
English Lunch Blog（（（（May 18-22, 2015）））） 

Not a lot has happened this week. I felt a bit homesick because it was 
my dad’s birthday but other than that not really anything interesting as 
happened. So I figured I would talk about my spring break and what I got 
up to during March. During the first two weeks of March I went travelling 
around Kansai with one of the other exchange students. 

I visited Osaka, Nara and Kyoto. In middle school, my Japanese teacher 
was from Osaka so I had been looking forward to going.  Out of the 
three cities, I really liked Osaka. Osaka was very busy and we got to see 
a lot of old Japanese streets. Also we went on a tour which let us taste 
some of the famous foods of Osaka, like takoyaki and okonomiyaki. 
They were delicious! But my friend didn't like takoyaki.  We also saw 
Osaka Castle. 

After Osaka we went to Nara. Nara was a fantastic change from the big 
cities we had been visiting. Nara is more rural and a lot quieter than 
where I usually visit in Japan. At Nara we stayed in a guest house. It 
was really nice and we slept in futons. Nara is famous for its dear park. It 
has over 1000 wild deer roaming about in the woods. They are very cute. 
However they can be a little scary when they want food! We saw a fire 
show and lots of temples. We also saw a giant Buddha made out of 
metal.  

Finally we visited Kyoto. Kyoto was cool and very historical. However, 
we had already seen a lot of temples so we did not visit them all. 
Hopefully next time I will want to see them. In Kyoto we went to see the 
Bamboo forest, the golden pavilion, and Fushimi Inari Shrine. All very 
beautiful landmarks. Though the Bamboo forest might look better in 
summer. We also went to a monkey park.  

Also we went to Universal Studios! It was so fun and we went on lots of 
rides. Though the waiting time for the rides was long, most of the rides 
had a two hour wait! My favourite ride was 'back to the future'. You were 
in a car, watching a screen and the car moved. It was lots of fun. I 
brought a Harry Potter scarf in the Harry Potter section of the park and 
watched a performance.  

So lots of fun. 

Have a good week 

 

Nicole 
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This week the English lunch was what i actually expected of the English 
Lunch, and thats a good improvement. On Mondays we always tend to 
have 2-3 people showing up, mostly people who are also following 
Mr.Green's International Relationship class, because this class is after 
the lunchbreak in the same room as the English Lunch. This Monday 
there were 3 Japanese students playing ''Hangman" with us but they 
were much more active and talkative then other Mondays. And we 
actually had alot of fun because it almost felt like there was no language 
barrier, which is the aim of the English Lunch i assume. This Friday was 
the first Friday where we actually had Japanese people show up. Even 
though this Friday only one girl showed up it was a big victory,  we 
played Mau Mau and it was really fun, especially because the girl really 
tried to speak English while it was obviously difficult for her. This was 
really an improvement because this was the first time anybody showed 
up and we hope that this will become a trend and that Fridays will be fun 
aswell. 

 

-Mark 


