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1. Academic Mobility in Brief 
1. Academic Mobility in Brief 



1.1 What is Academic Mobility? 

 
Definitions 

• Students who have crossed a national or territorial border 

for the purpose of education and are now enrolled outside 

their country of origin (UNESCO-UIS, 2014) 

 

• Academic mobility implies virtual mobility, which should 

also be considered e.g. MOOCs, Open and Distance 

Learning (ODL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: UNESCO (accessed 29 Nov 2016). What is mobility?  

Sources: UNESCO-UIS (2014).  

Higher Education in Asia. Expanding Out, Expanding Up:  The rise of 

graduate education and university research 

http://www.unesco.org/education/studyingabroad/what_is/mobility.shtml
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/higher-education-asia-graduate-university-research-2014-en.pdf
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/higher-education-asia-graduate-university-research-2014-en.pdf
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/higher-education-asia-graduate-university-research-2014-en.pdf
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/higher-education-asia-graduate-university-research-2014-en.pdf


1.2 Different Modalities of Mobility 

 

 
• Cross-border higher education encompasses different 

modalities where the teacher, student, programme, 

institution/provider or course materials cross national 

borders – including using a range of technologies and  

e-learning (UNESCO-OECD, 2005) 

 

• Student mobility is perhaps the most common form of 

internationalisation of higher education (UNESCO, 2015) 
 

 

 

 

Source: UNESCO-OECD (2005). UNESCO/OECD Guidelines on Quality Provision In Cross-Border Higher Education 

  

Source: UNESCO (2015). Preliminary Report Concerning the Preparation of a  

Global Convention on the Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications 

 

 

 

https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/edu/innovation-education/35779480.pdf
ttp://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002347/234743E.pdf
ttp://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002347/234743E.pdf
ttp://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002347/234743E.pdf


1.3 Different Modalities of Learning 

 • A shift in the paradigm of learning has been the increased attention given to 

informal and non-formal learning, both inside and outside of higher education, 

the enhancement of creativeness, and entrepreneurship across the lifespan 

(UNESCO, 2015) 

 

• From a ‘plantation model’ to nomadic learning across one’s lifespan 
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http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/epr/KEDI-seminar/2015/R.of_Korea_160222_chojeongyoon-japan_presentation.pdf
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1.4 Pros and Cons of Student Mobility 

 
Student Receiving States 

Pros 

• Intercultural understanding 

• Brain gain1 

• Inbound youth migration2 

• Tuition payments plus contribution to 

local economy 

 Cons 

• Increase enrollment competition3 

• High enrollment can negatively 

impact quality3 

• Potential backlash (e.g. anti-

immigration) 

 

Student Sending States 

Pros 

• Intercultural understanding 

• Trains skilled graduates 

• Helps meet enrollment demand 

• International scholarships support 

domestic HR development1 

 
Cons 

• Risk of brain drain1  

• Outbound youth migration2 

• May neglect local 

knowledge/language 

 
1UNESCO. (2015). Education 2030 Incheon Declaration and Framework for Action. World Education Forum 2015. Paris. Retrieved from 

https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration 
2 UNDP. (2016). Asia-Pacific Human Development Report: Sharing the Future. New York. Retrieved from http://www.asia-

pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf 
3 UNESCO.-UIS (2014). Higher education in Asia : Expanding out, expanding up. Bangkok. 

https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
https://en.unesco.org/world-education-forum-2015/incheon-declaration
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/dam/rbap/docs/RHDR2016/RHDR2016-full-report-final-version1.pdf


1.5 Regional Outbound Student Growth (1999-2013) 
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Global outbound mobile students by regions 

Roughly 1 out of every 2 mobile 

students is from Asia-Pacific 

Source: created by UIS-AIMS, UNESCO 

Bangkok, UIS Data Center, accessed 

November 2016 

There was a 12 percentage point 

increase in outbound students from 

Asia-Pacific from 1999 to 2013 

There were 1.7 million students 

from Asia-Pacific studying in 

other countries in 2013 compared 

to 0.6 million in 1999 



1.6 Inbound Students from Japan and Rep. of Korea 
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 Both Japan and Rep. Korea 

mainly host students from East 

Asia and the Pacific 

 

 Both countries struggle to attract 

student from other regions 

except for N. America and W. 

Europe (3-4%) 

Note: Data for South and West Asia, North  America and Western 

Europe, Central Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, sub-Saharan 

Africa refer to 2012. Data for Arab States refer to 2011. Data for 

East Asia and the Pacific refer to 2010. Data for Latin America and 

the Caribbean refer to 2009.  

Source: created by UIS-AIMS, UNESCO Bangkok, UIS Data 

Centre, accessed in November 2016 

Note: Data for East Asia and the Pacific, South and West Asia, 

North  America and Western Europe, Central Asia, Central and 

Eastern Europe, sub-Saharan Africa refer to 2014. Data for 

Arab States,  Latin America and the Caribbeanrefer to 2013. 

Source: created by UIS-AIMS, UNESCO Bangkok, UIS Data 

Centre, accessed in November 2016 

Note: Data for China is not available 

Source: created by UIS-AIMS, UNESCO 

Bangkok, UIS Data Center, accessed 

November 2016 



1.7 Where do students from China, Japan and Rep. of Korea study?  

 

58% 

40% 

2% 

Outbound internationally mobile 
students, in China, by region, 2013 
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students, in Republic of Korea, by 

region 

Note: Data for North  America and Western Europe, Others 

refer to 2013. Data for East Asia and the Pacific refer to 2011. 

Source: created by UIS-AIMS, UNESCO Bangkok, 

UIS Data Centre, accessed in November 2016 

Note: Data for North  America and Western Europe, 

Others refer to 2013. Data for East Asia and the Pacific 

refer to 2011. 

Outbound internationally 

mobile students, in Japan, by 

region 

 For all three countries, North America and Western Europe are popular study destinations  

 

 East Asia and the Pacific also attracts a sizeable number of students from China (40%), Japan 

(14%) and Republic of Korea (32%) 



2. UNESCO’s Support for Academic Mobility 

 



2.1 UNESCO’s Five Functions 

UNESCO 

  

  

    

  

Strengthening 
International 
Cooperation 

Laboratory 
of Ideas 

Setting 
Standards 

Analysis, 
Monitoring 

Benchmarking 

Capacity 
Building 

As the only UN agency 
with a mandate in higher 
education, UNESCO’s five 
functions address the 
challenges of equity, 
quality, inclusion, 
expansion, mobility and 
accountability 
 
 

UNESCO E-Board 119th Session, Oct. 2012, Paris . Retrieved from 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002181/218189E.pdf 



2.2 Sustainable Development Goals 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Our collective commitment to people, planet and prosperity 

 

 



2.3 SDG4 and Target 4b 

• Education 2030 / SDG4 is to ensure 

inclusive and equitable quality education 

and promote lifelong learning opportunities 

for all 

 

• SDG Target 4b. Mobility scholarships 

 By 2020, substantially expand globally the 

number of scholarships available to 

developing countries 

 Scholarships should support the 

internationalization of tertiary education and 

research systems, particularly in least 

developed countries 

 Where developed countries offer 

scholarships to students from developing 

countries, these should be structured to build 

the capability of the developing country 



2.4 Regional Initiatives that Drive Student Mobility 



3. Future Directions for Student Mobility 

 



3.1 Three Core Principles  

Enhancing the quality of cross-border higher education 

 

1. Importance of building mutual trust and respect 

2. Recognise the importance of national authority and diversity 

of higher education systems 

3. Emphasize higher education as a vital means to express a 

country’s linguistic and cultural diversity, and promote 

economic and human development (UNESCO-OECD Guidelines, 

2005)  

 

In summary, ensure diverse qualifications are transparent and 

recognized at home and internationally 



3.2 Integrating QA, QF and Recognition for Mobility 
 

Enhancing 

 Student 

 Mobility 

Quality 
Assurance 

Qualifications 

Recognition 

Qualifications 

Frameworks 

Source: UNESCO, 2015; graphic adapted by UNESCO 
Bangkok from Campbell-Dorning, E. (21-23 October 2015) 
Workshop on the Recognition of Higher Education 
Qualifications in Asia and the Pacific. UNESCO Bangkok. 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Developments in recognition, 
quality assurance and 

qualifications frameworks are 
complementary actions within 
the same agenda to strengthen 
the quality of lifelong learning 

systems 



3.3 Quality Assurance 

• Quality assurance (QA) is 

the systematic review of 

educational programmes to 

ensure that acceptable 

standards of education, 

scholarship and 

infrastructure are being 

maintained.  

• There are national and 

regional examples of 

cooperation in QA. 
 

Sources: UNESCO (accessed 29 Nov 2016). Quality 

Assurance; EU SHARE (accessed 30 Nov 2016). AQAN 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/strengthening-education-systems/higher-education/quality-assurance/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/strengthening-education-systems/higher-education/quality-assurance/
http://share-asean.eu/2016/10/26/asean-takes-quality-assurance-of-universities-regional-with-the-launch-of-aqan/


• The 2011 Tokyo Convention, not yet in force, provides a 

mechanism for countries in the Asia-Pacific region to facilitate 

recognition of higher education qualifications through basic 

principles, increased information provision and transparency 

 

• As of November 2016, three 

Member States – Australia, 

China, and New Zealand – 

have ratified the 2011 Tokyo 

Convention 

3.4 Qualifications Recognition  



3.5 What is an National Qualifications Framework (NQF)? 

 

 A national qualifications framework defines the levels of 
tertiary qualifications with level descriptors of 
knowledge, skills, competencies, values and attitudes, etc. 
  

 It sets out a general learning matrix or domains of 
learning to cover cognitive and non-cognitive aspects of 
learning (holistic approach to learning) 
 

 It provides an overarching and generic framework for the 
development of subject/profession/occupation – specific 
quality standards  



3.6 NQF: Based on Learning Outcomes? 

 
Level 8 

Level 7 

Level 6 

Level 5 

Level 4 

Level 3 

Level 2 

Level 1 

1. Vertically and 
horizontally coherent 

3. All types and forms of 
learning recognizable 
and contribute to the 
establishment of a 
lifelong learning society 

2. Engage all 
stakeholders to ensure 
internal and external 
coherence in terms of 
content 

NQF levels 

and level 

descriptors 

ECCE 

Junior Secondary E 

Primary Education 

Senior Secondary E 

Higher Education 

TVET 

TVET 



3.7 Benefits of Establishing an NQF 

 Provides umbrella framework for quality assurance that 
describes different types of qualifications and how 
qualification levels connect with one another (e.g. vertically 
and horizontally coherent) 

 Makes all types of learning (formal, non-formal and informal 
learning) comparable, recognizable and transferable, and 
thus contributing to the establishment of a lifelong learning 
society  

 Helps to address skills mismatch through engagement with 
all stakeholders, including employers, in the development of 
subject/profession/occupation – specific quality standards 
(internally and externally coherent) 



3.8 Benefits of Establishing an NQF (continued) 

 Provides a common template (domains of learning) to 
define learning outcomes 

 Supports learning outcome-based academic recognition 
among systems so as to promote the cross-border 
mobility of students 

 Enhances better system-wide coordination within MOE 
or among line ministries to avoid fragmentation, 
inconsistency and duplications 

 Helps to achieve proper balance between institutional 
autonomy and social accountability in the context of 
higher education massification  

 



Qualification levels often include generic learning 

outcomes and level descriptors based on learning 

outcomes: 

 Knowledge—what a graduate is expected to know and 

understand. This can be general or specialised, in a single area or a 

range of areas and can be discrete or cumulative 

 Skills—what a graduate can do. This can be cognitive, creative, 

technical, communication and/or interpersonal 

 Application of knowledge and skills—the context in which a 

graduate applies acquired knowledge and skills 

 Values attitudes and professionalism (e.g. Malaysia) 
 Sources: Country Education Profiles Australia, accessed 2 December 2016; Malaysia Qualifications Framework, 2011. 

 

 

3.9  Common Learning Matrix 

https://internationaleducation.gov.au/Documents/ED15-0091_INT_Australia_Country_Education_Profile_2015_ACC.pdf
http://www.mqa.gov.my/portalMQA/dokumen/MALAYSIAN QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK_2011.pdf


3.10 Common Learning Matrix 

Domains Examples of key skills, competencies, values and attitudes 

Critical and innovative 

thinking 

Creativity, entrepreneurship, resourcefulness, application skills, reflective 

thinking, reasoned decision-making 

Interpersonal skills Communication skills, organizational skills, teamwork, collaboration, 

sociability, collegiality, empathy, compassion 

Intrapersonal skills Self-discipline, ability to learn independently, flexibility and adaptability, self-

awareness, perseverance, self-motivation, compassion, integrity, self-respect 

Global citizenship Awareness, tolerance, openness, responsibility, respect for diversity, ethical 

understanding, intercultural understanding, ability to resolve conflicts, 

democratic participation, conflict resolution, respect for the environment, 

national identity, sense of belonging 

Media and information 

literacy 

Ability to obtain and analyse information through ICT, ability to critically 

evaluate information and media content, ethical use of ICT 

Other (Physical health, 

Religious values) 

Appreciation of healthy lifestyle, respect for religious values 
Source: UNESCO (2016). ERI-Net Assessment of Transversal 

Competencies: Policy and Practice in the Asia-Pacific Region 



3.11 Towards Harmonization-based Academic Recognition 



3.12 Potential Framework for Regional HE Harmonization 



4. How can we support academic mobility? 

 



4.1 Future Directions 

Consider flexible learning strategies 
 Offering short-term modular approaches to qualifications through a blend of 

campus-based and open and distance learning are promising pathways for 

mobility beyond a traditional degree program 

 

Use scholarships for targeted outreach 
 Substantially expand scholarships to recruit talented students and build 

meaningful relationships with development partners from least developed 

countries and Small Island Developing States (SDG Target 4b.) Look to Africa 

and emerging world regions for strategic outreach 

 

Take decisive action 
 ASEAN and other world regions are investing in the development of regional 

higher education networks and collaborative research – don’t wait  

 Regional collaboration can play a leading role in building capacity for quality 

higher education and research and shape the future of academic mobility in 

Asia-Pacific and worldwide 

 

 



Thank you for your attention 
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