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This First Symposium was convened by Toyo University’s
“Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-Philosophy” (TIEPh) on the
theme: “Towards Construction of Eco-Philosophy”

Tomonori Matsuo
President, Toyo University

IR3S (Integrated Research System for Sustainability Science) was
established in 2005 through the dedication of funds to advance and
coordinate science and technology between 5 universities with strong
research bases - Tokyo University, Kyoto University, Osaka
University, Hokkaido University, and Ibaraki University - through
formation of a inter-university coordinated research institution.
Starting from the 2006 academic year, 4 more institutions - Toyo
University, the National Institute for Environmental Studies, Tohoku
University, and Chiba University - were added as cooperating
institutions, giving IR3S a more fully realized form as an
experimental, ambitious large-scale university interdisciplinary and
interuniversity research institution dedicated to the pursuit of
research, education and social practice both inside and outside Japan.

Upon Toyo University’s entry to IR3S, TIEPh (Trans-disciplinary
Initiative for Eco-Philosophy) was also created at Toyo University as
an internal research group. While it cooperates in the activities of
other universities as a member of IR3S, TIEPh itself also plans to
communicate research findings from its own original activities.

The theme of the recent Symposium hosted by TIEPh was “Towards
Construction of Eco-Philosophy.” The usage, concept, and substance
of this term “eco-philosophy” have in actuality already been
proposed by numerous researchers, but at Toyo University a “co-
existence” approach is taken to investigate, under the rubric of “eco-
philosophy,” philosophical principles which might explicate the
conditions of sustainability involved with global systems, social
systems, and human systems. This term “co-existence” (kyosei in
Japanese) is said to derive from concepts of Buddhist thought, but in
this current age of global society where the resolution of every kind
of oppositional relations seems impossible, the achievement of “co-
existence” is vital as a precondition for any argument of
sustainability. Accordingly, there is an ongoing need to construct this
“eco-philosophy” as a philosophy instrumental to practical social
change.

At the recent Symposium, | had the chance to welcome Deputy
Director of IR3S and Tokyo University Graduate School Professor
Kazuhiko Takeuchi and keynote speaker Professor Carl Becker of
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Kyoto University’s Graduate School of Human and Environmental
Studies. Professor Takeuchi introduced the goals and overall
structure of IR3S, and Professor Becker spoke on “Global
Environmental Problems and Issues in Eco-Philosophy” in his
keynote address. We heard from Professor Becker how guiding
principles for grappling with current 21st-century issues might be
found within Japanese strands of Oriental thought. He addressed a
wide spectrum of issues ranging from religious viewpoints to the
problem of global warming, and his main thesis was of keen interest
and particular value.

Many, such as the President of Chiba University, participated in this
First Symposium convened by TIEPh at Toyo University, and |
believe the lively debate has contributed to the overall efforts of
IR3S. | am tremendously grateful to all participants. Their generous
cooperation has brought our efforts closer to future articulations of
new and effective “philosophy” as demanded by the 21st century.

“Creation of Sustainability Science and Prospects for TIEPh”

Kazuhiko Takeuchi

Deputy Director, IR3S

Professor, The University of Tokyo

Graduate School of Agriculture & Life Sciences

Today, 1'd like to speak of our complex environmental problems,
which extend from the pollution issue to global environmental
problems, in connection with my own upbringing. | was born in
1951, so | have lived exactly from the start of the latter half of the
20th century to the start of the 21st today. When | was young, | had
first-hand experience of the period of pollution wrought by Japan’s
rapid economic growth. The account of the Yahata Steelworks in my
elementary school textbooks was nothing less than a symbol of
prosperity, although by today’s standards it represented a source of
noise and air pollution. However, by the time | entered junior high
school, there was recognition of the environmental destruction which
threatened our lives. People’s consciousness varies to a remarkable
degree depending on the times, and the shifts in description of my
school textbooks expressed that very clearly.

Later, global environmental problems became recognized as major
issues around the world. For example, in recent years, the area of the
polar ice-sheet in the Arctic Circle has clearly decreased. Many view
this as a problem connected with global warming, but the problem is
not so simple. First of all, global warming is an extremely
complicated phenomenon, and the process of explaining this
phenomenon and resolving this problem is not as simple as that of
explaining and resolving the issue of environmental pollution. Simple
cause-and-effect relationships, such as those that suggest that “smoke
from factories causes pollution, so if we can control factory smoke,
we can reclaim a clean environment” are never really as obvious as
they seem, and nor is the means of their resolution.

New academic learning, such as that represented by the field of
sustainability science, is needed to address complex issues such as
global environmental problems. We define sustainability as made up
of global system, social system and human system, as well as the
sustainability of their interrelations. Global system include weather
systems, regional systems, and global ecological systems, among
others. Social system include politics, economics, and the like; all the
social mechanisms that support our existence. On the other hand,
human system include our human values, behavior, and lifestyles,
among other things. One characteristic of our definition of
sustainability is this inclusion of the human system perspective.

The relationship between humanity and nature is particularly vital,
and we need to review our current situation where we rely in the
extreme on the “conquering nature” approach. Humanity needs to
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reconcile itself with the natural world, and deepen our symbiotic
relationship with nature. When viewed from this perspective, |
believe that Toyo University’s bold attempts to challenge on human
values and lifestyles, not to mention the issue of poverty, will lead to
extremely favorable and mutually complementary relations with the
environmental sustainability research carried out by other universities
and institutions of IR3S.

As one example of this, the first issue in realizing an “Asian
recycling-oriented society” is to consider how Asian thinking on
recycling might be incorporated into this. | believe that significant
thinking on recycling from Oriental philosophy is clearly visible and
must be incorporated into our modern society, but it is far from clear
how this thinking can be practically reflected in a modern recycling
society. Thanks to its daring challenges on these problems founded
on the philosophy of co-existence, great things can be expected of
Toyo University’s contribution to the creation of sustainability
science.

“Global Environmental Problems and Issues in Eco-Philosophy”

Carl Becker

Professor, Kyoto University

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies
Department of Cultural Coexistence

The 20th century could be viewed as an ultimate expression of
Western philosophy, in which attempts to bring both nature and
“uncivilized” peoples into conformity with so- called “civilized”
ideals reached their ultimate limits. The 215t century is becoming
more critical of the unsustainability of anthropocentric Western
Enlightenment thought. Today’s presentation examines the
limitations of the dominant modern Western worldview, and
considers the potential of traditional Japanese thought as an
alternative.

Following the turbulent Period of Warring States in the 16th
century, Japan’s Edo Period (from the 17th through 19th centuries)
has particular significance, for it managed largely to overcome war
and poverty and to maintain a high standard of civilization in the face
of an extremely high population density. In the animal kingdom,
increasing population density engenders increased conflict and
violence. Despite the severely limited resources of its island
archipelago, Japan’s Edo Period achieved a uniquely low crime rate
and a sustainable zero-growth economy. Now that the modern world
also faces such limitations of resource and increased population
density, it may stand to learn from the wisdom and practices of Edo
Period Japan.

20th century Japanese society is changing so rapidly that it no
longer expresses traditional Japanese worldviews; so to understand
Japanese religious thought prior to Western influence, we must turn
to the Edo Period. Edo Period thought drew principally on neo-
Confucianism and Mahayana Buddhism, and also on the responses of
Shinto National Learning to these foreign-bred philosophies. Thus
Japan enjoyed an environment of religious pluralism and coexistence,
in contrast with the proselytizing exclusivism of western missionary
faith professing monopoly of a single truth. Thus, sensitive
hermeneutic studies unearthing the sustainability of traditional
Japanese religious thought may offer hints for the future coexistence
of humanity and our environment.
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Japanese Thought and Eco-Philosophy
Makio Takemura
Department of Indian Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

Shinto, Confucianism, and Buddhism feature in traditional Japanese
thought. Common threads pervade all of these perspectives on nature,
which were cultivated in Japan’s humid monsoon belt climate and
landscape. Within this, various cultures developed that were oriented
toward harmony and integration with nature. Rustic animistic
sensibilities are also believed to exist at the roots of these.

However, even this overwhelming love of nature could not halt the
environmental destruction occurring in the process of Japan’s
modernization. We might attribute this to the fact that rustic
sensibilities alone did not impart any logical consciousness of the
state of the relationship between humanity and nature. | do not
believe that logic can resolve everything, but a clear awareness (a
shift in consciousness) of humanity’s relationship with nature would
unmistakably have some kind of influence on the way that people
live their lives.

Within my specialty field, Buddhism, a strand of thinking developed
that was unique to Japanese Buddhism. This was the concept that
vegetation and the national land could be a buddha. Many arguments
revolved around whether vegetation possessed a Buddha nature
outright, whether becoming a buddha of vegetation would be
accompanied with the ascetic training or becoming a buddha of
certain people, or whether vegetation could itself develop or train in
religion and evolve a Buddha nature. This debate was conducted
principally within the Tendai and the Shingon schools, and its
foundation was a philosophical examination of how the relationship
between humans (or rather, the self) and nature should be viewed.
The deep ecology of Arne Naess also fundamentally problematizes
the awareness of self, stating everyone should develop a personal
ecosophy based upon this.

While unearthing theories that go beyond a sense of love of nature
to incorporate knowledge of our view of nature, we should
fundamentally re-think the relationship between humanity and nature.
Furthermore, if universally questioning human ways of living (the
pursuit of eco-philosophy) within contemporary settings can
contribute just a little to this, then this is surely significant.

Chinese Thought and Eco-Philosophy
— Nature and the Concept of “Qi” —

Toshiaki Yamada
Department of Chinese Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

In ancient China, an energy unseen by the eye but certain to exist
and possessing various effects was termed gi. In practical terms, it
was breath. Holding the breath is unpleasant; holding it for any great
extent causes loss of consciousness. The breath, in and out, is not
visible, but qi was thought to possess important functions and
nutrients for sustaining human life.

The relationship of the human body and gi was already systematized
by the first century BC, and the idea that gi actually flows in the earth
just as it flows in the human body, influencing the lives of people,
was established around this time also. This later became known as
feng shui, and its original objective was to select locations for
mounds to bury the dead. This extended to methods of selecting land
for castles and residences. The flow of qi in the earth was termed
dimai and longmai, which were considered similar to blood vessels in
the human body (correctly, the bloodstream was called mai and flow
of gi was called luo). These flows formed the nodes of a network
covering the entire land of China. Seeking out this longmai and living
near a superior flow of gi was thought to be a method of obtaining
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good fortune.

Later, various people developed theories for understanding and
interpreting qi, but superior earth gi was often thought to be found at
places of scenic beauty or fertile land. In modern terms, we might say
these were places with a better environment. Did superior earth qi
form a better environment, or did a better environment create
superior earth gi? Various interpretations are possible. What is
important when selecting a location is that sites with good conditions
according to feng shui theory are created artificially. This is the
concept of artificially achieving a good environment. This concept
initiated various massive feats of engineering.

At this symposium, the state of feng shui theory was explained, and
some ways were considered wherein this approach might be put to
use for contemporary society.

Indian Thought and Eco-Philosophy
—“Water” in Indian Views of Nature —

Hisayoshi Miyamoto
Department of Indian Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

The most familiar representations of India in Japanese television
and magazines, etc. are scenes of bathing in the Ganges River. The
figure of sari-clad women bathing on the sacred banks has become a
staple image of India. There is certainly an austere religious
atmosphere to be felt in the single-minded expressions of those
praying. At the same time though, some might find it unsurprising
that people bathe in somewhat dirty river water, on the grounds that
India is a hot nation, and a poor one. However, even in winter when
the water is freezing cold, people still immerse their heads, and those
who possess baths at home still come to bathe in the river, which
suggests India’s heat or poverty is not the reason.

So we might ask, then, why do these people come to bathe in the
Ganges? | believe that it is due to the special significance that water
holds for the people of India, especially followers of Hinduism. In
Hindu thought and myth, many analogies are used to illustrate the
attributes and power of water. Its analogies with amniotic fluid and
sperm are used to illustrate its productive power, among other things,
and its analogy with cow’s milk illustrates sustenance and
motherhood. Water is further attributed with mystic healing and
transformative properties. For the common people, it has an
important religious purificatory power. Bathing on sacred ground is
believed to wash away accumulated sin. The Ganges, which is
worshiped as a goddess, incorporates all these factors.

The Ganges is said to flow in three worlds; in paradise, in our
world, and in the underworld. The background for this belief is the
ancient Indian world view and view of nature that sees the human or
terrestrial world (the microcosmos) as overlapping with a greater
universe (the macrocosmos). Modern India, now running at the
forefront of the IT age, may have various problems, but this attitude
of continuing to preserve nature does not change. There is much that
we can now draw from Indian thought when considering
sustainability.
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Modern Thought and Eco-Philosophy
— Establishing a Research Program —

Hideo Kawamoto
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature

There are almost no previously established guidelines for what an
environmentally-related research program should do; academic
outcomes are not guaranteed, nor does any research progress
automatically. Research programs must be set up effectively. A
research program must constantly enable establishment of issues so
that research can continue; must form some prospects for
sustainability of research for the foreseeable future; must be able to
indicate a core for programs to establish particular problem areas; and
must produce effective outcomes for already established issues. The
research program was worked out by Karl Popper’s student Imre
Lakatos, within the debate at the time on the philosophy of science.
However, in the case of environmentally-related issues, the target of
this field of inquiry is not determined from the outset. In physics,
chemistry, and biology, the research objectives are clear, and the
fundamental rules are clear from the outset. In these established
disciplines, the procedure of research itself is even determined.
Fundamental rules and research procedures together form a regular
core unit. However, for environmental problems, a program core
equivalent to this does not exist. Furthermore, although most people
think they know what environment is, in the end they cannot clearly
identify what the essence of environment is, as based on things
existing within the environment. Here some scope emerges for the
involvement of philosophy. Within the issues that philosophy
establishes, there are both fundamental problems and fundamentalist
problems. In considering fundamental problems, when programs
evolve and improve, research also progresses markedly, but when
considering fundamentalist problems, while this may constitute an
observational foundation, it is actually independent from any sort of
program. This is simply an exceptional and a marginal problem.
Keeping this in mind, 1I’d like to consider what sort of program is
actually possible.

Closing with General Discussion
Satoshi Inagaki (Research Assistant)

A general discussion on these themes was held at the end of the
Symposium. Professors Makio Takemura, Toshiaki Yamada,
Hisayoshi Miyamoto, and Hideo Kawamoto, respectively, suggested
ways of addressing the current state of environmental problems,
introducing Eastern philosophy and views of nature from Japan,
China, India as well as the effectiveness of these. The professors also
discussed possible applications toward realization of these
speculations. After each presentation, the panelists and Professor
Takeuchi from the University of Tokyo, 5 persons in all, conducted a
general discussion. This covered not only such topics as Eastern
philosophical perspectives and Western philosophical perspectives,
but also how investigation of each of these should be realized and
applied, and how we should seek useful guidelines for these. After
this, Professor Takeuchi of the University of Tokyo discussed the
links between the science-based approach of the Faculty of
Agriculture and Life Sciences to which he belongs and the
humanities-based approach of the “Eco-Philosophy” of Toyo
University, confirming their mutual affiliations. After diverse
opinions were heard from the floor regarding expectations on Eastern
knowledge, the very lively general discussion was brought to a close.

Looking back on the symposium as a whole, it well befitted the
rubric of interdisciplinary research. While differences between the
science-based and humanities-based approaches were confirmed, it
was clear that we should seek methodologies that can put to best use
their mutual advantages. We can expect that this symposium will
serve to enrich the future activities of TIEPh.
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ICAS / TIEPh International Seminar Report

Makio Takemura

From 2 pm on Friday 17th November 2006, ICAS (Ibaraki
University) and TIEPh (Toyo University) co-hosted an International
Seminar at the seminar room on the second floor of the Kobushi
Kaikan, Faculty of Agriculture, on the Ami Campus of Ibaraki
University. The theme was “Sustainable Development, Nature and
Humanity — Seeking a New Eco-Philosophy through Dialog Between
West and East.”

The seminar was chaired by Associate Professor Kojiro Nakamura
of the Faculty of Agriculture at Ibaraki University. After opening
remarks from ICAS Deputy Director, Professor Kazuya Yasuhara of
the Faculty of Engineering at Ibaraki University, the following
presentations and discussions were heard: 1. “Sustainable
Development and Human-Nature Co-existence” from Mitsuhiro
Nakagawa (Professor, Faculty of Agriculture, Ibaraki University); 2.
“Views on Nature and Justice in East and West” from J. Clark (NHK
lecturer); 3. “Nature and Human Healing & Long Life” from T.
McLean (Representative of the C+F Institute); and 4. “Nature & Self
in Buddhism” from Makio Takemura (Professor, Faculty of
Literature, Toyo University).

Professor Nakagawa demonstrated various data in explaining the
current state of the world food problem and global crisis, showing
how change in human behavior is one point in achieving
sustainability. He illustrated how conservation of nature, social
security and social justice, and an undistorted human awareness must
work together to secure sustainability.

Mr. Clark explained historical shifts in concepts of nature,
indicating how the roots of Modern rationalism lie with Machiavelli,
and showing from the Old Testament tale of Cain and Abel how God
does not mediate the affairs of humanity; rather, through reading the
teaching of the principle that we get what we deserve, he showed
how a common base of justice in East & West is demanded by the
principle of cause and effect (that good comes to those who do good
and bad to those who do bad), as well as ways of viewing this.

Mr. McLean’s presentation revolved around axes of human internal
and external concerns, individuals and groups, in a graphical
representation of function from which the 4 fields of thought,
behavior, culture, and systems were raised, appealing for the
importance of methodologies that integrate all of these. He suggested
that the root of the problems of today is a distance from nature, and
that the healing results of nature are extremely strong, based on tales
of his own therapeutic experience and his own personal journey.

Professor Takemura, while making references to concepts from the
self-expansion to the practice of loving others in Arne Naess's Deep
ecology, showed how self and environment in Buddhism are
comprehended not separately but together. Using concepts of
Vijfiaptimatra (consciousness-only) and the Buddha nature of
vegetation, he explained how we might expect these intellectual
assets to be put towards construction of a future eco-philosophy.

During the break, Professor Kisou Kimura of the Faculty of
Education (Philosophy) at Ibaraki University gave some general
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comments. Professor Kimura indicated 3 common points and
arguments among 4 of the presentations; 1. the importance of the
existence of something beyond the human, and the importance of a
kind of reverence for this; 2. the importance of breaking through
closed attitudes that see only the “we”; 3. the importance of changing
awareness and the internal, or our ways of addressing our self and the
world. He also suggested that loss of the connection between
humanity and nature is caused by the formations of modern nations,
and that recovery of the awareness of mind-body unity, will certainly
become an issue for the future.

After this, a very active session of questions from the floor was
held, and the seminar was brought to a close around 5:30pm.
The speakers later attended an informal reception, where they had the
opportunity to converse more personally in a very pleasant and
relaxing atmosphere.

Report of Activities

October 21
First Symposium (convened by TIEPh, co-sponsored by IR3S)
“Towards Construction of Eco-Philosophy”

October 25 - 28
Second Unit Singapore Visit for Awareness Survey

November 15

TIEPh 2nd Public Lecture Series at Toyo University

Speakers:

UIf Meyer  “Environmentally-Friendly Construction in Germany”
Sybille Fanelsa

November 17

“Sustainable Development, Nature and Humanity — Seeking a New
Eco-Philosophy Through Dialog Between West and East”
International Seminar

(co-convened by Ibaraki University ICAS & Toyo University TIEPh)
Makio Takemura, “Nature & Self in Buddhism”

November 27-28:  First IR3S/ICAS International Symposium
The Future of the Global Environment — Issues for Prediction and
Countermeasures for Global Warming

International Symposium

Prediction and Countermeasures of Global Warming

November 30: 6th TIGS-AGS Seminar
“Buddhist Views of Nature”: Makio Takemura

From the TIEPh Research Department:

The first TIEPh public Symposium was held in October, and the
second public lecture series was held in November. Both benefited
from large numbers of participants and lively debates. This can be
seen at the TIEPh website (http://tieph.toyo.ac.jp/), now finally up
and running. Previous editions of the Newsletter can also be
downloaded there. In the latter half of October, the second unit
visited Singapore and conducted meetings with their survey
company. The survey findings will be reported as soon as they are
made clear.
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Transdisciplinary Initiative for Eco-
Philosophy (TIEPh), TOYO University
5-28-20, Hakusan, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo,
112-8606, JAPAN.

Email: tieph-office@hakusrv.toyo. ac. jp
URL:http://tieph.toyo.ac.jp/
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