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When was it that  INOUE Enryō 井上円了  (1858–1919) (hereafter,  Enryō) made up his 

mind to travel  the  world? Was it  when he was at  the  western school  in  Nagaoka,  

Niigata Prefecture, or when he was studying at Tokyo University on a stipend? Enryō 

made three world trips in his sixty-one years of life, shown on this map. 

0 MIURA Setsuo  三浦節夫 ,  Toyo University (Tokyo).  The presentation was given in Japanese at  the 
symposium  The Internationality of  Inoue Enryo's Life and Work on the occasion of the inaugural 
assembly of the International Association for Inoue Enryo Research (IAIR) in September 2012 at Toyo  
University. Translated by Tessa Carroll. Japanese original「井上円了の世界旅行」published in this issue.
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The first trip was when he was thirty years old. Leaving behind  his long-wished-for 

private Philosophy Academy 哲学館  less than a year after founding it in September 

1887, Enryō left Japan in June 1888 and returned in June 1889. Traveling eastwards, he 

visited America, England, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Egypt, Yemen, and China 

over the course of a year.

Enryō summed up this first world trip in these few words: "Western countries are 

very different from how we imagine them to be when we are sitting comfortably in 

Japan." Accordingly, Enryō brought together his impressions of his experiences of the 

world in Journal on Religion and State in Western Countries『欧米各国政教日記』(two 

volumes). Although the book is titled a "journal," the entries are organized into 291 

topics, focusing on religion, manners, and customs, rather than being ordered by date.  

Therefore, I have put together in diary form accounts from the residual materials. Here,  

Enryō remarks on how he was surprised at things such as the heat and the size of the 

vegetables in America. In London, when he asked the whereabouts of an underground 

station, he was told, "It's right where you're standing!" Such experiences must indeed 

have  been  nothing but  things one could  "not  imagine  when sitting  comfortably in 

Japan."

Enryō had made the  study of religion and politics the primary objective of this 

trip, but he also visited academic institutions enthusiastically. He made visits to the 

Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, Paris, and Berlin, as well as museums, art galleries 

and so on. 

At the end of Journal on Religion and State in Western Countries, the account of 

this trip,  Enryō concludes that there is a trend for Japan to adopt western things and 

discard things specific to Japan. To maintain "Japan's independence" and the "spirit of 

independence," this trend must be changed, and Japan's language, religion and history, 

as  well  as  other  customs  and  manners  specific  to  Japan,  must  be  preserved  and 

reformed, as in western countries. 

With the knowledge gained from his experiences abroad, on his return to Japan, 

Enryō established the Philosophy Academy as an independent institution, constructing 

new buildings, as well as reforming its courses, with the eastern department as the 

main one and the western one as an adjunct. 

About fifteen years after his first world trip, Enryō made his second one. This took 

place when he was forty-two years old; he set off in November 1902 and returned in 

July 1903. This time he traveled westwards, visiting India, England, Wales, Scotland, 

Ireland,  France,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  Switzerland,  America,  and 

Canada over a period of eight months. 
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On this second trip, he first made a Buddhist pilgrimage around India, then went 

on to travel around Europe. In London, he learnt of the Philosophy Academy Incident 

学館事件 . Originally, Enryō had intended the purpose of this trip to be to study how 

western universities were run, but when he heard about the Incident,  it seems that  he 

changed his plans. The main part of the trip was spent in a month-long stay in Burley, a 

suburb of the city of Leeds in northern England, two hundred miles from London, and 

further traveling around Ireland and Wales; he returned to London about two months 

later. His impressions of this second world trip were recorded and published as West-

bound  Journal『西航日録』 .  Enryō's eldest son, Gen'ichi 玄一 ,  told of his father's 

impressions of this trip:

When my father made his second foreign trip, careful observation while 
he traveled around the UK for two months led him to see the merits of 
British people's individualism and liberalism. Unusually amongst Japan-
ese people, he was by nature bad-tempered and had no trace of a nervous 
disposition; he was strong-willed and determinedly went his own way. In 
these respects he resembled the British character,  and although he was 
only there for a short time, it seems that life in the UK appealed to him. 
He  was  particularly envious of  the  advance  of  freedom of  expression, 
respect for human rights, and social morals.1

Enryō compared British and Japanese people, both living in island countries; he high-

lighted the "small-country mindset" of the Japanese and the "superpower mindset" of 

the British, and called for the Japanese to reform. Then, after his return to Japan, based 

on his experiences in Burley and elsewhere, he advocated a "Campaign for Society for 

Moral  Education,"  and  traveled  all  over  the  country  giving  lectures  on  social 

morality/social education, especially in remote farming, mountain and fishing villages. 

This was the start of Enryō's nationwide lecture tours.  

However, what concerned Enryō after his return to Japan was the social impact of 

what  was later  considered one of  the two major  ideological  incidents  of  the Meiji  

period,  the  Philosophy Academy Incident.   Because of  this,  Enryō donated all  his 

money to turn the Philosophy Academy into an incorporated foundation, Toyo Univer-

sity, and retired from the university. After his retirement, he continued his  Campaign 

for Society for Moral Education  alone, continuing to travel on lecture tours for over 

two hundred days a year.  

1 INOUE Gen'ichi 井上玄一.『哲学堂案内』[Guide to the philosophy hall] (Tokyo: 哲学堂宣揚会, 1963): 34–
35.
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This nationwide lecture touring was interrupted by Enryō's third world trip. Just 

over ten years after his second trip, at the age of fifty-three, rather than taking the usual  

world trip route, he followed a route focusing on the far south and the far north, and 

then the southern hemisphere.  He left  Japan in April  1911 and returned in January 

1912. He traveled for nine months, visiting Australia, South Africa, England, Norway,  

Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, France, Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Argentina, 

Uruguay, Chile, Peru, and Mexico. 

As mentioned above, the unusual feature of this third trip was that Enryō traveled 

longitudinally, rather than latitudinally, as was usual at the time. Unlike the trips focus-

ing on the West that he had made until then, Enryō went to the northernmost and south-

ernmost  extremes,  overlooking  the  Arctic  and  the  Antarctic,  and  traveled  on  the 

African and South American continents. It seems that Enryō's intention was to travel to 

the world's five continents and northernmost and southernmost extremes and thus try to 

complete his "world travels." In his account of this trip,  Fifty Thousand Miles in the  

Southern Hemisphere『南半球五万哩』, it is recorded that he traveled as planned at the 

outset, from Australia  to South Africa, and then to Norway, from the extreme of the 

southern hemisphere to the extreme of the northern hemisphere. After that, he traveled 

around the countries of South America. 

With this third trip, Enryō completed what he thought of as his "world travels." 

Fifty Thousand Miles in the Southern Hemisphere, a rare account at the time, was in 

fact the first travel journal about the southern hemisphere written by a Japanese per -

son.2 Expanding his lecturing all over the country,  Enryō now drew attention to the 

countries of South America as somewhere for Japanese to be active in future, making it 

one of the topics of his lectures, and even encouraged emigration.

Through these three world trips, Enryō acquired a perspective that allowed him to 

view Japan and the Philosophy Academy from the outside world, but at the same time, 

he also realized the need for Japan to develop to meet global standards. A complex  

viewpoint  as an international person became a characteristic of Enryō's thinking and 

behavior  and persisted throughout  his  life.  His  was a  life  that  had  conviction  and 

romance: "I want to see how much one person can do in a lifetime." On June 6, 1919, 

he collapsed with a brain hemorrhage while giving a lecture in Dalian in China and  

died there. Enryō's death was naturally reported in Japan, but also abroad by Associ -

ated Press. His various achievements were outlined in an article in the New York Times, 

2 ICHIKAWA Yoshinori 市川義則.「井上円了の洋行と日本人の海外移住―民衆教育者としての一側面―」 [Inoue 
Enryō's overseas travels and Japanese emigration: one aspect of the popular educator]. Published in 
same issue.
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and his world travels were cited among them: "Dr.  Enryo Inouye,  a widely known 

scholar in Buddhistic philosophy," "He had traveled extensively in the United States 

and Europe."3 It is surely fitting to draw attention again to Enryō as the individual with 

the broadest international experience in modern Japan, a country which had developed 

from national isolation to opening up to the world.

3 Reprinted in Rainer  SCHULZER,  ed. "Philosopher's Ashes Return to Tokyo: Inoue Enryō as Seen in 
Historical Roman Alphabet Sources,"『井上円了センター年報』Annual Report of the Inoue Enryo Center 
20 (2011): 187.
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