
国際地域学科国際地域専攻卒業論文(2013 年 12 月提出用)要旨 指導教員：子島進教授 

 

 East  Japan Earthquake seen from Women in Iwaki  
1810100110 Kaede Fujii 

 
<Contents> 
Chapter 1 Introduction 

1-1 The 3/11 quake and Iwaki 
1-2 The 3/11 quake 

1-3 Tsunami 
1-4 Nuclear disaster 
1-5 Research and methodology 

1-6 Structure of the thesis  

  

Chapter 2 Victims of tsunami 
   2-1 I protected my daughter from black waterfall 

2-2 I cannot die! 
2-3 I must live the rest of my life strongly 
2-4 Remarks on chapter 2 

Chapter 3 Radiation contamination in Iwaki 
3-1 I want to live with my grandchildren 
3-2 For children’s future 
3-3 Because I don’t want to regret 
3-4 Anxiety against low level radiation exposure 
3-5 Remarks on chapter 3 

Chapter 4 Evacuees from hazard area of radioactivity 
4-1 History of Futaba County with nuclear power plant 
4-2 Women are more flexible and patient than men 
4-3 Stagnating situation 
4-4 An experience of easygoing person 
4-5 Changing direction 
4-6 Naraha town after two years from the disaster 
4-7 New life in Iwaki 
4-8 Remarks on chapter 4 

Chapter 5 Conclusion 
References 



<Abstract> 
This thesis clarifies about situations of women in Iwaki after East Japan earthquake. 
Chapter 1 explains fundamental information of Iwaki and East Japan earthquake on March 

11, 2013. 
Chapter 2 is about tsunami victims, and there are two remarks. Firstly, people were not 

aware of the danger of tsunami. Before March11, 2011, people had never experienced big 
tsunami in Iwaki. As one of Toyoma residents said, people in the coastal communities in Iwaki 
didn’t have a strong sense of crisis about tsunami. When the crisis occurred, people did not 
know that they should escape from tsunami to higher ground. Secondly, for reconstruction of 
coastal communities, it takes much more time than expected. Damaged area of Toyoma district 
is under reconstruction. Coastal area that especially close to sea will be disaster prevention open 
space. This project has started since March 13, 2013, and it will be completed on March 31, 
2020. Public housing for Toyoma residents is also being constructed on the higher area. They 
would be able to live in the public housing in June 2014.  

Chapter 3 deals with situation of mothers who are anxious about low radiation exposure.  
The units of radiation dose (becquere or sievert) are hard to understand for common people, and 
many people tend to rely on experts whose safe views have been repeated through media. These 
mothers are ones who have been studying about radioactivity very seriously, and researching 
radiation dose in their locality. However, their voices are not heard properly, and often regarded 
as an obstacle for reconstruction. With the spread of the safe radiation report through mass 
media, majority of Iwaki became insensitive to danger. Therefore, people who are particular 
about 1 mSv become minority and looked coldly. Actually, they want to evacuate to other 
prefecture from Iwaki. However, it is difficult for them to do so because of work and their 
family members’ intention. 

In Chapter 4, unforeseeable future of evacuees from Naraha was shown. About half of 
Naraha people have now moved to temporary housing or municipally subsidized rental housing 
in Iwaki. As the surveys for Naraha residents show, people who want to go back to Naraha are 
decreasing as time goes on. Especially young people tend to move and settle down out of 
Naraha. We have introduced narratives from one of such families. On the other hand, many aged 
people still hope to go back their homes. However, their future is unforeseeable. If the 
decontamination of Naraha completed, still they need stores, hospitals, and nursing houses and 
so on to live in Naraha. They are going to hospital in Iwaki now, so some of them are thinking 
that they keep living in Iwaki. 

Through this thesis, perspectives of the women in Iwaki are clarified. Each woman has 
difficulties in unforeseeable situation.  
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