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Hey everyone! 
This week I suppose I will talk about what originally got me into Japanese.  I have been studying 
the language since 8th grade (middle school) but during that time I was only practicing hiragana 
and a bit of katakana.  I really did not learn that much, but I was trying!  I have to say that Yu Yu 
Hakusho is what originally grabbed my interest. 
 It was the first manga I ever read and the first anime I ever watched; to this day it is still my favorite. 
However, when I started going to high school and taking real Japanese classes, my interested in 
manga and anime died and my interest in Japanese culture flourished.  Because of this I ended up 
studying abroad in Japan between my Junior and Senior years of high school.  I spent six weeks in 
Nagano going to a Japanese high school; at that time it was probably the best experience of my 
life! 
Now I have gone through all of the Japanese classes my college has to offer and have almost 
finished up my year here in Japan!  I cannot believe how long I have been working with this 
language, but I have never regretted picking it up.  I love it!  As some of you already know, I have 
also come full circle and my love of anime and manga has been revived. 
Anyway, I look forward to seeing you this Friday! 
Keru 

                           
 
Well, the past few years have been a wild turn of events, one after the other. First, I decided to go to 
college a week before classes started. Luckily, my school allowed me to start. My first year was 
wild and exciting; I picked up many new hobbies and made a lot of new friends. I created and 
became president of the Schools first Billiards club, I learned how to longboard, and I got involved 
in parkour. I wanted to study to become an Architect! I love creating things and organizing. My 
dream was to one day design an entire city. However, I soon learned I was very weak at math and 
lacked the desire to become better. With this in mind I chose to see what other options I had while 
in school. I soon discovered I could study in another country! My top choices were Japan or 
England. Deciding to go to Japan because it was more foreign and different, I signed up four days 
before the deadline! Now I've been here for almost a year! I'm married with a job and soon to have 
an apartment. My life seems random and at times a bit stupid, but I refuse to life a life I will regret 
for never taking a chance. 
 
Bud 


