
English Lunch Blog（（（（July 7, 2014）））） 

 

 
Hello, 
 
Last week, there was a new research activity developed in class. Since there are 
only a few students in the class we decided to go to Tsuchiura, Ibaraki as student-
volunteers.  There is a type of prison in Tsuchiura, specifically a detention center 
for undocumented migrants. In other words, for people that have maybe over-
stayed their visas or did not possess all of their documents when they were asked 
for them. 
 
In this detention center are people of different nationalities, age, religion, and 
gender. Since each of the students from class has the ability to speak different 
languages each of us had different people to talk to. I knew there were people from 
Colombia, Peru, and other Spanish speaking countries, and I had the opportunity 
to have some words with them and they were able to share, for a while, their 
experiences and feelings in the time we had together.  
 
Where they are kept is very far away.  I could not see a different way to get there 
other than by car from the nearest train station, so the detainees are very isolated. 
Visits are only on weekdays, which will be complicated if they have relatives or 
friends that work because then they won’t have a chance to see them. Usually 
church groups and other volunteers are the only ones that go to visit them. We 
talked in a small room, which had chairs on both sides of a thick glass, like a 
normal prison.  
 
My main point here, is not only to share that there are places like this, because 
there are places like this in many countries, but to help create a general a sense of 
understanding, maybe in a way encouraging more volunteers.  
 
I want to share that, sometimes, we complain about so many things, such as we 
didn’t get the grade in class that we wanted, food is not so tasty, our boss was 
mean at work, and many things that we in life. But, in the end, we have to be so 
grateful for the many wonderful things we already have We are healthy, we are 
alive, we have the opportunity to attend university, we are not starving (we have 
food to eat), we are free, etc. 
 
I invite you to think again of all the reasons why you should be happy, because 
really there are many.  
 
I also invite you to come Monday´s and Friday´s lunch to practice your English. 
 
Love, 
Tati 
 


