
May 22, 2013 
 
Hello everyone! Keru here! 

 
Today I wanted to introduce you to one of my favorite hobbies back home, illustrating.  I have 
had an informal interest in drawing ever since I was a small child, but I never took it very 
seriously.  I went to a few art camps, and even tried mimicking anime and manga styles that I 
liked for years, but I never felt like I was getting anywhere with it, so I never really put too much 
effort into becoming better. 
 
Everything changed my junior year of high school when I met our school art teacher and the man 
who was soon to be my mentor.  I went through a lot of family troubles at home during my last 
two years of high school, so--between my new art teacher and the emotions I was dealing with 
on my own--I became completely immersed in illustration.  The first photo is a self portrait of 
mine that I did about four years ago 
and that still is probably my favorite piece of art that I have done. 
 
The second photo is the piece of art that I am the proudest of--as you can see, it is almost as big 
as me!  The best part is that for a full year, that painting was displayed in the Memphis, 
Tennessee International Airport Wing.  It was the first time anything I have ever made was put up 
for public viewing. 
 
The last piece is a doodle I did last week between classes and is another sort of self-portrait.  My 
favorite style of art has a comic feel to it, and so this piece is not as serious as my last two 
pieces--but this particular piece was the first bit of art I have done since December of last year! It 
felt so good to draw again, even if it 
was not so big. 
 
Do you have any hobbies that make you feel calm, or happy?  If you do, then you know how I 
feel about art--drawing and painting bring me to my happy place. 
 
Maybe next Friday we can talk about your favorite hobbies too! 
 
Until next time, 
 
Keru 



      

 
 

************************************************************************************************************ 
 
Well, I finally went to Enoshima beach this last Thursday. I planned to go last month, however 
due to rain I was forced to reschedule three times! It looked like it would be a good day. Me and 
my girlfriend found a bunch of shells on the beach, and had some laughs watching a crow hop 
through the water and down the beach, not once trying to fly. It was very exciting for me because 
I have never been to the ocean! I have seen the Great Lakes but never the ocean. The shops 
where amazing! I found so many cool, and surprisingly, cheap trinkets. We eventually made it to 
the top of the Island and visited the Tower overlooking the beach. The views were beautiful! I was 
super excited to find a small staircase leading down to the cave and rocky shore, but the cave 
was closed and an ugly storm was on the way. We tried to escape back to the shops but we were 
completely drenched by the time we made it. Deciding an umbrella would do no good anymore; 
we just played in the rain and headed home. It was a beautiful trip! I highly recommend anyone 
who has not already gone! If anyone has any suggestions for me on another place to go, please 
come by and let me know. I would also love to hear about your trips! 
 
Bud 
 


