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Maybe now would be a good time to tell you where I come from back in America.  I guess you 
could say I'm from a lot of places now--I was original born in Hilton head, South Carolina but moved 
to Memphis, Tennessee right after my second birthday--I have never been back.  I lived most of my 
life in Memphis and it is definitely the place I know the most about. 
What is it famous for?  Well, barbecue for one!  It is absolutely fantastic, and once of the few 
things that I actually enjoy about my hometown.  I think one of the only reasons I would go back to 
Memphis (other than visit my extended family) is for the food. I have really missed Memphis 
barbecue since coming to Japan--but to be honest it has been a few years since I have had it 
because I moved to Knoxville, Tennessee for university. 
So, as long as I remember I have lived in Tennessee--however, now I have two other places I can 
call home.  When my parents divorced, my mom moved down to Santa Rosa Beach, Florida next 
to the beach and my dad moved up to Fairbanks, Alaska in the snow. 
(the pictures are of Florida and Alaska) 
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Coming to Japan has been a matter of starvation for me. I am an individual that will sooner starve 
than eat a tomato. My mother learned this early on as she would tell me “If you don’t eat your 
vegetables you won’t get to eat anything.” At that point I would smile and leave the table. My eating 
habits have caused me quite a bit of grief here in Japan. I’m the kind of guy who lives on steak, 
potatoes, bread and gravy. When I make a sandwich it has to have nothing but cheese, meat, and 
bread. My extreme sense of pickiness comes from a very sensitive tongue and stomach. I love 
scrambled eggs, but can eat them no other way. If I try, I will become very sick. Now, I can tell by 
the smell of most food if it will bother my stomach and I have avoided being sick for many years. 
The worst part is I love Corn! If it is cooked the wrong way, or if I eat it out of canned goods, I will 
not make it through the night without becoming terribly sick! Come on by and let’s talk about what 
food you love! Or even the kinds you really could do without. 
 
Bud 


