
English Lunch Blog（25.5.2014） 

Hello!  

 

I am very happy to have started my second semester as Lunch co-ordinator again.  

It is lovely to see some new faces in our lunch sessions and great to see our regular participants 

again. I hope for all the second years that you had an amazing spring holiday, and for the first 

years that you enjoyed your last days of freedom (just joking!).  

For those of you who do not know me very well yet, I love to play classical music on the piano and 

I love reading classical literature by writers such as George Orwell or Mary Shelly. I have not read 

much Japanese literature, so if you have read something good, please recommend it to me!  

 

I would like to tell you a little bit about my 

spring vacation; in February I travelled all the 

way to Hokkaido with my two good friends 

Tatiana and Allan.  Luckily, before I left my 

Japanese friend convinced me to buy some 

proper ski gloves and also gave me some 

heat pads, which I was sure I would not need 

to resort to using… but how wrong I was! 

Every day felt like -15 degrees, I had to wear 

eight layers of clothing! However it was 

definitely worth going, as we got to visit the 

snow festival and see some magnificent ice 

sculptures.  

 

I would highly recommend anyone who hasn’t been to go 

and see the Yuki Matsuri in Hokkaido!  

I hope everyone is well, and next week I will update you 

on more of my travels in the Easter holiday. Please tell me 

your adventures too!  

 

 

Jennifer Dumper  

 



 

 

 

Hello,  

Here is a wonderful little story of what you might experience in Colombia if you come around 

December or January. 

Usually our Christmas celebrations are different back home than in Japan.  As you may know, the 

main religion in my country is Catholicism, but there are people with different beliefs. Therefore, 

our celebrations start on the 7th of December with (Día de las Velitas) Candles Day.  Throughout 

this day, everyone buys candles or lanterns and lights them on the street, or outside their houses, 

making shapes and words. It was meant to celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 

Mary, and this dogma was proclaimed by Pope Pius IX. 

From the 16th to the 24th of December we celebrate Novenas de Aguinaldos, which actually cannot 

be translated to English but its name comes from the similarity to the number nine in Spanish. 

Some say it is meant to ask for the Holy Spirit, others say that it comes from a Greek tradition for 

grieving the dead, but I was taught that it is for us to ask for a holy petition and learn about what 

happens each day, through teachings of the Bible. So, everyone gathers around the Nativity Scene 

with the family, friends and neighbor, you read and sing the Novena and afterwards eat traditional 

food.  The second word, Aguinaldos was a tradition to celebrate the whole month of December.  

We meet with friends or family and play games. First, you bet on something -money, presents, 

candy, basically anything- and there are different games, yes and no (one is never allowed to say 

no and the other is never allowed to say yes and the person that loses would be the one that says 

the word that they were not allowed to use in the beginning), to give and not to receive (one of the 

persons could not receive anything, like a piece of paper given from hand to hand), and so many 

more. Every game has its trick and fun ways to win while you laugh at how hard it is to you or your 

opponent to win the game.  

 



On the 24th of Decemeber we usually gather around the table near the Christmas Tree, and the 

Nativity Scene that is present in every house, after going to church that day, and reading the 

Novena (in church or in the house). We enjoy a big banquet for the whole family (before it was held 

in the grandparents’ house, but now people decide where to do the celebration) and everyone eats 

and places gifts under the tree. At midnight when people are dancing or singing out in the streets 

(if it’s a town), people cheer, there are fireworks outside and the kids hurry to open their gifts. The 

night continues in celebration until the 25th of December, when, in the afternoon usually people 

sleep or take a trip to a river or pool with the family to relax after dancing the whole night.  

In the pictures, you can see, some lights back home of how my house looks at this time of the year. 

I will see all of you during lunchtime on Monday and Friday. 

Love, 

Tati 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hello, 

I will continue my last post, of celebrations during the Christmas holiday time.  As I said, they start 

on the 7th of December, but they will on the 6th of January.  After Christmas day on the 24th of 

December, the 28th of December is another celebration (Día de los Santos Inocentes) the day of 

the naive or innocent Saints.  This day was mainly for the unfortunate souls that passed away after 

the Three Wise Men talked to the King Herod and he killed many young children. During this day, 

everyone, newspapers, public jokes, even the news on TV are not to be taken seriously. It’s like 

our April Fool’s Day, everyone plays pranks on people. Then, on the 30th of December, we 

commemorate the people who were famous around the world that passed away during the year. 

The 31st of December, is a day filled of tradition, the party is even bigger than the 24th of December, 

there is a bigger meal and you invite family, sometimes friends, to share the dinner table, many 

good luck activities are preformed, followed by dancing among the family members, and fireworks. 

At midnight people eat 12 grapes, and make a wish for each grape, hug, call, etc., their family and 

relatives, some dance believing that what you do at midnight would be what you would do mostly 

next year.  Some run outside with their luggage and then round around their block to have good 

luck with their traveling, and many other traditions. People keep celebrating until the 1st of January 

and then the same tradition of going out near a river to relax and maybe cook something by 

traditional means to have lunch.   

The last day, the 6th of January people thought it was when the Three Wise Men arrived to see 

Jesus Christ, many people still give gifts that day, to maybe friends they couldn’t see during 

December, and some other people wait until the 6th to open their gifts.  

I have some pictures of some activities of the past years that we did during that time.   

I will see all of you during lunchtime on Monday and Friday. 

Love, 

Tati 



 

 


