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Congratulating the Start of “Transdisciplinary Initiative
for Eco-Philosophy, Toyo University”

Takuo Sugano,

Chair of the Board of Trustees, Toyo University

All of us, living on this earth, are aspiring for sustaining good
environment on the earth. However common understanding
on what the good environment on the earth should be has not
been necessarily reached, and remains as a research subject in
the future. To give an example, both changes in the
environment, which may extinguish life on the earth, and
economic activities, which may exhaust natural resources on
the earth, are obviously obstacles to sustaining good
environment on the earth. However even though ecological
environment shouldn’t be changed artificially in most cases,
no one likes to live with bacteria of smallpox as in the past,
and although the strong prey upon the weak, which has been
useful for evolution of wild life, has been a common practice
among wild animals, it is also commonly recognized by many
people that competition without regulation such as the law of
the jungle should not be introduced to human society as it is.
Both illustrates that naive idea does not serve to sustain good
environment of the earth, and consequently the
Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy, Toyo
University (TIEPh) based on the philosophy of Harmonious
Coexistence, which has been fostered at Toyo University over
the years, is expected to show what the goal should be in
order to sustain good environment on the earth, and to give a
guideline how we can reach the goal a long with the
technological endeavor.
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TIEPh Symposium on“ Eco-Philosophy”
Saturday, October 21, 2006
Place: SkyHall, Hakusan Campus, Toyo University,
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo
Invited Speaker: Carl B. BECKER, Professor, Graduate
school of Human And Environmental
Studies, Kyoto University

Email: tieph-ir3s@hakusrv.toyo.ac.jp
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Thoughts on TIEPh, IR3S and AGS:
The Relationship between “Sustainability”
and “Harmonious Coexistence”

Tomonori Matsuo,
Dr. Eng. President and Professor Toyo University

Centering around the University of Tokyo, Kyoto University,
Osaka University, Hokkaido University and lbaraki
University have advanced the preparation of the “IR3S
(Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science)”---
“Sustainability-gaku Renkei Kenkyu Kiko” in Japanese---since
it was adopted as a project for Science and Technology
Promotion Adjustment for 2005 academic year. In 2006
academic year, additional three universities and a research
institute, namely, Toyo University, National Institute for
Environmental Studies, Tohoku University and Chiba
University, joined this system, starting its full-scale activities.
This system has become a huge experimental or ambitious
interdisciplinary and trans-university system which aims at
developing research, education and social practicing not only
in Japan but in Asia, first, and then in the world.

You can read the detailed explanation about the “TIEPh
(Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy, Toyo
University” in other articles in this newsletter. As for this, it
can be said that Toyo University has secured an important
trigger for advancing research in its relevant fields and
increasing information transmission capacity because it has
come to be active as a member of the IR3S. This means that
the achievements or proposals in “Sustainability Science” or
“Harmonious Coexistence (Kyosei) Study” which Toyo
University has promoted in several fields have been
evaluated, and therefore, we have to fully renew our
awareness that our responsibility for participating in this huge
system has become quite serious. | believe that our university
prestige in the relevant fields is put on this.

Let me also briefly refer to “AGS (Alliance for Global
Sustainability.” The Japanese description of “AGS” can be
translated into “Inter-University Academic Cooperation
Seeking Sustainability of Anthropogenic Sphere.” AGS was
inaugurated as a trilateral interuniversity research cooperation
program by the University of Tokyo, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), and Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) and its joint research has been pursued
based on the agreement signed in January 1997. (Chalmers
University of Technology, Goteborg, Sweden, has become the
fourth member since 2001.)

As one of those committed to the very launch of AGS, | feel
honoured to confirm that the central figures of the AGS
activities in the University of Tokyo assumed a leading role to
initiate the above IR3S. | highly appreciate their efforts to
have such a development. I’d like to pay my respects to the
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concerned. One of the tasks related to AGS in 1997 was the
leadership and untiring efforts of Hiroshi Komiyama,
president of the University of Tokyo, and the person
concerned.

One of the tasks related to AGS in 1997 was the Japanese
translation of AGS. | recall that regrettably we lacked some
vigor in advocating “Sustainability Study” and then social
situation didn’t allow us to do so. | believe that the evolution
from “AGS” as “Inter-University Academic Cooperation
Seeking Sustainability of Anthropogenic Sphere” to “IR3S”
shows the community’s growing interest and understanding
of this issue.

Now we are put to the test. How can Toyo University make a
positive contribution? As premises for seeking
“sustainability,” “philosophy” which seeks the realization of
“harmonious coexistence” needs to be established. Toyo
University is expecting that it can play a role as an originator
of such “philosophy.”
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The Outline of the “Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-
Philosophy, Toyo University”

Makio Takemura
Department of Indian Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

Currently, this earth is facing unprecedented crisis, including
climate change and sea-level rise caused by global warming, upset
of the ecosystem and increase of the extinct species, and spread of
the influence of endocrine disrupters. It’s high time for us to
seriously pursue how we should sustain and hand down the earth
as beautiful and affluent environment for future generations. At
such times, “Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science
(IR3S)” invited public participation of the institutes last summer.
Recognizing the importance, Toyo University applied for
participation, with the main aim of pursuing research on
“Sustainability Study,” based on the existing research on
“Harmonious Coexistence Study.” Accordingly, Toyo University
was finally selected as a cooperating institution of the IR3S.

Toyo University, in order to participate in the IR3S, launched the
“Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy” (TIEPh) which
consists of three research units: 0 Nature Unit (Buddhism and
Chinese Philosophy), O Values Unit (Social Psychology) and O
Environmental Design Unit (Philosophy). “Eco-Philosophy” has
been presented as the key concept which corresponds to
“Sustainability Science” based on “Harmonious Coexistence
Study.” Graduate School of Literature, Graduate School of
Sociology and Graduate School of Regional Development Studies,
to which the participating researchers belong, were designated as
the parent bodies of the TIEPh.

The following will be pursued in each unit: [0 Study of Eastern
wisdom with regard to nature and humanity, and of ecology; O
Investigation of value consciousness with respect to sustainability
in various regions in Asia; 00 Inquiry into philosophy-centered
environmental design, which encompasses environmental ethics.
O In the Nature Unit, view of nature and view of humans in
Eastern wisdom such as Indian thought and Chinese thought or
Buddhism will be delved along the present-day issue of
sustainability, and the desirable relationship between humans and
nature will be also explored, while comparing them with ecology
advocated in Europe and America and investigating their
possibilities and limits. O In the Values Unit, through the survey
on the value consciousness concerning the continuing existence of
nature and communities based on the specific culture and tradition
of the inhabitants of the various regions in Asia, concrete measures
and effective global viewpoints to materialize sustainability of the
regions in Asia will be provided while exploring the various
aspects of their base layer and transformations. O In the
Environmental Design Unit, a philosophy of environmental ethics
and environment designing, which is expected to solve unresolved
issues, will be established based on the viewpoints of grasping
analogy between the world and body-related matters, and the
dynamic system of the world, while taking Eastern tradition, etc.
into consideration.

Naturally, there should lie philosophy and thoughts at the basis of
“Sustainability Study.” Toyo University is ready and willing to
contribute to the IR3S from this side. How can we construct a new
philosophy which is worthwhile to be propagated to the world in
order to save the earth? Our mission is crucial. The whole Initiative
has been determined to tackle this issue together.

For further information, please refer to the following respective
description.
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The Objective of the Nature Unit

Toshiaki Yamada
Department of Chinese Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

Modern science, through separation of mind and body, started with
understanding body as a thermal engine with a heart in its center.
With this mind-body dualism, the technology has developed which
secures to preserve the whole engine, taking the broken part apart,
or changing the part, and, in some cases, removing it. This became
possible because it was thought that parts don’t have mind.

It is undeniable that this mind-body dualism has greatly
contributed to the development of science and technology. At the
same time, however, the way of science has long been placed in
the extremely limited understanding. In other words, what cannot
be borne out is regarded as something that doesn’t exist. But there
are not a few sensory existence and happenings in this society and
in the realm of nature that cannot possibly be borne out by figures
or theories. For example, we have had some medicine called
Chinese herbal medicine or folk medicine which is the medicine
based on a sort of empirical medical care. Up until a decade ago,
many of these were not even designated as medicine but treated as
food. The reason is that the analytical figures of the content or the
figures showing the medical properties were not available. In an
extreme case, acupuncture was rejected as unscientific. However,
these technologies and methods based on such empirical science
have systems which have been accumulated and refined over
several thousand years.

Eastern thought basically stands on mind-body unity. Mind and
body are integrated, and the way of mind reflects on body. In fact,
this mind sympathizes not only with body but with Mother Nature.
The way of mind even affects nature. Considering this, some may
feel something fishy, but if we look at the fact that human mind
that searched convenience and affluence caused excessive
development and unrecoverable destruction, it can be easily
understood.

In this unit, we would like to examine how the tradition of Eastern
wisdom can commit itself to the negative legacy left by the
Western value consciousness and science and technology, and to
create a new idea and value consciousness.

The Aim of the Values Unit
—Investigation of the Asian people’s
environmental consciousness—

Takashi Ohshima,
Department of Social Psychology, Faculty of Sociology

The importance of environmentally sustainable development has
recently been emphasized especially by the Western developed
countries. Though the importance itself should be known to people
all over the world, it is uncertain whether people in the other areas
of the world see the problems of sustainability in the same way as
Western people. In Asian countries, for example, which have been
undergoing rapid economic development, measures against
environmental destruction are strongly demanded. In order to
make effective provision for that, we will have to take account of
Asian people’s views of the environment. It has often been pointed
out that Asian people’s way of thinking is different in various
aspects from that of Westerners, since Asia has different histories
and traditions from those in Western areas.

The aim of the Values Unit of TIEPh is to investigate Asian
people’s environmental consciousness and attitudes toward
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sustainability by carrying out surveys in countries and areas in
Asia. While Asian peoples have been in opposition and conflict to
one another due to the diversity in their cultures and ethnic
communities in Asia, they have continued seeking harmonious
coexistence. We think it necessary to find out the unique
consciousness of harmonious coexistence in Asia in order to
realize environmentally sustainable development. Therefore, we
plan to carry out surveys of Asian people to investigate their views
of nature, the environment, life, and community and their attitudes
toward social and global problems. We plan to present proposals
for the realization of environmentally sustainable development in
Asia in accordance with the result of the survey.

We will start investigation in Singapore, China, Thailand, and
Korea, and will expand it into other areas in collaboration with the
research institutions in Japan and affiliated universities in Asia.

The Conception of System-Design

Hideo Kawamoto
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

The systemic real world keeps always moving. Moreover, the
world is constituted as a complex of a lot of systems decentralized
each other. Each system has the peculiar movement mode on the
nature of the system itself. It can be neither managed nor
controlled by the whole relations of systems and its movement
depends on the movement of the other systems, not but decided by
them. Each system synchronizes closely in such peculiar mode.
Each system is not influenced directly concerning the cause of its
movement, but its movement mode synchronizes closely each
other through an indirect cause. Now we can and have to
investigate such a theme how much active modes and operation
patterns in indirect causes.

A typical case illustrates this situation. In the financial world of the
exchange rate, the main exchange markets are set on the place in
New York, Tokyo, Frankfurt, and London. In each exchange
system, the buying and selling are produced constantly. The
operating of each exchange system can be produced only by the
buying and selling in the system. The market disappears itself, if
the buying and selling stops. However, the operating of the
systems is influenced by the trend of the other systems at once.
When the Yen in New York market goes down to dollar, it maybe
go up or down in Tokyo market. In such an artificial system like
the exchange market, there are the brokers, who make the buying
and selling only to obtain their profit and the whole system can be
steady through the intentional deeds of each brokers seeking his
own profit.

When we confront to environmental problems, we have to set the
more complex system models which make possible to match the
humans artificial system to the system of nature. At this time, it is
the most important problem what is the brokers in the more
complex system, who produce choices on each side with seeking
their profit. If the sustainable development of the more complex
system can be expected through these brokers, this system may let
it be as it However, it is necessary to the more choices for selective
control which are not yet exercised by brokers, the sustainability of
the system cannot be expected. These more choices show the
incidental clauses of the operation for systems, when these adjust
to the continuance of the operation of the system. The conception
of the system- design has a goal where we can find, invent and
produce such choices.
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IR3S and TIEPh

The University of Tokyo-based Integrated Research System

for Sustainability Science (IR3S) is a five-year mega project

supported by the Special Coordination Funds for Promoting

Science and Technology (Strategic Development of Center of

Excellence) of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,

Science and Technology (MEXT.) (Toyo University joined

this project in its second year, and will be in it for four more

years.) The strict examination by the world leading
intellectuals has chosen Kyoto University, Osaka University,

Hokkaido University and Ibaraki University as its

participating universities and Toyo University, National

Institute for Environmental Studies, Tohoku University and

Chiba University as its cooperating institutions. Especially,

three Research Projects will be carried out by these five

participating universities and four cooperating institutions as
its “Flagship Projects” which include

O Sustainable Countermeasures for Global Warming (Lead
University: The University of Tokyo, Co-Lead University:
Ibaraki University, )

O Development of an Asian Recycling-Oriented Society
(Lead University: Osaka University, Co-Lead University:
Hokkaido University,) and

O The Concept and Development of Global Sustainability
(Lead University: Kyoto University.)

Furthermore each university and institution will carry out its

own research projects. For additional information, please visit

the following website at http://www.ir3s.u-tokyo.ac.jp/

As is seen above, Toyo University has initiated

“Tra-nsdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy ”(TIEPh)

consisting of three research units : 0 Nature Unit (Buddhism

and Chinese Philosophy) O Values Unit (Social Psychology)
and O Environmental Design Unit (Philosophy). The title of

“Eco-Philosophy” has been given to the search of

“Sustainability Science” which is based on “Harmonious

Coexistence (Kyosei) Study” which has been pursued at Toyo

University. Three Graduate Schools, namely, Graduate

School of Literature, Graduate School of Sociology and

Graduate School of Regional Development Studies, to which

the participating researchers belong, will play the role of the

parent bodies of this Initiative.

The following is the chronological summary of how and

when Toyo University came to organize TIEPh and pursue

studies which led to “Sustainability Science,” particularly that
of the research of “Harmonious Coexistence (Kyosei) Study.”
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Undergraduate School of Regional Development Studies = April 1997 ODOO0O0DOO00O0OOO0O0OO0O00bOO0o0obO0OOon
newly established, and the pursuit of harmonious ooooo

coexistence with nature initiated.

Graduate School of Regional Development Studies April 2001 JOOOOOOOOOooOOoo

established.

“Center for Sustainable Development Studies” November 2001 OO DO OOO0OO0OOOCDOOOOOOODOOOOOO
established in Graduate School of Regional oooooooo

Development Studies.

“Asia Research Center” established in Asian Cultures April 2002 OJ0O0OOO0ODODOOODODOOODODOOODOOODOOOd
Research Institute. ooooooooogog

“21st Century Human Interaction Research Center” April 2003 JODOOOOOoObOOOoOoODbO2200000000
established in Graduate School of Sociology. 00o000o0ooOooooDOobooboooooodg

“Kankyo Kyosei Shakaigaku (Sociology of Harmonious February 2004 O O0OOOOOD0OOOODOODOOOO
Coexistence with Nature)” published by Asakura
Publishing Co., Ltd.

“Center for Regional Industrial Symbiosis” established  April 2004 OJOOOO0ODOODODOODOOOODbDOODOO
in Graduate School of Engineering. ooooooo
Research activities on Specified Task of Special April 20056 JOOOODOOOODODOOODOOOOoDOOoOoooOOg
Research <Establishment of Kyosei-gaku (Harmonious g00booboooog
Coexistence Study) with two-year research period>
initiated.
An Integrated Subject, “Thinking about Modern Society ~ April 20056 J0OOOO0ODOOOODODOOODODOOODOOODOOOd
and “Kyosei (Harmonious Coexistence),” (delivered to 0oo0ooooooooooooooogn
all the four campuses on the Internet class.)
To the Yomiuri Shimbun, President Tomonori Matsuo, May 30th 2005 O0O0O000000000000000O0O0O00000
contributed an essay entitled “Toward Establishing and 0do0oo0oDodooOoooooooooooa
Disseminating Kyosei-gaku (Harmonious Coexistence ooooo
Study)” as a new mission of Toyo University.
“Kokusai Kankyo Kyosei-gaku (International August 2005 OODOOOOODOOOOOOCOOOO
Environmental Harmonious Coexistence Study )”
published by Asakura Publishing Co. Ltd.
In Nikkei BP Mook series entitled “Transforming September 2005 O OOO0OO0OODOODOODODODOOOOODO
Universities,” Toyo University featured. An interview gooooooooooobbbbobbobobobobobono
with President Tomonori Matsuo published under the oO00oOOoO0OoooooooooooDo
title of “Challenging Harmonious Coexistence’ based
on Eastern Wisdom.”’
After the commitment of Transdisciplinary Initiative for since 2006 JOOOODOOOODOOODOOOODbOOODbOOO
Eco-Philosophy, Toyo University (TIEPh) to IR3S as its goboooobobooobooboonn
cooperating institution of IR3S was decided, research on O Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy,
Sustainability Science based on the concept of Toyo-UniversityDO O OO TIEPAO OO OOODODO
Harmonious Coexistence got pursued. 0do0oo0oDodooOoooooooooooa
ogooooooooo

“Research Center for Harmonious Coexistence Thought”  April 2006 JOOOO0OOOOOOO0ODOOOODOOOObODbOOO
established in Graduate School of Literature. Aiming at 0000o0DO00o0ObOOo0ooOoOooDooooog
the investigation of the thought on harmonious oooo
coexistence based on the Eastern thought.
“Kyosei-no Katachi---Kyosei-gaku no Kouchiku wo May 2006 0O00OO0O0DODO0—00000000000D000
Mezashite (Shape of Harmonious Coexistence---Toward ooooooo
Establishing Kyosei-gaku (Harmonious Coexistence
Study)”’ published by Seishinshobo Publishers Co., Ltd.
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