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Hello everyone,  

 

This weekend I feel like I have not been so productive! I have been a little ill and therefore not able to 

go out much, so I will talk to you about my home in England. I live in a little village called Stalbridge, 

not many people, even from England have heard of it! It is a very quaint and old village so it’s quite 

picturesque. My house is actually over 300 years old!  We have a small shop for groceries, a post office, 

a church, a butchers and of course a pub! Apart from this we are surrounded mostly by fields and woods. 

It takes 40 minutes to get to the nearest town; the bus goes only every 2 hours and stops at 5.00pm! So 

you can imagine not having a car in Stalbridge is pretty inconvenient! Even though there isn’t much to 

do in Stalbrigde, I love living there as I think we are very strong as a community, as it is so small 

everybody knows each other. Christmas time is especially fun, volunteers gather every year on 

December 1st to make mulled wine and mince pies. In case you have never heard of mulled wine it is a 

winter drink that is closely associated with Christmas. It is red wine mixed with orange juice, lemons, 

sugar and lots of spices, it tastes very fruity and sweet and warms your whole body, so a perfect winter 

drink for cold nights! Mince pies are similar to mulled wine; just fruit and spices inside a pie with icing 

sugar on top. So we make these things as a community together and watch the turning on of the 

Christmas lights and sing Christmas carols.  

 

Something that I also recently missed was bonfire night, which is held on the 5th of November to 

celebrate Guy Fawkes being captured. Guy Fawkes planned to blow up the House of Lords to 

assassinate King James 1st on the 5th November but luckily was caught before he achieved this. 

Therefore on this day we celebrate in England by having a big fire and fireworks.  

 

That’s it for today, take care and I look forward to seeing you on Monday.   

 

Jennifer  

 

Hello again!  

Last Tuesday there was a discussion with Professor Patrick, from the University of Columbia in 

Toyo University. It was amazing how many people att ended this discussion.  During this discussion 

we talked about three main topics: Japanese work st yle, Japan’s future and Abenomics. There were 

also some discussion questions after reading Profes sor Patrick´s essays, (“Japan´s abenomics: 

Recovery Leading to good growth? And Abenomics: Jap an´s New Economic Policy Package”).  

Regarding the first topic, Japanese work style, we could see that the responses of students for 

dealing with 

 



 the aging population and labor shortage were basic ally focusing on the elderly, women and 

foreigners (in that order). Furthermore, students a nalyzed employment patterns and the fact that 

more people would look for a full-time job but, usu ally, what the market offers is part-time jobs.  

The second topic, Japan´s future, was the one that was more deeply discussed, since Japan’s youth 

are its future.  Because students are the future of  Japan, how they think and approach subjects will 

determine the future. The idea was how “closed-mind ed” the culture might be, in terms of attitudes 

to foreigners and different ideas. This topic motiv ated some students to think about getting to know 

different points of view, not only of foreign stude nts who spoke only English, but also Chinese and 

Korean students who are already international stude nts at Toyo.  They also thought how, already 

knowing the Japanese language, they could start dee per conversations of common interests, 

without prejudices.  

The last topic, was analyzed based on the strong kn owledge Professor Patrick has of Asian 

economies, for example of How Finance is Shaping the Economies of China, Japan and Korea, 

which is the title of a well-regarded collection of  essays he edited.   

I strongly recommend that everyone take advantage o f opportunities like these to not only practice 

their English and get to know new people and cultur es, but also because not all universities offer 

these kinds of conferences and moments to share. We  are very lucky here at Toyo University. 

I will see all of you during lunchtime on Monday an d Friday. 

Love, 

Tati 

 

 


