOV T m
FTLINK UP TOYO (& TIER BT, TATERvORE AR
Information about the unique projects selected under the grant system is updated on LINK UP TOYO. LINK UP TOYO LESN ]
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A Japanese book sharing the content of Toyo University courses, titled “Exploring the Olympics and Paralympics Philosophically:
From the Realities of Olympian Training to Social Challenges,” published
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A new book coauthored and edited by Professor Hironori Tanigama, Faculty of Law, presents the Olympic and Paralympic Games from diverse perspectives
and invites you to think about them deeply and philosophically. This book is coauthored by a total of 22 academics, including Professor Osamu Mochizuki,
Faculty of Science and Engineering, and Associate Professor Sayumi Iwamoto, Faculty of Human Life Design, both of whom have been selected under the
research grant system. It’s an informative, interesting book that will provide you with a new appreciation for the Games.
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TOYO SPORTS VISION webpage launch
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This special webpage will offer information about a wide range of topics on
TOYO SPORTS VISION partnership programs. It will include activities and
events organized by the University for the Tokyo 2020 Games, and feature
content such as the latest news. Please use it to keep up to date with the
latest information.
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